FASTFARE
Your Local Family Convenience Store
Open seven days a week
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Sat 8.30am – 9.30pm,
Sun 9:00am–9:00pm
Abbey Road (Shops)
(01256) 323679
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POPLEY
MATTERS

OVER SIXTEEN YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY
Issue 78
August 2008

to
ee y
Fr ople ts
P en
sid
e
R

Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries
DVD Rentals NO MEMBERSHIP FEE
We Accept Milk Tokens
Recharge your Gas Card, Electric Key, BT Bills,
NTL/VIRGIN, TV Licence and Congestion Charge
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Message From the Editor:- I wish more residents
had come to the two day open public meeting in Melrose Hall
on the proposals for “A New Park for Popley”. However there
were quite a few people that came and gave their comments,
ideas and some filled in the questionnaires. I was pleased to
see people from all ages including some of our children and
Editor Jane Frankum teens. The display was also put in to Everest College and
Simone has mentioned it in her column on page 32. There are
four pages on the park just to give you an idea of concept. On the subject of Everest
College Ms Julie Rose Headteacher has written an end of year report for Popley
Matters. Considering that the new school has only been open for a year it has come
a long way. Well done to the students, parents, governors and staff for all the hard
work that has been put in by you all.
Popley says goodbye to David Straus Head of Merton Junior School I well remember
when David came to Popley all those many years ago. We have only had two heads
in Merton Juniors, Mr Valaley was the other. We wish David good luck for the future
and thank you for all your years of dedicated service.
Two of our regular deliveries are packing up their delivery bags. The Popley Matters
Team want to say thank you to Judy O Connell and Peter Moore who has delivered
the magazine for around 11 years now. Welcome Ross Emmerson
and Jamie Clark, two new volunteers.
The credit crunch and fuel increases are having an effect on
just about everyone and there is some sound advice on page 22.
Could you spare an hour a month to help deliver the Popley
Matters community magazine? Please contact Iris King on
Sub Editor
Paul
Frankum
411113 or me Jane Frankum on 819924.
To pass back ideas, comments, suggestions, articles or to offer help please write to:– Popley Matters
Group, PO.Box 6727, Basingstoke RG24 9GG, email editor@popleymatters.org.uk. The views in this
publication are not necessarily the views of the Editorial Team, the members of the committee, or
Popley Forum/Matters.
Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Vice Chair Ron
Rowe; Acting Treasurer/Distribution Iris King; Committee Members Louise Tuck, Kate Lomas;
Distribution Team; Jenny Bailey; Penny Barris; Ken Frankum; Jane Frankum; Paul Frankum; Iris King; Colin Karslake, Simon Leadbetter; Ron
Rowe; Cathy Smith; Louise Tuck; Stuart Humphries; George Cousins; David Cotterel; Keith Theobald; Glenys Nunn; Vera Mitchell, Peter Johnson,
Sheila Brandes Naomi Laffoley, Angus Miller; Elaine Dennis; Rebecca Butcher; Lisa Whitwell, Jamie Clarke, Ross Emmerson.
Youth Volunteers;Joseph Doran
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Thank you for your continued support

Quality,
Flexible,
Affordable, Childcare
We are a family owned nursery that believes in offering the very best in childcare
 Mature experienced staff
 A warm nurturing atmosphere where children feel happy and secure
 A quarter acre garden for children to explore, run and have fun in
 A self contained sleep room for when children need rest
 A focus on wholesome food – freshly prepared on the premises

Our focus is on

 Affordability – we’re cheaper than you think
 Flexibility – you can send your child for 4 or
40 hours a week

Special Offer for children over 3
15 Hours per week totally free
 ONLY £3 for each hour after that
* During term time. If your child is at nursery during lunchtime they will receive a full hot lunch at a
cost of £1.60

For details please call

01256 81 81 18 – we’re just

around the corner in Priestly Road (near the hospital)

Hi, I decided I would start by mentioning the Headteacher of Merton Junior
School, Mr. Strauss, as he is leaving which most of you will probably know. He
used to be my Headteacher and so I just wanted to say that I think he has been
really great and has supported the school and every student in a huge way. So
I would like to say thank you to him for being a brilliant Headteacher and it is
sad to see him go but I wish him all the best in the future.
Like most of you I am really glad that the summer holidays are finally
here and I think everyone deserves a break, especially all the students
at ECC as we have all worked so hard for the past year of being at
our new school. Also on the subject of Everest, I thought I would say
that our school got an education award not so long ago and I know
that Ms Rose was really pleased about this achievement and I guess it does
just go to show that our school isn't as RUBBISH as people make it out to be.
Anyway I bet everyone has already planned what they are going to be doing
this summer because I know I definitely have as I am going to Cornwall for a
week with my family so I am really looking forward to that. Also some of my
friends are going on holidays as well In the six weeks off and I think everyone
is just glad to be having a rest.
I know it’s sort of a boring subject but lately I have noticed that everyone has
been talking about how much everything is increasing in price, especially bills
and houses. I mean I know I am only 15 but it is ridiculous because how are
young people my age ever going to afford a place of their own. So I guess this
means that all us teens are going to be staying with our parents for
a long while, which also means we will have to help out with all the
bills (so no chance of a rise in pocket money, just bills!).
The other week I noticed some boards up in school about the
Aldermaston Open Space and how there might be some new parks
and things for us teens and kids, and I was really pleased about this as I know
a lot of other students were. Also there was a part up about a skate park and I
was really pleased about that as well because if these plans went ahead then
I know they would get used and respected by so many kids, teens and skaters
around Popley. So many kids and adults have wanted places like this for a
long time. Also if I remember rightly in my first article I wrote for Popley Matters
I talked about a skate park or something that I thought would have been a good
thing to build and It would be great to see some of these plans to go ahead.
Also I think so many other people in Popley have campaigned for things like
this to happen for years so I was really delighted when I heard about these
plans.
I guess that's all from me this month, and all that's really left to say is that I
hope everyone has a great summer whatever you do and I hope everyone
stays safe too. And don't forget next month’s article! Bye!
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Hello to everyone in Popley.
During our patrols a number of people have
stopped us to talk about the issue of dog
fouling. They are concerned that a minority
of dog owners let their dogs foul on paths,
parks and play areas and then do not clear up the mess. Unfortunately, we
have also witnessed this ourselves.
Dog mess is not only unsightly and unpleasant, especially when it gets on
shoes and carpets, but also spreads diseases. Dog fouling is also against
the law. The law states that dog owners must clean up after their dog it if
fouls in a public space. A £50 fixed penalty fine can be issued on-the-spot
by Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs), Accredited Community
Safety Officers (ACSOs) and the Council’s Dog Wardens.
We would ask dog owners to please clean up after their dog if it fouls in a
public space. Please carry a plastic ‘dog mess’ bag in your pocket when
out walking your dog. Always pick up after your dog and dispose of the
faeces in an appropriate litter bin.
Please get into the “clean up” habit
wherever you go and help us to
achieve a ‘cleaner, greener borough’.
Thank you very much for being a
responsible dog owner.
If you would like to discuss this or any
other matter with us, then either stop
us when you see us patrolling, call us
on 01256 845508 or email
community.wardens@basingstoke.gov.uk.
Have a lovely summer,
David Mason and Vikky Lonie
Your Community Wardens for Popley
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Heating & Plumbing
CORGI Registered
No. 212273

