Opening Hours
Monday-Friday 9am-7pm; Sat 9am-5pm
Printed by Personalised Print 352434 Email:p.print@virgin.net

For further details ring 357637

We ﬁll your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries.
There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your
repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or
Private.
Among our many services we oﬀer:- blood pressure check, diabetic,
cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A private consultation area for
patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness by our
qualiﬁed Pharmacist. Pregnancy advice and morning after pill available.
We hold a comprehensive stock of motability equipment for hire or
purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE

UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS /357637

FASTFARE PHARMACY

If you don‛t see what you want in the store, please ask and we will try to get it for you.

NEW FRESH CREAM CAKES TO ORDER

• Faxing and photocopying available • We Accept Milk Tokens
• Paypoint pay your bills Gas, Electric, Mobile Top ups ETC.
• Western Union Money Transfer Services • International Phone Cards

• Now Available UPS Parcel Service • Play Now Lottery + Scratch Cards

Fresh Sandwiches | Pies | Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries
We serve crushed Ice Drinks

Grocery | Stationery | Oﬀ Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables | Fresh Flowers

Monday–Friday 8:00am–9:00pm Saturday 8:30am–9:30pm Sunday 9:00am–9:00pm

Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679
Open seven days a week

FASTFARE
Your Local Family Convenience Store
Distribution of 5,400
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another year and some things will change and some will stay just the same!
We say goodbye to Ruby who wrote our youth page as she is going to be
studying hard for her A levels. Thank you Ruby for your unique style of
articles. It now leaves a vacancy so if you would like to become our youth
reporter get in touch.
I met Emmy’s aunty and asked how Emmy was doing and thanks to the
support of lots of people, many of them from Popley, she is doing amazingly
Editor
well. Emmy’s Mum has written to tell us about her progress and share the
Jane Frankum good news with us; read about it on page 1.
Perhaps you New Year resolution is to volunteer to help in the community? There are several ideas
with reports from diﬀerent charities all through your January copy of Popley Matters.
A really big thank you is due to our committee members, treasurer and proof reader, and big grateful
thank you to our volunteer deliverers who go out delivering your community magazine all through
the four seasons. We really do need some more people to help especially in the Popley Islands
areas, plus Marnel Park, Merton Rise and Melrose Walk so if you can spare an hour a month,
please get in touch with me details below. Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families Association
(now known as The Armed Forces Charity) is on page 4; Basingstoke Disability Forum on page
6 ;NeighborCare page 9; Basingstoke Voluntary Action who support nearly 500 charities on page
12 ;Basingstoke Loddon Rotary page 16; Probus page 20; Popley Fields at their AGM on page 24
and ﬁnally Basingstoke Deane Rotary on page 26.
Popley Matters has a Facebook page Popley Matters 200 and there are three
other Popley Facebook pages:- Pride of Popley, Marnel, Merton and Speirs
Meadow also Everest and the Glaziers that you can join in with to keep up
with the news in Popley.
We welcome articles from groups and clubs, also residents who might like
to write about their hobbies or the history of Popley? Email the Editor at
editor@popleymatters.org.uk. Contact me at either 405 Abbey Road, phone
Sub Editor
me, on 01256 819924 or email me at editor@popleymatters.org.uk.
Paul Frankum
Happy New Year to everyone.

Message from the Editor: Here we are at the beginning of

Piccolo Pre-school Nursery, The Sports Pavilion, Vyne Road,
Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX

Email: info@piccolopsn.com
www.piccolopreschool.co.uk

For a prospectus call in or contact us
on 075 287 26248

We offer high quality care in a happy secure
and stimulating environment
Term time only for children 2 years to school age
Open 5 mornings and 3 afternoons and lunch clubs a week
Educational structure – experienced and qualified staff
Set in idyllic location with large outdoor area
and a playground
Ofsted report – OUTSTANDING
Nursery Grants available

PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY IN
SHERBORNE ST JOHN

“Well, our accountant does our
VAT, payroll and year-end, saves
us a load of tax, monitors our
cash ﬂow and our ﬁnancial
performance, makes sure we
comply with HMRC rules, takes
an active interest and is
always there when we have a
problem… they
even handle our
HR issues, so quite
a lot really.”

www.lawrenceyoung.co.uk

Lawrence Young Ltd. Hart House, Priestley Road, Basingstoke RG24 9PU

Saving you time. Saving you tax. Saving you money.

