Your Local Family Post Office and Emporium
Abbey Road (Shops)

(01256) 323679

Monday–Saturday
9am–5pm

We sell lots of popular items including:• Play Lottery + Scratch Cards
• Stationery • Party Items
• Gifts
• Papers
• Magazines • Hardware

POPLEY
MATTERS

PROUDLY SERVING THE POPLEY COMMUNITY SINCE MAY 1992

December 2020

Distribution of 5,400

to
e
e
y
Fr ple ts
P o en
s id
e
R

• All Post Office Services
If you dont see it ask us and we will try to get what you ask for

FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS / 357637
FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE
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Editor: The Popley Ma ers team wish you all as good a Christmas as we
can. At the me of me wri ng to you no one knows what Christmas will
be like for contact with our families. I think this Covid-19 pandemic has
changed our lives forever and I for one certainly appreciate the freedom
we all had before; lock-down in March came as a terriﬁc shock to all of us.
People pulled together and I have heard of some wonderful reports of
people volunteering. This included making protec ve masks and scrubs
out of bedding and duvets that were donated by people all across Hampshire
Editor
mostly going to Basingstoke, Andover and Winchester hospitals. They also
Jane Frankum
made PPE for care homes, surgeries, and carers un l they started to get
dona ons of rolls of material. People have also been making up parcels and delivering to
families that otherwise would have had do without and even to NHS staﬀ whose shi s ﬁnished
close to or a er closing me. Panic buying stripped the shelves and by the me they ﬁnished
work there was li le le to buy.
There will be many people on their own this Christmas so please with my usual requests look
out for your friends and neighbours; it may be extra tough this year. If you know of a person
or family that may need a li le help, please let Paul and me know as there is a lot of wonderful
people who are there and want to help. Stacy who is half of a duo is asking if you want them
to come and sing for and with you, details are on page 1.
The community centres are trying their best to keep clubs and the centres
going and have some limited groups mee ng using, of course, social
distance precau ons. Some church services at St Gabriel’s will go ahead
with Chris ngle and Christmas services. You will need to book ahead and
details are on page 6. I would suggest you contact your church and see
what they will be doing. Let’s all hope the vaccine works and it is not too
far away when we can get back to some normality.
Sub Editor
Contact me by on phone 819924, drop me a note through our door at 405
Paul Frankum
Abbey Road RG24 9EL or email editor@popleyma ers.org.uk.
The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the editorial team, the members of the
committee, or the Popley Matters magazine.
Editorial Team:– Chair Terry Jones; Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Treasurer Christopher Martin; Proof Reader
Lorraine Beaney. Area Distribution Manager Martin Biermann; Jane Frankum and Jeremy Jackman.
Distribu on Teams- Hom Bahadur Pun; Jenny Bailey; Linda Banﬁeld; Chansopha Bierman; Mar n Bierman; Arthur Botham; Mark
Budden; Lynne Cooke; Patricia Dennis; Marie Edwards; Tony Frankum; David Gambrell; Nicci Gambrell; Pat Hamilton; Stacy Hart;
Stuart Humphries; Dee Jackman; Jeremy Jackman; Robert Kerr; Simon Leadbe er; Cathy Li; Angela Lockwood ; Alan Marsden;
Milly Mcgann; Mar n Meppam; Vera Mitchell; Ryan Olsen; Marta Przybyl; Zoe Restall; Sue Roux; Tory Searle; Luke Simmonds;
Alan Simpson; Chris ne Spencer; Arthur Taylor; Chris ne Taylor; Jean Taylor; Wendy Taylor; Chris ne Thresher; Richard Townsend;
Chucka Uju; Janet Ward; and Carole Wheeler.
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Thank you for your support.