FOR

Heating Installations
Boiler changes/upgrades
Servicing
Breakdowns
Landlord Safety Checks
Power Flushing
24hr – 7 Days a Week
CALL

Accountancy
For
Small Businesses

Business Accounts & Tax
 Self Assessment Returns

Bookkeeping, VAT & Payroll

Fees fixed in advance

Meetings at home or work

Call Steve Rayner on
01256 799707 or see
www.taxassist.co.uk/basingstoke

Jamie Davenport
Tel No: 01256 398611
Mobile No: 07876 687422
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Tel: 01256 422938
Mob: 07901 667444

A340 Improvements and Merton Rise Access, Basingstoke
The third phase of the traffic management, enabling the
reconstruction of the southbound carriageway is now complete.
Phase Four will allow for the reconstruction of the northbound
carriageway and the completion of associated works, including drainage,
provision of safety barriers, street lighting and signage.
During this phase, all traffic will be moved onto the newly
constructed southbound carriageway, now wide enough to accommodate
two lanes of traffic and a one metre overrun strip. The strip is designed
to be used by Heavy Goods Vehicles to allow the safe passage of
emergency vehicles in an emergency situation.
The switch over of traffic will be instigated on Tuesday 22nd
July. In order to minimise delays during Phase Four, a feeder lane for
northbound traffic turning into Priestley Road will be constructed in
advance of the traffic signals. It will be necessary to close Priestley
Road at the junction with the A340 overnight for approximately five
consecutive nights in order to reconstruct the carriageway at the
junction. This is not programmed until early September, and details
of the closure will be given at a later stage.
Work to the centre island of the Aldermaston Road Roundabout
is still taking place. Update on programmed closures will also be sent
out in due course.
If you require further information, do not hesitate to contact
Eli Bruetschy on eli.bruetschy@hants.gov.uk or call 0845 6035633.

Magnolia Court Summer Fair
A big thank you to everyone who supported us at the
Magnolia Court Summer Fair on the 21st June 2008. The
money we raised will allow residents to go out on outings and
enjoy entertainment in their home. If anyone would like to
know what living in sheltered housing for the elderly is really
all about, then give me a ring on Julie Pior 462140.
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Message From Iris King
Some personal requests/information: From Iris King your friendly Popley Matters
Distribution Manager. Do you have any spare wool that you no longer require? Or
maybe you have spare clothing that no longer fits (I know, don’t we all!!). Feed The
Children would love them and the lorry collects from my home. Tel: 411113.
Information for Popley volunteers of Basingstoke Neighbourcare and the clients;
the fund raising event that our patron Lady Portsmouth kindly hosted for us by opening
up her gardens at Farleigh House was a huge success. Despite the rain, over 100
people attended and the rain stopped for the champagne and nibbles as well as the
tour with lots of interesting info from the head gardener. Everyone I spoke to wants
another event soon as they enjoyed it so much. The sum raised at the event was over
£1,000. A big thank you to all, and maybe we will see new faces at the next event.
Two Popley residents received 3 awards between them at the Basingstoke
and Deane Community Forum event. Doris Saitch received hers for her 25 years of
service. The comment was “Doris has lived in Popley for over 40 years and is the
longest serving member on the committee with over 25 years of active service. She
has fully committed to ensuring that the centre runs smoothly and efficiently. Ann
Souliah’s award was for over 10 years service coment was “Ann has been a trustee
at the centre for over ten years. She is always the first to arrive and the last to leave
and devotes much of her spare time to the centre”. The third award was a Special
Achievements Award. The comment was “Ann uses her dedication and enthusiasm
to ensure that the twice weekly Friendly Cafe, of which she is one of the main organisers,
runs smoothly. She ensures that everyone is made to feel welcome and enjoys
themselves.” I would like to add my own coment here Ann turns up week after week
despite her disability and is admired by all who know her.
STOP PRESS: My delivery friends do occasionally take holidays, I know it is
totally out of order but what can a distribution manager do but say ‘Yes OK’ if she
does not want to lose them for the rest of the year!! So I am saying this on my knees
– is there anybody out there who would be willing to go on a standby list in their area
when that distributor goes on holiday or is sick? If you don’t help the next request will
not be on my knees, but from my sick bed, as nine times out of ten yours truly has to
take up the slack. If there are any young people over 14 out there (with their parents
permission) who could help ring Iris on Tel: 411113. Or call in at 55 Tintern Close for
more information.
TO ALL YOU YOUNG PEOPLE OUT THERE. Have a great Summer
Holiday, enjoy yourselves BUT KEEP SAFE. Iris King Distribution Manager
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This space could
be working for
you from only
£22 per issue
Contact
Jane The Editor
819924
or
editor@popleymatters.org.uk

PAUL & LEE PLUMBING
PLUMBING/BATHROOM SPECIALISTS
COMPLETE BATHROOM INSTALLATION
FROM DESIGN TO FINISH
INCLUDING WHIRLPOOL & JACUZZI
STONE OR CERAMIC TILING
ALL OTHER PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN
NO JOB TOO BIG OR SMALL