Chartered Management Accountants, Tax Advisers
and Business Advisers to growing businesses in
Hampshire, Berkshire and Surrey.

INSPIRED BUSINESS THINKING

LawrenceYoung

Call us now on 01256 811415 to book
your FREE business review with an active
accountant. Offer limited to 4 businesses per month

What do accountants
ever do for businesses?

Jamie Davenport
Tel No: 01256 398611
Mobile No: 07876 687422

CALL

24 hour – 7 Days a Week

Heating Installations
Boiler changes/upgrades
Servicing
Breakdowns
Landlord Safety Checks
Power Flushing

FOR

212273

Heating & Plumbing

1st Response

The Executive Committee of the Basingstoke and Deane Over 55s Forum has
again this year given all those existing who are renewing for 2019 a £1.00 discount on their
membership fees if paid before the 31st December 2018. During January 2019 we will be able
to look at bringing in new members from our reserve list.
I am trying to get another batch of tickets for the Dolly Parton 9 to 5 musical at the
Savoy Theatre in London. Tickets are £52.50 plus coach fare which is just £17.00 for non
members. The ticket price includes 2 course Carvery Lunch at the Strand Palace Hotel and
coach fare. Anyone interested need to speak to or book with Gerald on 07792535116 or e-mail
gerald.merritt@ntlworld.com.
From 17th to 20th May 2019 we are arranging a four day trip to York. It includes a
day trip to Scarborough then onto Whitby for a steam train ride to Pickering, the following day
we have a guided tour of York with free time to look around. All this for £279.00 members or
£281.00 for non members. Again speak to Gerald.
Other trips to be arranged are Teapot Island with over 8,000 Teapots and over 2,000
teapots for sale. Leeds Castle - Blosson Trail in Evesham - Malvern Flower Show - Stratford
- on -Avon River Festival - Kew Gardens and a trip to Brighton plus a few more will be added
during 2019.
Page 28

Over 55s Forum
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After a year of incredible fundraising, Emmy had Selective Dorsal
Rhizotomy (SDR) surgery in St Louis, Missouri in September 2016.
Before SDR, Emmy’s Cerebral Palsy meant that she could not
stand up or walk on her own. She used a walking frame to move around.
Her legs were constantly stiﬀ.
When Emmy had SDR, she said goodbye and good riddance
to spasticity and started her journey towards a more comfortable and
independent life.
Over the past twelve months Emmy has continued to work hard
in weekly physiotherapy sessions, swimming and horse riding. She has
completed four intensive blocks of physiotherapy across the country.
This year Emmy has learnt how to climb up steps, ride a bike with
stabilisers, get up from the ﬂoor through one leg, climb out of a swimming
pool and jump into it and walk on snow and ice - to name but a few new
and exciting skills.
Emmy has completed her ﬁrst para triathlon and fulﬁlled our biggest
dream of walking into school independently on her ﬁrst day. Emmy has
settled into school brilliantly. Her school is wonderful and has made sure
she is included and able to access everything. She has made lots of friends.
Her stamina is increasing every week.
Emmy is getting stronger. She is doing more and more independently.
She is stepping up bigger steps, taking bigger risks, walking further, using
her wheelchair less - her progress is incredible.
SDR isn’t a miracle cure and Emmy’s Cerebral Palsy means that
she still faces challenges everyday. But she is learning to overcome them
through hard work and determination. We are so incredibly proud of her.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank everybody that
donated to and supported our “Ready Emmy Walk” fundraising campaign.
Without you, Emmy would still be living with painful spasticity and her
mobility would be deteriorating.
You have given Emmy a gift that has changed her life.
What will the next year bring for Emmy? We can’t wait to ﬁnd out.