Gree ngs from Chineham Library!
Hopefully, by the me you read this, we will be on the other side of Lockdown
2, and Christmas is not that far away …
As usual, if you want to learn something new over the next few weeks as the
nights start to draw in there are a number of courses available online as part
of the ‘Learning in Libraries’ scheme. To ﬁnd out more and to book a course
visit
the
H antsweb
shop
online
on
h ps://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php?cat=369 and click on ‘Online learning’.
Be aware that you may need to download Zoom for course access.
Hampshire Library oﬀers a Home Library Service to support those who cannot
visit a library due to ill-health, disability, or caring du es. If you do not use the
Home Library Service but are taking addi onal shielding precau ons, Ready
Reads selec ons and reserva ons can also be collected on your behalf. Go to
to ﬁnd out more, or ring 01962 454747.
We are s ll running the Ready Reads scheme if you would like us to pick your
books for you – if you would like to register, either ring 01962 454747 or go to
www.hants.gov.uk/librariesandarchives/library/ready-reads to ﬁll in the online
registra on form. We have had some nice feedback from our customers, with
some saying that they have been introduced to new authors and books which
they are enjoying very much!
Please remember that joining the library is FREE, browsing is FREE, the Ready
Reads and Home Library Service are FREE, and our e-oﬀerings through BorrowBox
and RBDigital are FREE!
We are currently open on the following days:
Tuesday: 10 am – 4 pm
Wednesday: 10 am – 4 pm
Friday: 10 am – 4 pm
Saturday: 10 am – 4 pm
We wish you a happy fes ve season, and hope to see you soon!
Chineham Library Team
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Calling all Music-Lovers, Especially Those Who
May be Feeling Alone or Isolated This Christmas.
We are a local acous c music duo called Wherewithal and want to spread a
li le joy during these diﬃcult mes. We're oﬀering short personalised music
performances outside people's homes during the school holidays, for those
people who may be missing out on their usual celebra ons or feel they need a
boost. We can perform a couple of Christmas songs or, if you have other ideas
for a favourite song you'd like to hear, we can discuss learning it especially for
you. If you'd like a bit of a longer
performance, why not team up with
your neighbours for a group gig and
arrange for those that need assistance
to be able to wrap up and come
outside to see us too? Of course,
singing along is welcome!
Slots are available on a ﬁrst-come,
ﬁrst-served basis. Please message
our
Facebook
page
@wherewithalband for more details.
Happy holidays to everyone!

Check Your Passport
If you plan to travel to Europe from 1st January 2021, please use this link to check
whether your passport will be valid.
https://www.gov.uk/check-a-passport-travel-europe-1-january-2021?utm_source=pptchec
kersms&utm_medium=offline&utm_campaign=transition
Remember that your European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) will be valid up to 31
December 2020 and you might need an international driving permit (IDP) to drive in
some countries. More information on travelling to Europe from 1 January 2021 such as
healthcare, border control, visas, driving, insurance, pets, roaming and business topics
can be found here:
https://www.gov.uk/visit-europe-1-january-2021
If you do need a new passport photo for business travel, please contact me for a covid
compliant passport shoot. Appointments are not always necessary. Bookings for
non-essential travel will recommence when lockdown is lifted.
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JONATHAN
WILLIAMS
Independent Funeral Directors
• Family run Funeral Directors with
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and
professional service 24 hours a day,
365 days year
• Private and peaceful
Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring
for your family
35-41 Essex Road
Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603
(24hrs)

Everest Pupils have donated nearly 150kg of donation for Basingstoke
Food Bank
Everest Community Academy have been running a house competition to encourage
pupils, parents and those in the local community to donate to the Basingstoke Food
Bank to help feed those in crisis, across the Basingstoke and Deane area.
The idea was developed by the Everest Pupils Inspirational Committee (EPIC) in aid
of supporting the wider community as ‘it is important to give to the less fortunate…
because we don’t want other people in our community to worry about things that
everyone should have’ (Epic Student Representative. Together, Everest has managed
to donate an amazing 147.10kg of food, feeding 350 people in need.
Thank you to all members of the school
community for their generous donations, and
well done to those in Scott House for donating
the most food and winning the competition. With
your help, the food bank has fed over 5,800
adults and children since January of this year.