Office-01256 410404 Mobile-07980912643
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Councillors Page:. A New Park for Popley, as reported in the centre pages
has come about from HCC land being sold for the new school and housing.
The park will be a great family park for everyone to enjoy. It is to be funded
out of developer contributions and not from council taxes. This type of
opportunity comes rarely so I hope you all welcome the chance to take the
family to have some fun without having to pay out what sometimes seems a
fortune.You have the opportunity to shape what we have in the park so please
do contact me or Cllr Paul Frankum if you have any comments or ideas.
After what seems many years of asking for on the premises night cover
Hampshire County Council common sense has won and HCC has approved
that Abbey Court. can go back to being special care again. It will be upgraded,
this facility is much needed and appreciated in Basingstoke. Jane Frankum County
Councilor 819924 jane.frankum@hants.gov.uk
Popley West: The replacement bus shelter
on Popley Way is due this month also a
new one in Abbey Road. A problem in the
changes in charging for the Active Life
Centre were brought up at the last full
council meeting. We expressed our
concerns that people were being expected
to find a full term’s fee all in one go at the
beginning of each term. This is almost
impossible for many families One parent
would have to find £230 for her two little
ones who love going to gym class. Council
Tax payers money has gone to help this
worthwhile club so it does seem unfair
that by changing the way you pay means
that many families will find they will
have to withdraw their children.
Empty homes for months at a time and
even up to 14 months is disgraceful we
have asked for a review to find out why
and what can be done to bring these
homes back into use.
Dog fouling is another issue again. Most
responsible owners do pick up the mess it
is a shame that a few can spoil it for so
many. Paul Frankum Popley West 472496
paul.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk
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Popley East.We have had a record number of
complaints about the building works in
Longfellow Parade; parking; access issues;
utilities; lorries; dumper trucks; noise and early
morning starts.
A lot of you work full time and are unable to
make Sentinel’s drop-ins at 2-4pm so we want
them to agree to an evening meeting.
Faroe and Maldive regeneration: a lot of
concerns have been raised and a 1200signature petition has been handed in to Civic
Offices. We met with Sentinel’s Chief Executive
and discussed changes. The date of the
planning hearing is now 20th August.
Chineham Park paddling pool: finally we have
had word back that it will be cleaned in time
for the summer holidays. It was in a very bad
state with leaves from last autumn. We are
constantly battling within Civic Offices to get
the pool cleaned more regularly and open for
a longer time than the paltry 6 weeks in the
summer.
The Sure Start children’s centre is set to open
in September.
Finally, we’ve been having some complaints
about the electricity works in Carpenters Down
and Shetland Road. These have dragged on
and the traffic lights break down from time to
time. We hope to get a revised target date for
completion ands as soon as we know, we’ll
let you know. Andy McCormick Popley East

Young’s
Chinese Food

love

food

love
Slimming World

to take away
Unit 2

½

PRICE
MEMBERSHIP

A world of smiles is waiting for you here:

JOIN
NOW!

POPLEY
NEW!
EASY-TO-USE
Melrose Community Centre
EATING PLAN
BOOK
Abbey Road
Wednesdays 7.15pm
Tel: Jo 01256 327771/07825409130

0844 897 8000

Carpenters Down
(Off Popley Way)
Popley, Basingstok e

Telephone Orders

841540
Opening Times
Sunday
5:00pm - 10:30pm
Monday To Saturday
12pm - 2pm & 5pm - 10:30pm

Tuesday Closed

www.slimmingworld.com
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I have received a number of complaints from residents in
Marnel Park ref. speeding drivers who reside in the new
development, particularly along Penton Way and the
surrounding roads. This occurs primarily during the morning
and evening commutes to work. I would ask those who use
this road and any other to remind themselves of the local
speed limits and will point out the obvious. The area is still
under development, therefore plant traffic is common place
and the road conditions are often poor. Parked vehicles are also causing
obstructions to views in an area frequented by pedestrian traffic.
I have already high lighted this issue to the Roads Policing Department and will
monitor the situation.
PCSO Smithh is looking for any persons who are interested in establishing a
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. He is particularly interested in the new
developments on the old John Hunt site, Marnel Park and Merton Rise. Anyone
interested can call him on 0845 045 45 45 or e-mail on
steven.smith@hampshire.pnn.police.uk
Overall crime in Popley remains at a low level. However please continue to
remain security minded and ensure that windows are shut when your property
is unoccupied and valuables are not left in sight of open windows. Also please
continue to remove valuables from vehicles. Any property which you believe
has any value either financial or sentimental, please consider marking it in some
way. Consider a photograph with you and the property together. This will help
us to return property when it is recovered.

PC23234 THORNE
CBO Popley East

ADAM
Window Cleaning Service
If you would like us to clean
your windows on a fortnightly or
monthly contract or Guttering and
cladding cleaned
please ring one of theses numbers
07810
01256
07979
01256

286470
411036
437514
478058

Kylie’s Whipper Snappers
Quality Childcare
3 dedicated registered childminders
working together
Open 24 hours (all shifts welcome)
We cater for all ages.
Home environment.
Children have a dedicated seperate
playroom, lounge and dinning room.
Over 13 years experience.
All food provided is nutritious fresh and
home cooked, all diets welcome.
Pick up from most local schools and we

The basic price will be £10 this use Treasure Island Playgroup.
will cover the ground floor and first
floors front and back, with other Come and visit us for further details phone
Tel: 01256 410119/07971864304
floors and services at extra cost

Leak Seek

Central Heating Services
Corgi No 203814

Heating Installations
Boiler Changes and upgrades
Pressurised Hot Water Cylinders
Boiler Servicing
Power Flushing
Breakdowns
Landlord Gas Safety Checks

Bill Martin
Tel No: 01256 819521
Mobile No 07990 514472
www.leakseek.co.uk
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Basingstoke Air Scout Group
Headquarters - Base 2000 Carpenters Down RG24 9AE
Charity number 267734
www.base2000.co.uk
Group Scout Leader: Colin Karslake (01256) 410559
Bookings/enquiries for Base 2000 - Jan or Pete Saunders 01256 410514

In June The Beavers joined with a hundred other Beavers from Basingstoke East
Scout District for a visit to Moors Valley Country Park in the New Forest. They
particularly enjoyed the trail through the woods and the train ride but more especially
the chocolate cake to celebrate ‘Gold’ Beaver’s birthday. Some of the older
Beavers will attend the District Beaver ‘sleepover’ in September.
The Cubs camped at Paddicks Patch near Woodley at the end of July and visited the
Bader Museum during their stay. The Scouts are going further afield to Buddens
Scout campsite near Wool in Dorset. Plans include visits to several local places of
interest and possibly Monkey World (they should feel at home there then!).
The Group Annual Meeting for Parents was held in July. Andy Smale was appointed
Group Chairman, Roland Martin re-elected as Group Secretary and Mike Mullender
as Group Treasurer. Other members of the committee are Jan Saunders, Sue
Shillitto, Chris and Frances Oatham and Sue Keetch together with the Group Scouts
Leader and Section leaders. The Group Committee is responsible for the finance
and administration of the Group and for keeping the Headquarters in good order.
Base 2000 will be closed from 8th – 14th August whilst the main hall is repainted, the
carpets steam cleaned and other minor maintenance completed. Enquire’s to use
the building for parties and meetings are welcome – please contact the Bookings
Secretaries, Jan or Pete Saunders on 01256 410514 or
base2000.bookings@ntlworld.com to establish availability and cost.
All sections are now closed for the summer break. Meetings will start again week
commencing 8th September. New recruits, both boys and girls, are welcome and all
sections have vacancies. Simply come along to Base 2000 and speak with the
Section Leader or give them a ring to discuss the opportunities. Membership fees
are £1.50 per week which can be paid termly in advance if preferred.