We hope that you all had an enjoyable Christmas. How about taking up a new interest
for the new year? There are spaces in both our general reading group which meets on the last
Saturday of each month, and in our writing group, for which more details are available from the
library. You are very welcome even just to come for a trial session.
The December event with Longdog Brewery was very successful, and already events
are booked for the new year. Thursday 21st February, we have ‘Drama for All’, with two free
bookable sessions of drama for your children. There will be the regular craft session on 5th
January from 10am–12pm, and storytimes at 11am on all other Saturdays. Construction Club
providing Lego and Duplo takes place from 2 – 3.30pm.
All the other children’s activities take place as usual, with rhymetimes on Tuesdays for
under ones at 10am and over ones at 11am. Chatterbooks meets on 17th January at 3.45 – 4.45pm
for primary school age children. Coding Club is full for this term; places can be booked for after
Easter. The Stay and Play reading group for mums and pre-school children meets on 9th January
from 10am – 11am. Crime reading group meet on 19th January and the general reading group
on 26th January, both 10.30 – 11.30am. Writing group meets 10th January from 5.30 – 7pm. Age
Concern will be providing computer tuition for the over 50s on Wednesday mornings from 9th
January. Places need to be booked with the area oﬃce on: 01256 423874.
As well as all these activities the library has much to interest everyone. We have
colourful, changing displays and an extensive book stock available for adults and children. Also
we oﬀer free computer and wiﬁ access.

Happy New Year
Cathy Foster

Update on “Ready Emmy Walk”

Chineham Library

Sunday & Bank Holidays Mondays Closed

5:00pm–10:00pm
Tuesday To Saturday
12noon–2:00pm and 5:00pm–10:00pm

Opening Hours
Monday

Telephone Orders (To Collect)

01256-328740

Telephone Basingstoke

(Maldive Road Straight Up)

Unit 2, 1 Fair Isle House
Popley, Basingstoke
Hants RG24 9XD

Chi
Chinese
Food
F
d and
d Fish
Fi h &
Chips to take away

Peter’s

If so you haven’t tried
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We are always pleased to welcome new members so why not come along and give short mat
bowling a try. We have bowls available which you can use and the existing members will be only too
pleased to show you the ropes of the game.
We would be pleased to hear from you and for any further information please contact Les on
01256 850973 (skerryvore1@btinternet.com) or Tony on 01256 889350
(mar_ton19@yahoo.co.uk).

there is sufficient interest, could start again.

during the winter season. We also used to meet on Tuesday afternoons and Monday evenings which, if

throughout the year from 2.30pm to 4.30pm. We arrange a programme of games with other clubs

We are a small friendly club who meet at the Chute Pavilion on Thursday afternoons

Christmas come and enjoy gentle fun exercise at our club.

Short Mat Bowls ! – which is friendly – social – and very competitive!!!! If you over indulge at

So you think bowls is about as interesting as counting sheep!!

SHERBORNE ST JOHN SHORT MAT BOWLS CLUB

CHUTE PAVILION SPORTS AND RECREATION GROUND

(24hrs)

01256 817603

35-41 Essex Road
Basingstoke RG21 7TB

• Family run Funeral Directors with
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and
professional service 24 hours a day,
365 days year
• Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring
for your family

Independent Funeral Directors

JONATHAN
WILLIAMS

M: 07823884522

LANDSCAPING SPECIALIST
& GARDEN MAINTENANCE
Domestic Fencing, Gates,
Patios, Paths, Driveways,
Garden Clearances,
Grass & Hedge Cutting,
Turf Laying, Patio Cleaning.

WWW. JBDRIVE.co.uk
E: JBDRIVE@Live.com

01256 883881
07940 569833
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Family Run Business, Fully Insured
Competitive Prices, Free Quotes
Full 'L'Test trainingwiththeorytuitionincluded

Single lesson Discount for holdersof
Student NHSor ForcesIDcards

£28 P/h students

£29 per Hour

10 Hours for £260

Patient friendlyinstructor, learn at your own pace
with 1to 1lessonsincl Evenings&Weekends
Good PassratesFullyinsured Dual control car

ADI

James Bone

JBDRIVE

Hopefully we’ll see you all soon!