Many thanks.
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County Councillor Report: Firstly may we wish you all a Happy Christmas and sincere hope that

2021 is a lot be er for us all than this year has been. When the consulta on on Chineham Library
started, pointed out that we should be in the catchment area and sent evidence of many Popley
families who use the library, that Popley was a lot closer than many other areas that had been
included, and that Popley was within a few minutes walk. The Save Chineham Library Group were
amazing and I worked together with them and they produced the very accurate and professional
report to the County. The facts and ﬁgures in the report were presented to the cabinet member
and chair of the Library Commi ee. I pointed out that Chineham Library do an ar cle in Popley
Ma ers every month and the residents of Popley feel that it is also our library. The facts were
clear and they agreed that Popley was, and should be, in the catchment area. This had such an
eﬀect on the ﬁgures when they were assessed, and Chineham Library was saved. I would also like
to thank Cllr Paul Frankum for s cking with me and helping with the research. It was an uphill
ba le and the ba le was won but if we don’t use the Library, albeit at the moment it is online,
We could s ll lose it. Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924 email:- jane.frankum@hants.gov.uk.

Popley West: I am happy to be able to update
you all on the progress at Popley Community
Park, at last I have been sent a drawing of the
play equipment so we have put the informa on
on page 15.
This has been a long, long me coming and had
to be done in phases as and when we qualiﬁed
for funding from developer contribu ons. Tintern
Close Play Area was also upgraded and some play
areas in Popley East. Our next campaign is for
be er disabled access. I confess I didn’t realise
just how diﬃcult it is for disabled and when you
rely on a disabled buggy to get around un l I
became a user. Simple trips like going to the shops,
doctors, den st, hospital or town means looking
at maps to ﬁnd a route where there are dropped
kerbs and can mean a much longer journey. The
poor state of some paths is also a concern. The
bridge from Abbey Road to Oakridge was
impossible for buggies and wheelchairs. Thankfully
once we pointed it out, it was repaired very quickly
as well as the dropped kerb at the rear of
Shangri-La widened and made useable. If you
know of any please let us know. We have
approached the county about the inaccessible
ones along the main Abbey Road and it has been
put on the work programme.
Cllr Paul Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.paul.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.jane.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk
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Popley East:2020 has proven to be a very diﬃcult
year but what has come to the fore is the wonderful
community spirit that we have both in our ward
and right across the town and our thanks go to
everyone.
Since the start of the ﬁrst lockdown, in our role as
your ward councillors, we have had to change how
we do things as we’ve been unable to visit residents
in their homes or hold our monthly surgeries but,
through email and telephone, residents have
con nued to raise their issues and concerns and
we’ve taken these forward. Please con nue to use
these contact methods detailed below.
Residents w ill be aware of the parking
improvements that have been carried out in the
ward over the last couple of years. Burns Close
and Tasmania Close are examples where several
new parking spaces have been created and they
have been very well received. Proposals for
addi onal parking in Lawrence Close and Dryden
Close have now been worked on and residents in
these roads will either have recently received
correspondence, or will shortly be about to, from
the Borough seeking their views on the proposed
changes. Please do let the Borough know your
thoughts on them.
Finally, can we wish everyone a very happy
Christmas and New Year.

Cllr David Potter 07941507801
cllr.david.potter@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Janet Westbrook 07747335200
cllr.janet.westbrook@basingstoke.gov.uk
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Peter’s
Chinese Food and Fish &
Chips to take away
Unit 2, 1 Fair Isle House
Popley, Basingstoke
Hants RG24 9XD
(Maldive Road Straight Up)

Telephone Basingstoke

01256-328740

Telephone Orders (To Collect)

Opening Hours
Monday
5:00pm–10:00pm
Tuesday To Saturday
12noon–2:00pm and 5:00pm–10:00pm
Sunday & Bank Holiday Mondays Closed
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Julia Tavener
MCFHP MAFHP
Experienced
Foot Health
Professional
Foot care in the
comfort of your
own home