Boy and girls 6-8 years
Meetings: Tuesday 5.30-6.45p.m.
Eve Alexander 346510
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Boys and girls aged 8-10½
Tuesday 6.30–8.15p.m.
Elaine Devenport 323453

Boys and girls aged 10½-15
Monday 7-9p.m.
Colin Karslake 410559

Letters to The
Editor.
and I always pick up his mess. I might add

Dear Editor, I went to Melrose Hall to
see the plans for the new park for Popley.
It looks like it will be an amazing place for
people to go to with so much to do. I was
worried when I heard later at the shop a
lady saying that the fence was coming
down and it would be all open. She was
concerned only for dogs running out into
the road. I am sure she could not have
seen the drawings because there were
hedges or some fencing in them. The idea
was to go and see the ideas and make
comments and give ideas of what you
would like. I was glad to see so many
youths go and make their thoughts known.
Is there still time if people want to see the
drawings and say what they feel?
Editor’s reply; It is no secret how we
feel about having a park and so I would
be positive wouldn’t I. I agree it must
be right for everyone and a place where
families can go and spend time as
safely as possible. It is obvious to me
that there would have to be barriers of
some kind because we will need to
protect children from running into the
road and stop the possibility of travellers
getting access onto the park. So like you
I was surprised to hear the unfounded
rumours about no fencing. The rusting,
tired looking fencing that is there now
would not do the park justice so we have
an opportunity to put something much
better in its place. You can contact
myself, Paul on 819924 or the council
officer Margaret Magrath on 844844
to pass on comments.
Dear Editor, I have written to Popley
Matters before and I am sad that it fell on
deaf ears. I am a responsible dog owner

so do most other dog owners. But why do
people let their dogs do their business and
they just walk away? Who do they think is
going to clear it up? Surprise, surprise it does
not just disappear. Why is it that they go to
the large green areas where other people
want to use them for their recreation? I think
it is selfish beyond belief that these very few
unthinking people can give dog owners a bad
name. CLEAR YOUR OWN MESS UP!
Editor’s reply; The wardens have written
about dog fouling on page 1. I do agree
that most people do pick up the mess and
it is a shame that a few irresponsible
owners do not.
Dear Editor, Just a quick note to say thank
you for the magazine every month. It must
take a lot of effort and time. I just wanted
you to know that I read every page and
appreciate how it keeps us all informed
Editor’s reply; Thank you, Yes it does take
a lot of work and time to try and keep you
all informed of what is going on in Popley.
I would like to thank the fantastic people
who deliver the magazine to your door.
We always need more though. Any
volunteers?
Editor’s Note:We look forward to reading
your letters on all sorts of subjects. We do
not print your name or address if you wish
us not to but of course we cannot accept
letters that are sent anonymously.
Please send your letters to: The
Editor, Popley Matters, PO
Box 6727, Basingstoke RG24
9GG
or
email:
editor@popleymatters.org.uk
or phone 819924
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M.F.C. Popley.
On the 19th July we held our Popley pre-season
tournament sponsored by Sentinel at the Everest
Community College, but not everything went
accordingly to plan, with several teams not showing
up, which caused havoc with the fixtures, which I
had spent a couple of hours sorting out the night

BBQ Safety.
Never leave barbecues unattended.
Keep a bucket of water, sand or a garden hose nearby in case of
emergencies.
Only use barbecues in suitable and safe areas.
Set up your barbecue on level ground away from bushes, tents or other
buildings and do not put it where you have to squeeze past it.
Only use recommended fluids or fire lighters and never petrol.
Wear suitable clothing and use appropriate long handled tools.
Be careful when cooking fatty foods, the dripping fat can cause the
barbecue to flare up.
Make sure the coals are cool before you move the barbecue. Once cool,
dispose of the ashes safely - never place them in dustbins.
Keep young children, animals and ball games away from the cooking area.
Never use petrol or paraffin to start or revive your barbecue. Use only
recognised lighters or starter fuel, on cold coals.
Useful contact points and further information:
Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service homepage: www.hantsfire.gov.uk
Community Fire Safety Department: 02380 626809
Email: community.firesafety@hantsfire.gov.uk