We will be back in action soon - ﬁrst Saturday, monthly, in the usual
place at the entrance to the ponds oﬀ Tobago Close. Any questions pop over
to our Facebook Page or email popleyponds@
gmail.com

To be fair, it rained so much that day so was probably a blessing in
disguise! We will look to add in an extra session when the weather is a bit fairer
since we’re never short of something to do.

December for us was a bit of a washout, i.e. we had to cancel the work
party because someone (Gill) went away for the weekend and someone else
(Natalie) forgot to get the keys to the store cupboard so someone else (Bryan)
could actually go and lead the thing while the second someone went to get a
haircut… Sorry everyone but I can at least assure you my hair looks epic ;)

We Hope You’re All Warm and Well in 2019
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ZŽƚĂƌǇ^ŚŽĞďŽǆhƉĚĂƚĞ
KƵƌ ƐŚŽĞďŽǆĞƐ ǁĞŶƚ ƚŽ ŽƵƌ ĐĞŶƚƌĂů ĐŽůůĞĐƚŝŶŐ ĂƌĞĂ ĂŶĚ
ǁĞƌĞ ƚŚĞŶ ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƚĞĚ ďǇ ƌŽĂĚ ƚƌĂŶƐƉŽƌƚ ƚŽ ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ ŝŶ
ůďĂŶŝĂ͕ DŽůĚŽǀĂ͕ DŽŶƚĞŶĞŐƌŽ ĂŶĚ ZŽŵĂŶŝĂ͕ ŵĂŬŝŶŐ Ă
ƚŽƚĂů ŽĨ Ϯϳ͕ϬϬϬ ƐŚŽĞďŽǆĞƐ ƐĞŶƚ ĨƌŽŵ ƚŚĞ tĞƐƐĞǆ ZŽƚĂƌǇ
ĚŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ͕ ĨƵůů ŽĨ ŐŽŽĚŝĞƐ ƚŽ ŐŝǀĞ Ă ůŝƚƚůĞ ŚĂƉƉŝŶĞƐƐ ƚŽ ƵŶĚĞƌ
ƉƌŝǀŝůĞŐĞĚ ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ ŝŶ ƚŚŽƐĞ ĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ͘ ŐĂŝŶ ƚŚĂŶŬ ǇŽƵ
ƚŽ ŽƵƌ ŐĞŶĞƌŽƵƐ ĚŽŶŽƌƐ͘
ZŽƚĂƌŝĂŶƐ ŽǀĞƌƐĞĞ ƚŚĞ ďŽǆĞƐ Ăůů ƚŚĞ ǁĂǇ ƵŶƚŝů ƚŚĞǇ͛ƌĞ
ŐŝǀĞŶ ƚŽ ƚŚĞ ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ
dŽ ŐĞƚ ŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ ůŽŽŬ ŽƵƚ ĨŽƌ ŝŶĨŽ ŝŶ ϮϬϭϵ͘

dŝĐŬĞƚƐĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞĨƌŽŵdŚĞŶǀŝůŽǆKĨĨŝĐĞ͘
hŶĂƐŚĂŵĞĚůǇƉĂƚƌŝŽƚŝĐ͕ĂĨĂďƵůŽƵƐĐŽŶĐĞƌƚ͊