Now talking
bookings

07875 137299
j.tavener@hotmail.co.uk
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Have Your Say on Budget Proposals to
Keep Council Tax Low and Protect
Services Residents Value

Probus Hears a Story of Til ng at Windmills
The book about Spaniard, Don Quixote, who fu lely a acked the sails of windmills,
has some similari es with the experience of Probus Club of Basingstoke member,
Dave Kitson.
Some years ago, Dave and wife Jennifer, bought a house in Kent that had an
interes ng extension – a windmill. Known as Stanford Mill it had been built in 1857 as a corn mill. By
the me of their purchase the sails had been removed but was Grade 2 listed.
However, Dave thought it possible to make it usable as an annexe to the house. Some of the ﬂoorboards
and ladders were ro en or missing due to an inherent problem of severe damp in the mill.
One day, when working at the top of the mill, Dave heard someone coming up one of the
aluminium ladders he had installed but there was nobody there. He descended via the same squeaky
ladder to the outside and then heard the same noise. It came from a man on an aluminium ladder
pain ng the outside of a house over 70 metres away and yet, in the mill, it sounded almost behind
him.
Standing so long and so visible there were many occasions when the mill came under some
form of a ack. In the First World War a passing Zeppelin dropped a bomb spli ng the brickwork on
the ground ﬂoor. A lightning strike blew out many of the power sockets and an earthquake failed to
damage the mill but separated some brickwork on the house.
Selling the house, with a poten ally problem windmill, did not present any diﬃcul es. The
buyer needed deep pockets if the mill was to be brought back to some usable condi on. Windmills
may stand proudly on the landscape but, as Dave Kitson will a est, could need bo omless pits of
money for their upkeep.
See www.probusbasingstoke.club
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Proposals for a Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council budget, that protects services
that residents value most while keeping council tax low, have been agreed for consultation.
Approved by Cabinet last night (10 November), a £5, or 10p per week, average increase
proposed for the borough council part of the council tax for 2021/22 is likely to make it one of the
lowest of the districts in Hampshire, and most of the rest of the country, again.
Despite this, the council still has one of the highest spend per heads of districts in
England and the highest of districts in Hampshire. This is despite rising costs and demand for
services and a huge reduction in government funding.
Like many others across the country, the council’s budget has also been put under
further pressure as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic with falling income and extra costs to
provide support during this unprecedented time.
Maintaining services that residents value, including weekly bin collections, community
safety patrols and keeping areas looking their best, are funded as part of proposals to balance
the budget next year.
This includes previous commitments for additional funding to increase community safety
patrols and a new scheme for councillors to support small-scale projects in their communities,
which were delayed as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.
To help fund services, as well as a small increase in council tax, a 3% average increase
in fees and charges to help pay for the costs of these services without putting the burden on
council tax payers is proposed.
Over the last 11 years £15.1 million in savings have been made while protecting services,
with the borough council continuing to look at how it can run more efficiently.
Cabinet Member for Finance and Service Improvement Cllr Hannah Golding said:
“Residents’ priorities are at the heart of everything we do and our proposals continue to focus on
what matters most to our communities as well ensuring we are well placed to prepare for the
borough’s future as we work alongside our partners to respond to the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic.
“Our proposed budget plans for the coming year will continue to make us a low council
tax borough despite having one of the highest spending per head on services of all districts in
the country.
“Although we have a history of strong financial management, we are having to make
difficult decisions with reductions in funding and rising costs and demand for our services to
ensure we can continue to provide services in the future. With a £1.03 million budget gap in
2021/22, we are awaiting confirmation of government funding to help address this as part of its
annual spending review.
“Alongside this we are continuing to look at the opportunities we have to address funding
gaps in the future, including how we work to ensure we continue to be as efficient as possible
and our services continue to meet the needs of our residents.”
“It is really important that our budget continues to reflect the priorities of our communities
so we would love to hear from residents, businesses and groups across the borough to help
shape our proposals.”
Feedback from the consultation, that runs until 3 January 2021 at
www.basingstoke.gov.uk/budget2020, will be considered before final decisions about the budget
are taken at a meeting of Council on 25 February 2021.
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M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE
Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke
RG24 9NP
Servicing and repairs to all makes and models