before.
The Tornadoes stole the show, winning the U10’s category, with an
impressive display throughout, scoring 15 goals and conceding 0. Kallum
Brown, Jack Parratt, Cameron Grist, Billy Wagstaff, Christopher Blissett,
Ellie Dawber, Jacob Austen, Guiyian Barry, Nathan Parker, Gorden
Mahoney and the goal machine Fynnlie Judd.
Jacob Austen received the trophy from guest of honour, who is also
Jacob’s proud uncle, Mr. James White, and all the boys and Ellie went on
to celebrate with a smile on their faces, fully deserved. Well done.
Personally, it was one of my proudest moments ever!
The U9’s Spurs also got to the final, but were denied at the end and
came runners up. Well done boys. Kevin and Minnie have got a good little
team there and I think they will do well next season.
I would like to wish Guiyian Barry and Jacob Austen good luck for
Tuesday 22nd July. Both are going for a trial at Chelsea FC, Fynnlie Judd
has got his trial in October and I tried talking Jacob out of going and telling
him he’s going backwards in his career, but he said United will come for
him one day! Ha!
Well done everybody who turned up and thanks for the support
Any info contact lee on: 07810 444995
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Julie’s Gardening Tips
We haven’t seen too much summer weather yet, so here’s hoping for some sunshine this
month.
The slugs and snails will be out in force overnight merrily chomping on your favourite plants.
Keep them under control by taking away places they can hide. They like it dark and moist, and
watering at night will encourage them to come out and play. Water your garden in the morning
if you can, before the heat of the day gets onto the plants. If you water in full sun, the drops act
as magnifying glasses and will burn the leaves, so the earlier the better. There are loads of
gadgets available to trap slugs which are environmentally friendly, but none will completely
eradicate the problem. If you must use slug pellets, make sure they cannot be got at by animals
and children.
Keep those weeds under check. You will find they are usually healthier and faster growing than
the plants you want. An old gardeners saying is ‘one years seeding, seven years weeding’. If
the weeds get a chance to drop their seeds it can take years to get rid of them. Deep rooted
weeds like dock and dandelion really need to be dug out carefully. If you break off the root, it
will regrow with branches, making it harder to keep it under control. Pull them up while they are
young and the root system won’t be so deep. Stinging nettles also need careful digging as their
root system is like a carpet. Bind weed looks pretty, but strangles everything it wraps around,
and the roots break easily while you dig it up. Remove even the smallest pieces of root as
anything over half an inch will regrow.
Tomatoes and beans will be fruiting now. Feed them weekly to encourage them to produce lots
of flowers, and pick them regularly to encourage them to produce fruit. The same goes with
flowers, picking the dead heads off will encourage new flowers. Prune or tie back any long
growth on climbing plants to keep them tidy. If you have plants growing up walls and fences,
they will harbour lots of the pests you don’t want, so keep watch for those.
One of the lovely things about gardening is the amount of wildlife you can see. Some birds and
butterflies like certain plants, and you can watch a whole life-cycle if you provide the right
environment for them. If you notice particular birds in your garden, you can encourage them
next year by putting up nesting boxes and growing suitable plants to encourage the insects
they eat. Bees are becoming scarce, and can also be encouraged by providing nesting sites and
flowers that produce loads of nectar. Basingstoke Conservation Society may be able to help
with advice on suitable nest boxes and planting schemes to encourage wildlife. If your garden
is big enough, try to leave a small area especially for wildlife.
There are lots of local gardens open to the public at this time of year. If you get a free weekend,
do go and see one. The Walled Garden is just off Pack Lane, and the
Rotary Club Aromatic Garden in Church Square in the town centre, are
both free and full of plants to give you inspiration. The Walled Garden
holds events during the year (where they do charge a small amount for
admission), the next one being the Celebration of Nature’s Harvest on
October 14th 11am till 4pm. Mark it in your diary as there will be loads of
traders there that can give you answers and ideas for next year too.
The Millenium Garden on Popley Poets, and the gardens at the
community centres across Popley are also good places to go for ideas.
In the meantime, if you are planning to go away for more than a couple
of days this month, make sure someone will keep an eye on things in
your garden.
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Special Event at Shakespeare House Surgery
Please allow me to introduce myself – my name is Alison Hood and I am the
Practice Business Manager at Shakespeare House Medical Centre (previously known
as Marlowe Partnership).
The Practice has seen ‘considerable change’ over the last two years with most of
the existing partners having now retired. In order to introduce the new Partners and to
let people know the plans for the future, we are organsing a FREE Open Day with a
Health and Safety theme on Saturday 13th September from 2pm – 4pm.
I will be inviting the police, fire brigade, ambulance service, Basingstoke Sports
Centre to name but a few! – and, the Mayor of Basingstoke Cllr George Hood has also
been invited.
I believe that a Doctors Practice has a great part to play in the community and we
need to hear people’s views on the services.
I look forward to hearing from you the residents and patients for further information:
Alison Hood
Practice Business Manager
Shakespeare House Medical Centre
01256 392982
alisonhood@nhs.net
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Dear Friends

We have multiplied our possessions, but reduced our values. We talk too much, love too
seldom, and hate too often. We’ve learned how to make a living, but not a life. We’ve added
years to life not life to years. We’ve been all the way to the moon and back, but have trouble
crossing the street to meet a new neighbour. We conquered outer space but not inner space.
We’ve done larger things, but not better things. We’ve cleaned up the air, but polluted the
soul. We’ve conquered the atom, but not our prejudices. We write more, but learn less. We
plan more, but accomplish less. We’ve learned to rush, but not to wait. We build more
computers to hold more information, to produce more copies than ever, but we communicate
less and less. These are the times of fast foods and slow digestion, big men and small
character, steep profits and shallow relationships.
These are the days of two incomes but more divorce, fancier houses, but broken homes.
These are days of quick trips, disposable diapers, throwaway morality, one night stands,
overweight bodies, and pills that do everything from cheer, to quiet, to kill. It is a time when
there is much in the showroom window and nothing in the stockroom.
Remember; spend some time with your loved ones, because they are not going to be around
forever. Remember, say a kind word to someone who looks up to you in awe, because that
little person soon will grow up and leave your side. Remember, to give a warm hug to the one
next to you, because that is the only treasure you can give with your heart and it doesn’t
cost a cent. Remember to say, ‘I love you’ to your partner and your loved ones, but most of
all mean it. A kiss and an embrace will mend hurt when it comes from deep inside of you.
Remember to hold hands and cherish the moment for some day that person will not be there
again. Give time to love, give time to speak! And give time to share the precious thoughts in
your mind. AND ALWAYS REMEMBER: Life is not measured by the number of breaths we
take, but by the moments that take our breath away…..
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Have a blessed summer break.
Your Friend and Vicar
Arthur.

From bathroom
installations and
tiling, to dripping
taps.
all plumbing work
welcome
no call out charges
free estimates
very reliable and
competitive
call paul anytime
01256 350386 / 07776421958

www.pcmartin-computers.co.uk
Fixed Hourly Rate

The paradox of our time in history is that we have taller buildings but shorter tempers, wider
Freeways, but narrower viewpoints. We spend more, but have less, we buy more, but enjoy
less. We have bigger houses and smaller families, more conveniences, but less time. We
have more degrees but less sense, more knowledge, but less judgment, more experts, yet
more problems, more medicine, but less wellness. We drink too much, smoke too much,
spend too recklessly, laugh too little, drive too fast, get too angry, stay up too late, get up
too tired, read too little, watch TV too much, and pray too seldom.

Friendly local
plumber

Need Help? Then Call Phil
on 01256 322590/07903 645674
P C Martin, Computer Supplier,
Upgrades & Repair Service.

NO CALLOUT
CHARGES!

The following was sent to me on an e-mail from friends of ours in Canada and I couldn’t
resist sharing it as my article this month. Isn’t it amazing that George Carlin – American
comedian of the 70’s and 80’s - could write something so very eloquent...and so very
appropriate?

Computer Supplier, Hardware,
Upgrade, Repair, Printer Supplies,
Virus Removal & Protection, System
Security, Wired & Wireless
Networks.

C.M. HILLS
CARPENTRY & JOINERY,

Specializing in
Kitchen Fitting
Interior/Exterior Doors
Garden Decking
Landscaping
Bespoke Joinery
Bathroom/Kitchen Tiling
Painting/Decorating

No job too big or too small
Call for a free quote.
Special rates for OAP’s

Contact Clive Hills on

07879228256
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This time last year I invited Popley community to join me at Everest
Community College as we started a new “learning journey”. One year
on and that journey is really underway. The first year of the new Everest
Community College has been exciting and rewarding for all staff and
students, culminating in the recognition of all our hard work by a
successful Ofsted. This Ofsted recognised the rapid pace of
improvement since the last inspection, the strong capacity to improve
further and our ability to sustain the College’s inclusive ethos of which we
are rightly proud.
Of all the nominations and awards that the College has been put forward
for this year, the one that I treasure most is the Basingstoke’s Place to be
Proud of Schools & Education Award which I had the pleasure of
receiving last week in a ceremony in Festival Place. The reason that it is
so special is that the College was nominated for the award by a student
who in her nomination said “I wanted to get the school noticed because
there’s so much potential in the school. People still think that the
students are bad and it’s only a new building, but there’s a whole new
attitude at the school and it needed to be recognised”. The judges
acknowledged that intelligent planning supported by hard work and
determination had turned the College around in a relatively short space
of time. I think this award is a real endorsement of the work we have
done over the past year. We now need to sustain this success and
continue our focus on teaching and learning.
Our children are our best asset and we need to get the message out
there.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone involved in the
College and to you the parents for the support that you have given me
since I joined Everest. I hope you all have a restful summer break and
look forward to working with you all again next year.
Julie S Rose
Headteacher
Everest Community College
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Man Tha
t’
s Hand
y
hat’
t’s
Handy
Local multi-skilled Handyman For
all those jobs around your home
and garden
Specialist in fixing DIY disasters
Complete your unfinished projects
Carpentry & flooring
Interior and exterior decorating
Garden Landscaping/maintenance
Block paving, patios, decking etc

If time is your problem…
Call Chris: 07902 778629

PETER’S

Fish & Chips and Chinese Food to Take Away
35 Madeira Close, Popley Poets, Basingstoke

328740

Telephone Basingstoke
OPENING Hours
Monday
5.00pm-11.00pm
Tuesday to Saturday
12 noon-2.00pm
5.00pm-11.00pm
Sundays & Bank Holiday Mondays Closed
All price include VAT Cheques accepted. Minimum £5.00 & with banker’s Card

Telephone orders welcome
Important Customer Notice
Kindly inform us of any food allergies prior to ordering your meal
Some of our food may contain ingredients produced from GM Soya and/or Maize
Menu’s Available at http://www.popleymatters.co.uk/Adverts/Peters.pdf
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Kingfisher Family Fun Day!
Managing your debts
how the Citizens Advice Bureau can help
As the credit crunch bites, keeping up repayments on credit cards and loans
becomes more difficult. As fuel and food prices go up, our salaries are stretched
even further. The Citizens Advice Bureau is seeing more and more clients who are
having problems paying rent, mortgage payments and fuel bills. While we can’t make
your debts disappear, we may be able to help you manage them more efficiently.
There are two types of debt. Those which affect your home, essential services and
your liberty are called priority debts. This means you could be evicted, repossessed
or ultimately imprisoned if they aren’t paid. This would include rent, mortgage
payments, secured loans, some utility bills, your TV licence, council tax, court fines
and CSA payments. These should be paid before anything else is paid, even if other
creditors are calling you up or writing frequent letters.

To celebrate the launch of Skippetts Gardens, a superb development of 32, 1
and 2 bedroom apartments, Kingfisher Housing Association are holding a Family Fun
Day on Saturday 30th August between 11am and 3pm.
Come along and have a look at our stunning show apartment. We think you
will be impressed! Members of our sales team, as well as local solicitors, will be on
site to answer any questions that you may have about shared
ownership.
This should be an enjoyable afternoon for all the family.
There will be plenty of stalls to browse plus a bouncy castle
and face paints. 2ten fm will be on site, so why not sample the
tasty hog roast and enjoy a drink from the bar, while the black
thunder crew entertain the kids?
We look forward to seeing you there!

Overdrafts, store cards, credit cards, unsecured loans, mobile phone bills and some
utility bills are non-priority debts. It’s unlikely you’ll go to prison or lose your home
for not paying these. Whatever money is left after priority debts have been paid
should be used here.
Basingstoke Citizens Advice Bureau helps hundreds of clients each year manage
their finances. And though we’re a charity, we won’t charge you for it. First we
review your current position and work out some options for you. These might be
managing your debts, bankruptcy or possibly an IVA. We look at increasing your
income and cutting your expenditure. We work with Payplan, a debt management
company who won’t charge you for their services either. They can devise a plan in
which they take one monthly payment from you and distribute it among your
creditors.
For some clients, we can work out a debt management plan – working with your
creditors to make payments affordable each month. We can help you consider the
pros and cons of bankruptcy – and then help you fill out the forms. In rare
circumstances, an IVA might be suitable for you, and Payplan can help you with that.
So if you’re struggling under a mounting burden of debt, don’t keep ignoring it. It
won’t go away. Come down to the CAB – our drop-in service is open 10-3.30 Monday
– Friday (except Thursday, which is 9.30 – 11.30) and Saturday mornings from 10-12.
We’d be delighted to help.
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Kingfisher Sale Team