cars and light commercials
Pre-MOTs/MOTs arranged by appointment

clutches, brakes, shockers
free fit exhausts, timing belts
tuning, welding, diagnostics checks
Motor vehicle specialist
Free delivery and collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you
For a friendly and personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650
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K.G.Matthews
Carpentry and Construction
All types of Carpentry
work including:
• Kitchen and Bedroom
units
• Stairs,
Locks and Doors
• Also Home
Improvements
For a Friendly and Professional service call
Ken now on

07920003278
tadleycarpenters.co.uk
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Hello Popley
Well it’s that time of year again where we shall all be getting ready for
Christmas. We at MHA communities have a fun 12 days of Christmas
raffle; five numbers is £5 and twelve numbers £10 with lots of lovely
prizes to be won. We are still delivering the lovely hot meals from
Oasis Café on a weekly basis. What else could MHA possible squeeze into our members’
lifes from telephone befriending to Zoom activities, the cake delivery and, of course,
the monthly raffle which is drawn on the last Wednesday of the month by myself. This
month’s raffle prize is a lovely bottle of wine from Berry Brothers and a box of chocolates
raffle tickets are £2 a strip and all monies raised go straight back into our own MHA to
communities and supporting our members.
I am hoping by the time this is printed and sent out to the Popley community the lock
down would have been eased and some kind of normality resumed. If I’m honest, I’m
dreading a lockdown Christmas and not being able to spend time with my family and
friends, so this year I have decided to bear the bank holidays over the xmas period. I
shall be continuing to work and making lots of befriending calls to our members delivering
meals on wheels and hopefully bringing some love and laughter and support to our
members over this period.
If you know of an elderly relative or neighbour who would love a telephone befriending
service or to join in the Zoom activities than please get in touch with me.
We are always looking at extra volunteers to help with the telephone befriending,
delivery of hot meals etc. If you have a couple of spare hours a week or a month then
please think about becoming a volunteer with MHA Please get in contact with me at
Francesca.wildash@mha.org.uk or 07720680403; please leave a message and contact
number and I will get back to you.
All that is left for me to say is Popley, be safe and we at MHA Communities wish you
all a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Francesca Wildash

POPLEY FIELDS COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
AGM
THURSDAY 28th JANUARY 2021
7.OOPM
Popley Fields Community Centre
For more informa on about joining the commi ee
Or to ﬁnd out what happens at the centre.
Email us at popleyﬁelds1996@hotmail.co.uk
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World Sight Day at Morrisons went very well. Our position was perfect. Everyone
had to pass by our very interesting table display after shopping. Many people walked
past and then returned either for a closer inspection of the table or to put a donation
in our bucket. It gave us an opportunity to chat to people and explain how we raise
money and how we spend it. They were really interested. As PRO it was an eye
opener. Having produced these reports for nine years, which are published in
virtually all the community magazines, 80% of the people had never heard of us.
Wow!
Fundraising: Latest venture is the Basingstoke and Deane Community Lottery on
which we have a page which enables supporters to buy lottery tickets. 50% of the
purchase price comes to our charity account and another 10% to other good causes.
We can only hope that this is more successful than Easyfundraising (which isn’t), and
Amazon Smile (which is more wry grin).
Welfare: We have received 4 new bids for assistance. One had to be rejected
immediately. The other 3 are being scrutinised. In these straitened times we look at
both sides of every coin.
Reboot IT: Basingstoke Voluntary Action and our Club are co-operating in this
scheme to revamp old computers to be passed on to people who cannot afford new
ones. So if you have a redundant computer you’d like to donate for re-cycling please
contact BVA on 01256 423816 or email contact@bva.org.uk with your details and
they will arrange collection.
Fun: As we can’t meet for a proper dinner meeting we had a Zoom Halloween Party
complete with Funky Facts, Quizzical Questions and a menu of Eyeball Pasta,
Freaky Fingers, Witch’s Cauldron and Slime Soup with Dragon Drool – delicious!
Next Month: By popular demand another Zoom Quiz on 14th November. This time
we’re going mad with 110 easy questions. (Well they are if you know the answers!)
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Leave a gift for charity
Whilst many Christmas presents will be forgotten as soon as they have
been unwrapped, there is a festive gift that can make a big difference –
leaving a legacy to a charity.
Three quarters of Britons regularly give to charity in their lifetimes, but only 6% include a
charity when writing a Will.