What is the MPS?
The Mailing Preference Service (MPS) is a free service set up 20 years ago and funded
by the direct mail industry to enable consumers to have their names and home addresses in the
UK removed from, or added to, lists used by the industry. It is actively supported by the Royal
Mail and all directly involved trade associations and fully supported by the Information
Commissioners Office.
The MPS Consumer File is a list of names and addresses of consumers who have told us
they wish to limit the amount of direct mail they receive. The use of the Consumer File by
list-owners and users is a requirement of the British Code of Advertising, Sales Promotion and
Direct Marketing administered by the Advertising Standards Authority. It is also a condition
under the Code of Practice of the Direct Marketing Association.
The MPS can remove your name from up to 95% of Direct Mail lists. It will not stop mail
that has been sent from overseas, un-addressed material or mail addressed to The Occupier.
You can expect to continue to receive mailings from companies with whom you have done
business in the past. You may also receive mailings from small, local companies. If you wish
these mailings to be stopped, you must notify these companies directly. It will take up to 4
months for the Service to have full effect although you should notice a reduction of the mail
during this period.
Registering with the MPS is FREE
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Diaries from The Old Codger
I can’t believe how time flies, looking back over the years to see
all the changes that have been made on Popley. Going back and
looking at the East End would make many people weep. Gone are
the good old fashion as pubs where on a Saturday night you
could be sitting drinking. Someone would come in buy a pint
then go over to the old Joanna (piano) and start to pump out a
few old favourites. Then others in the bar would get out the
bones (spoons), a mouth organ and before you knew it a good
old sing song was going on, and the pub would be full. Where
were all the kids? Mostly sitting outside on a long bench if the pub had one, or just sitting on
the floor outside. Every now and then they would get a drink. It was always Thank you Aunty
or Uncle. All friends were called that back then, it was being polite. You are lucky now to get a
grunt from them. Kids would sit in the street no worries about getting abducted. We would try
to a get numbers off the side of trolley buses as they went past. Or take the Mickey out of the
conductor because the driver had gone round the corner too fast, and the overhead arm had
come off the electric cables. He would have to get a long pole and hook it back on. We had metal
hoops and a stick pushing it up the pavement to the next kid. If you let the hoop fall you had to
do a forfeit like kiss the nearest girl. As kids we hated that. Girls. “yuk”. I expect the girls said the
same. We called this fun. My sister and I tap danced. We could make a few bob out of it in the
pubs if they had music. By the way a bob was a shilling or five pence. As I got older, dancing
and dressing up for shows was too sissy my friends said. So, But in the streets with go carts
shooting down the nearest hill. Never mind at the bottom if a car came along. Well, back then
they were few and far between. If you had a car you were posh. I do think kids are wrapped up
too much now, but then we have so many evil people around you can’t be sure what to do for
the best. I do keep harping on about it, but let kids get dirty. It washes off at theendof the day
Let them play mud pies. This is how kids get their immune system built up not running after
them with hand wipes. Wwash their hands if they are going to eat of course. Limit the time they
spend on computers or sitting in front of TV. Make them get out into the garden or go for walks
together. They can get fat and lazy by just sitting and eating. There is a life outside the house.
Going back to the top of the page, will we all be weeping in the years to come over the way our
countryside is being developed? I know when we first came we could not get over how green
it was, now all you see is flats and houses everywhere you go. We could lose the community
spirit everyone has. It is time to say STOP, enough is enough. Leave us alone we do not want
high rise flats. We had them in the 60’s and they pulled down most of them. We need our own
green space not concrete. Just a few things before I go this month. If you are taking children on
holiday keep them safe from the water we see too many accidents this time of year. Along the
south coast we have what are called Weaver Fish. Many people tread on these fish in shallow
water It is very painful for the person and can lead to being hospitalised. Buy a cheap pair of
plastic shoes to wear in the water, it stops the spikes penetrating the sole of the foot
Till next month The Old Codger
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Phone: 01256 414494
Fax: 01256 418529

Charity Reg No: 1052133
popleyfields@hotmail.com

Popzone Youth Club
This will be open throughout the summer holidays except for Bank Holiday Monday for
all our regular users.
Sheila’s Barn Dance: There is a barn dance to be held on Friday 29th August 08
7.30pm – 11.30pm in memory of Sheila Matthews. Any money raised will go to Cancer
Research. Ticket prices are Adults £7.00 in advance, on the door £9.00, Children £2.00 in
advance, on the door £4.00, under 6’s go free. This is a great night out for all the family with
a small buffet included in the price. There will also be a licensed bar.
Please contact Rachael on 07834 780766 or Tracey on 01256 414494
Family Fishing Trips funded by the Big Lottery Fund: As last years fishing was so
successful, we are hoping to arrange family fishing trips for over the summer, where children
must be accompanied by a family member. So any of you mums, dads, granddads etc who
would like to have a go at fishing, please contact Derek at Popley Fields Community Centre
for more information.
Free Computer Classes: Classes have now finished for the summer, but there will be more
classes in September. Pop along to the centre to register your interest. There will be courses
in Beginners Guide to Computing, Desktop Publishing with Digital Photography; Internet
and email; Learn how to help your children, or yourself, by revising basic grammar (in a fun
way!); Spreadsheets and Introduction to Word-processing. Also trace your family history
using the internet. All classes run for a 10 week period and take place on one morning or
afternoon per week. For a full list of classes or to enrol, please contact Queen Mary’s
College on 01256 417517 or Popley Fields 414494. Classes are free to anyone who does not
have 5 GCSEs grades A*- C. All classes are ideal for beginners!
Line dancing-Wednesday Evening: There is a beginners’ line dancing class held from
6.30pm-7.30pm in the large hall. And a more advanced class from 8.00pm-10.00pm.
Dynamics Baton Twirlers-Thursday Evening: This takes place in the large hall from 5.00pm7.00pm
Mad Academy: This is a new opportunity for toddlers and will run on Tuesdays 9.15am11.15pm – ‘Mad Academy’ will be holding high-energy music and dance classes combined
with learning for babies from 3 months to 5 years.
Popley Fields Community Centre is also available for hire for conferences, meetings,
private parties, weddings and kids’ parties at very reasonable rates.
Call us now for more information on any of the above or to find out more about any of
the other activities which happen at the centre every week!

Tel: 01256 414494 or email:popleyfields@hotmail.com
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Our update reference: resfdback_abbey_02

June 2008

Dear resident,
Further to the initial consultation exercise undertaken in March 2008 may I firstly take this
opportunity to thank all those who responded. Based on the comments and suggestions received
along with officers observations of the site, initial work areas have been highlighted as shown on
the reverse of this letter.
The top priorities identified by residents were:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Creating additional parking
Tackling ball games issues
Regenerating the public courtyards
Generally tidying up open space areas

We are now using these priorities to develop our proposals for your neighbourhood, which will
include:





Constructing additional parking where feasible along with complimentary planting to soften
its impact on the street scene
New shrub and street tree planting to screen walls and fences from nuisance ball games
Improving the public courtyard areas by replacing inappropriate planting, addressing
un-even or untidy surfacing and removing & replacing benches where appropriate
Tidying open spaces and existing areas of shrub planting

What happens next?
Once we’ve developed the proposals in more detail a full update will be circulated to residents
providing details of what we are planning to do and giving the opportunity for you to comment or
make suggestions. At this stage we are aiming to have this information with you sometime during
August 2008.
In the meantime, your views and comments are important in helping us shape this project so if
you have any questions or wish to discuss any aspect of this project further please do not
hesitate to contact either Jamie Daly or Paul Johnston by no later than 20 July 2008 using the
contact details at the bottom of this letter.
For your information, this initial phase of work is due to be completed by April 2009 however we
are currently seeking approval for funding to undertake further works during 2009/10.

How to contact us:
Jamie Daly
[t] 01256 845753
[e] jamie.daly@basingstoke.gov.uk

Paul Johnston
[t] 01256 845763
[e] paul.johnston@basingstoke.gov.uk

By post: Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council, Neighbourhood Development, Civic Offices,
London Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 7EA
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Don’t change your kitchen....

Re-Nu it!
Longfellow on the Home Straight

;New doors, worktops,

Sentinel Housing Association is fast approaching completion
of the first phase of new homes of the £14m regeneration
project in and around Longfellow Parade.

;Save money and mess
;Fitted in a day or two

Readers may recall that the site attracted some vandalism
and nuisance behaviour earlier this year, but Sentinel,
contractors Mansell PLC, police, wardens and other agencies
acted fast and report that there have been no reported
incidents for over two months.
Sentinel Project Manager Andrea Weeks explains: “We’ve
reiterated the risks of illegally entering building sites in a
newsletter to all local households, and have been working
closely with local schools to raise awareness of site safety
issues. This involved a presentation to younger children at
Chineham Park School, which was held jointly between
Mansell plc and Sentinel Housing Association which all involved
felt was valuable and educational.”
”Overall, everyone who’s been involved in this project is looking
forward to the first new homes being occupied this year .
We’re well underway with this record investment in Popley,
and thank local people for their continued support of our
efforts.”
The first new homes are expected to complete in October
2008.
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sinks appliances etc.

Save £££ on the cost
of a new fitted kitchen
tel 01256 363 356
Freephone: 0800 590 987
www.re-nukitchens.co.uk
(currently known as Chineham Park Preschool)

Opening September 2008
Based within Pebbles Children’s Centre, in the beautiful grounds of
Chineham Park School, the Nursery will provide a safe stimulating
and fun environment for children to grow and learn.
Education grants are available for children from the first term following their 3rd
birthday. Unfortunately, there are no free places for children under 3.
We can take up to 56 children aged from birth to 5 years and we are working in
conjunction with the NCMA and local childminders to provide continuity of care.
Places are available 5 days a week (8.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Friday) all year
round and the children have either a full-time or part-time place, depending on the
availability of places and the family’s needs.
We are currently taking enquiries and booking places for September start.
For further information please contact 01256 464750
(incl over the Summer Holidays)
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A New Park For Popley Questionnaire
Would you like to see a Park with facilities for all on the Aldermaston Open Space
Have you seen the proposed Lay out of the Park?

Yes

No

Are there any changes you would like to make___________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
If there is not enough money from developers to have all that is proposed what would you think
should be the priority to keep (Order 1 highest to 9 lowest)
Toddler Play area
Wheeled (Skate) area
Community Open Air Area

Junior Play Area
Multi Use games Area
Viewing Point Seating

Teens Equipment
Meeting Place
Footpath Lighting

Any other comments?_____________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Name, address or contact details (not obligatory) _________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
Contacts:Margaret Mcgrath, Parks and Open Spaces Development Officer, Environmental Care, Civic
Offices, London Road, Basingstoke, RG21 4AH phone 845407 email
margaret.mcgrath@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Jane Frankum 405 Abbey Road Basingstoke RG24 9EL Phone 819924
cllr.jane.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Paul Frankum 405 Abbey Road Basingstoke RG24 9E phone 472496
cllr.paul.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk
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The new Park is aimed as a Community Park for all the people of Popley of all ages to meet and play.
The proposals will retain and enhance the landscape and character of the open space using the tree
and shrubs as landlines.
The existing boundary fences could be replaced with landscaping to prevent unauthorised vehicular
access and for the safety of the children as they play.
A new 4m wide Avenue Path would connect Popley Way and Merton Rise with a feature main
entrance to the Park off Popley Way and this would also allow access for emergency vehicles if they were
ever needed.
The area previously used as a BMX track has banks and hollows which are reminiscent of ancient
earthworks so using this loosely it can become a theme for the design. The Community Area together with the
Play Areas are sited centrally so it can be enjoyed by all.
There could be standing stones, masts and serpentine walls and edgings to snake their way round
the area dividing, enclosing and providing informal seating.
The Junior Area could provide a range of challenges and opportunities for slightly older children.
The Wheeled Play Area is also sited on the disused car park and is a street course designed for
beginners and juniors.
The Community Open Air Facility is enclosed by a natural amphitheatre with grass terracing to the
north and ‘standing stones’ to define the space.
The Toddler and Junior Play Areas are situated adjacent to the Meeting Area for ease of access and
providing open supervision. Both areas are fenced and have seating.
The Toddler Area is designed around a moated mound and Lookout Tower. Its robust, and colourful
equipment, surfacing and graphics could provide a wide range of equipment and play area.
The Teen Play Area is open and its activities are sited away from the other areas providing teenagers
with a variety of challenging and meeting places.
The Multi Use Games Area is set away from the new and existing housing, on the disused car park
facilitating easy access.
The Nature Area will give the opportunity for schools to take the children to learn about the environment
and is designated for further development in association with local groups and schools.
The area will be disabled friendly and all age groups (yes even the old dears like me) will be able to
enjoy the facilities from picnics to sports.
There have already been quite a few comments most of which are very positive from giving the park
a new name to what about the dogs that are let off their leads to run? What about Travellers ,and will we be
able to hold community functions on there?
What do you think? Would you like to know more? For further information or to give your thoughts and
idea contact Jane or Paul Frankum on 819924 or email cllr.jane.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk We have also
provided a questionnaire for you to fill in. You can return it to 405 Abbey Road or to BDBC at the Civic Offices.
We will try to keep you all informed in the monthly Popley Matters. Jane Frankum (Editor)
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