Now taking
Bookings

Without this source of income many charities would have to cut important services and
some could not exist.
Lucy Watson, who heads the Wills and Probate team at Phillips Solicitors, said: “Charities
rely on both regular donations and legacies in Wills to be able to continue their good work.
Leaving money to charity in your Will can make a huge difference and what a wonderful
way to ensure that your legacy lives on after you’ve gone.”

RM Carpentry
All aspects of carpentry

“It is especially important to think of charities at the moment when so many of their normal
fundraising avenues have been cancelled with the coronavirus pandemic.”

Rhys Marshall
07388812720
rhysmarshall@hotmail.co.uk

Donations can be as small or as large as you wish, as every gift makes a difference. A gift
made to a UK registered charity is also inheritance tax free.
“If your estate is large enough to be chargeable to inheritance tax, gifts to charity will
reduce not just the overall amount of tax paid by the rest of your estate but also the rate of
tax, resulting in your family getting the most of their inheritance,” explained Lucy.
“If you are looking to leave money to a charity you may well consider Sebastian’s Action
Trust, which is Phillips’ charity of the year.”
Sebastian’s Action Trust provides emotional, social and practical care together with
outreach and specialist support to families in Hampshire,
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and Surrey.
It also offers respite holidays to families from all over the UK
at The Bluebells – the Trust’s unique facility in North
Waltham, just outside of Basingstoke.
For help in leaving a charitable legacy, or for any other Wills
and Probate issues, please contact Lucy by emailing
lucy.watson@phillips-law.co.uk or by calling 01256 854646.
For more information about the wide range of legal services
offered by Phillips Solicitors, please visit www.phillipslaw.co.uk
Page 10
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Dear Friends
Whatever you are doing or wherever you are this festive season, whether it’s
listening to the radio or watching TV this month or even, pandemic restrictions allowing,
you might be wandering around the shops in the town by the time this is published. No
doubt at some point the lyrics of those all too familiar Christmas songs will worm their
way so deeply into your mind until you wake up humming or singing at least one of them
over and over again! For example: “It's Christmas-time; there's no need to be afraid. At
Christmastime, we let in light and we banish shade. And in our world of plenty we can spread
a smile of joy. Throw your arms around the world at Christmastime.” “A very Merry Christmas,
and a happy new year. Let's hope it's a good one, without any fear!” or “So here it is Merry
Christmas everybody's having fun look to the future now, It's only just begun!”
Set alongside the traditional Christmas Carols that we’ll also be singing there is
clearly an overriding theme in all these songs that speaks of a hope for the future; for
ourselves, our families and for the world in which we live.
Where does this hope come from? Is it just rooted in this season of peace on earth,
goodwill towards men, something to be put away once January arrives and things get back
to ‘normal’, whatever that is or means! The past year has seen some seismic upheaval
through the continuing pandemic. Images of the plight of refugees striving to ind a better
life, only to lose it through crossing the channel in boats way too small, have brought home
the terrible anguish and suffering of other human beings, and for so many there is still the
stress and anxiety of daily living highlighted recently in the Children in Need campaign
which this year raised an astonishing £38 million pounds!
Sadly, history is littered with the human debris of disease, poverty, con lict, con lict
and war, so is it any wonder that we long to hear a message of hope? Hope for the future,
for ourselves, for our community and humankind and when we hear it, doesn’t it bring a
good, good feeling with it?
I believe that as humankind we lack the capacity for permanent change. It seems
to me that there is an essential need in the human spirit to ill a gap, to search out something
that’s gone missing! A gap we try to ill with all sorts of harmful things! I know of only one
way to ill that gap! A message is broadcast throughout the year, but especially so now, at
this time! It is the message of a Saviour, born in a stable over 2,000 years ago, born for you
and for me, born the Son of God! Our God is a God of compassion and care who rolled up
his sleeves and got stuck in with us to show us how that hope we all long for can become
a reality. If you have young children, why not check out this link on YouTube ). A wonderful
retelling of God’s story.
When you’re singing those Christmas songs or Carols, listen to the words! What
are they saying to you? May God richly bless you and yours this Christmas time and
throughout the coming year and may you know the peace of the Christ-child.
Your friend and vicar
St Gabriel’s, December 2020
01256 324734
https://www.stgabrielspopley.net/

Arthur.
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BDDF - Basingstoke and District Disability Forum – the
local charity for our disabled community con nues to
run regular free ac vi es. Please follow us on social
media and check the latest news on our website
www.bddf.org.uk.
Ac vi es include walking groups (Wednesdays and
Thursdays); online winter coﬀee mornings called Friday Tea Break Club; and weekly
mobility improving seated yoga (both online and face to face). Note all require pre
booking.
Covid allowing, our next Disability Informa on Day will be held at Basingstoke’s Malls
shopping centre on 26th March 2021. This event is an opportunity to gain informa on,
support and advice on disability related subjects from local organisa ons, businesses
and government departments.
We are keen to start up a new in person support group for those aﬀected by disability
who would like to meet new people in a safe environment. If this is something you
would be interested in, please email info@bddf.org.uk.
Do you have a disability related ques on and don’t know which way to turn? BDDF
have extensive signpos ng informa on. We can point you in the direc on of the
service or local organisa on who will be able to help.
Volunteer opportuni es - BDDF are looking for Walk Leaders (one hour per week
commitment) to lead fully accessible and inclusive gentle walks in your local area.
Keep in touch – As well as following BDDF on social media, or visi ng our website, you
can sign up to be a BDDF Member (free) and will receive our regular newsle er
detailing our latest events and services.
Thank you to everyone who has kindly supported and joined BDDF during a very
diﬃcult year for chari es.
“Be happy in the moment, that’s enough. Each moment is all we need, not more.”
- Mother Teresa
BDDF wish you and your families a very merry Christmas.
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1st Response

Heating & Plumbing

G R AUTOS
SERVICES LTD

212273

ALL YOUR MECHANICAL NEEDS

Heating Installations
Boiler changes/upgrades
Servicing
Breakdowns
Landlord Safety Checks
Power Flushing

SERVICES, M.O.T.s, REPAIR WORK,
BRAKES, CLUTCHES, CAMBELTS, HEAD
GASKETS, TY RES, RECOVERY, AIR
CONDITIONING

563148

MS Property Services
QUALIFIED PLUMBER & HEATING

LOCAL HANDYMAN SERVICE
No job too small
Plumbing & Hea ng

LOCAL FREE COLLECTION AND
DELIVERY

Pain ng & Decora ng
Cer ﬁed Gas and Electric Works
Carpentry

QUOTE THIS CODE FOR 10% DISCOUNT- TCS06

CONTACT: -GRAHAM HOBBS
07900675181
grhobbs52@hotmail.com

MICKEY 07888 828542
mickeyfish@hotmail.com

Recrui ng Support Workers Now!
The Loddon School provides a home and an educa on for children aged 8-19 who
have excep onal support needs associated with au sm and learning diﬃcul es.

Join our team:
h p://www.loddonschool.org/work-for-us/
recruitment@loddonschool.co.uk

01256 884 639
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Now we are spending more time at home, finding ourselves in a new lockdown and with colder
weather coming, we are probably more aware of the energy we are consuming in our daily
lives. Perhaps now is the time to look into renewable energy schemes as an investment to
reduce the costs of your energy bills and gain the security of generating some of your own
energy.
The Energy Saving Trust http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/ has a wealth of information
about the different types of renewable energy, the benefits you will get from these, funding
schemes available and pre-installation guidance.
Before considering a renewable energy system, it is best to look at the overall energy efficiency
of your home and insulation is an important factor which can really make a huge difference to
how warm your house feels. There is currently government funding for insulation, plus some
additional measures.
Through the Green Homes Grant Scheme https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-the-greenhomes-grant-scheme homeowners and private/social landlords in England will be able to apply
for vouchers to pay for green improvements, of up to £5,000 per household. With government
grants covering two-thirds or more of the cost and the homeowner/landlord contributing the
remainder. For owner-occupier and park home households on low incomes, the scheme will fully
fund energy efficiency measures of up to £10,000 per household.
Available measures are split into primary and secondary groups and households will need to
install at least one primary measure to qualify for funding. Primary measures include:
Insulation (solid wall, cavity wall, under-floor, loft, flat roof, room in roof and park home).
Low carbon heat (air source heat pump, ground source heat pump and solar thermal)
Secondary measures include:
Draught proofing
Windows (double/triple glazing where replacing single glazing, secondary glazing in addition to
single glazing)
Energy efficient doors (where replacing doors installed prior to 2002)
Heating controls and insulation (appliance thermostats, hot water tank thermostats, hot water
tank insulation, smart heating controls, zone controls, delayed start thermostat and thermostatic
radiator valves).
Homeowners can check eligibility and apply online at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-forthe-green-homes-grant-scheme.

The Office for National Statistics is inviting applications for exciting new temporary census roles
at all levels. If you know anyone looking for a job then please pass this information on. All current
jobs, application information and FAQs can be found https://www.censusjobs.co.uk/.
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Community Park Improvements for the New Year
Work to install new play areas at Popley Community Park was set to get under way at the end of last month
as part of major improvement scheme at the open space area.
Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council is upgrading the play equipment and facilities at the popular park
with £400,000 funding from developers’ contributions.
The equipped play areas will need to be closed from late November for the refurbishment work to take
place safely but children and adult users of the community park in Popley Way can look forward to the different play
zones for varying ages reopening early in the new year.
Local people were asked for their views on what new play equipment they’d like to see in the park and
what features could be improved. As a result, the five priorities created for the space were a junior and toddler play
area, seating, perimeter fencing, outdoor gym and a teen play zone and to include facilities for disabled also to enjoy.
Exciting new proposals have now been developed for the play areas and teen zone, including a parkour area. There
will also be improved landscaping including nature trails, wild flowers and wildlife improvements.
Work has already taken place to install the perimeter fencing and new planting will begin this month,
alongside the work on the play areas and teen zone. The outdoor gym equipment and new seating will also be taking
place over the winter and it is expected the full project will be completed in March 2021.
“Popley Community Park is a well-used and much-loved neighbourhood facility and I know these improvements will
be well received by those people who use it. We asked residents what they wanted and I’m really pleased we are
able to deliver a range of new facilities from new play equipment to a parkour area and places to sit, relax and
enjoy the beautiful soundings for all the family,” explained local Councillor, Jane Frankum. “The winter months will
see the contractors carrying out work within a COVID-19 safe environment and therefore it will be necessary to
close the play area in the park until the new year, but I hope users will agree the new equipment will be well worth
the wait.”
For more information visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/popley-park
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