/d^EKddKK>ddKKK<&KZ
ĂƐŝŶŐƐƚŽŬĞĞĂŶĞZŽƚĂƌǇϭϭƚŚ ŚĂƌŝƚǇŽŶĐĞƌƚ
d,EŽĨ,ZD:^dz͛^ZKz>DZ/E^
d,Es/>^/E'^dK<
^ƵŶĚĂǇϮϳƚŚ :ĂŶƵĂƌǇ͕ϯ͘ϬϬƉŵ

t,d͛^,WWE/E'/E:EhZzϮϬϭϵ

^ĞƌǀŝŶŐŽƵƌĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ

Helen Ricketts: helen@highpathway.co.uk
or
Paul Temple:tempaul45@gmail.com

CONTACTS

Do you have old,
damaged or unreadable street or road signs?
We have managed to get quite a few done in
this year’s budget and some are on the list
for later in 2019. Please let us know and, if
you can email a photo too, that would be
very helpful. If you have any concerns or
issues, our email and contact details are at
the end of his report.
The bin collection is still appalling especially
if your roads are the end of the day’s round.
The present Tory administration stated in
a full council meeting that the areas have
never looked so good. Of course we who live
in our town wards know that is nonsense
so please complain online at basingstoke.
gov.uk so that they get the message that
the estates need attention to bins, litter,
fly tipping and other issues. Please also let
us, your local councillors, know so we can
chase up your issues.
The Boundary Commission has admitted
their mistakes and that some submissions
had not been included so they are doing
a review of what went wrong, so the new
boundaries will not take eﬀect till the 2020
elections. Popley has no elections in 2019.
Cllr Paul Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.paul.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.jane.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk

Popley West:
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Cllr David Potter 07941507801
cllr.david.potter@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Janet Westbrook 07747335200
cllr.janet.westbrook@basingstoke.gov.uk

Popley East: Following a consultation
exercise undertaken in August by Council
Oﬃcers, ﬁnal proposals have been prepared for
the Neighbourhood Improvement Scheme in the
Popley Poets area.
Comments from residents were considered along
with the priorities identiﬁed in the Community Plan
for enhancements to open space areas. During this
planning process, we identiﬁed existing overgrown
areas of planting and intensive maintenance work
will be carried out concentrating on these areas.
Where possible Vivid Housing Association will be
engaged in this improvement scheme.
The work is expected to start at the end of
December/early January and be completed in
April 2019.
We have reminded David Wilson Homes of their
obligations to keep the approach road to the
Spiers Meadow development as clean as possible
whilst building works are being carried out. The
state of this road obviously impacts greatly on
the residents of Jersey and Guernsey Closes.In
addition we have insisted that Carpenters Down
should also be swept as necessary because the
mud and stones from site traﬃc travels some
distance from the site causing problems for road
users and residents in the area.
Finally we wish all our Popley East residents a
happy 2019.We will continue to try and keep you
up to date with local issues of interest.

Councillors County: A very Happy New Year. With the new year I am beginning to
push once again for the long overdue adoption, where we can, of roads still not adopted
in Marnel Park and Merton Rise. It is dependent on the developer completing what in
effect are snagging issue almost unbelievable that after long10 years some are still not
adopted. Areas that the development company have appointed management companies
this tends to be in areas that are leasehold and not freehold still have issues. I have also
contacted Persimmon to replace road signs that are missing and for a site manager to
look at the sighting of misleading road signs as there are major issues with deliveries
and post. Where I have the list of areas that are adopted I am asking for grit bins from
Hampshire County Council. I have also asked for extra bins in some roads but it has to
fit their rigid criteria so will not expect many. The stringent cuts are imposed because
the present government, instead of investing, is cutting the grants yet again to councils.
There were some street lights that were not working and the highways ones will be
repaired! Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924 email jane.frankum@hants.gov.uk
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If you feel that you would be able to give a few hours per week to undertake this very rewarding
work please contact SSAFA.

Being a caseworker is a voluntary job to undertake at times to suit the volunteer, qualification is by
attending a fully funded residential course and working with other trained personnel.

There are 7,000 volunteer workers throughout the United Kingdom and on service bases. SSAFA
caseworkers operate in Europe and overseas British bases where there are expatriate communities.

As well as SSAFA being able to assist those in need, we have a need for more caseworkers.

______________________________________

touch at 07807 668398 or visit www.ssafa.org.uk.

If you would like to know more about how SSAFA can help you or someone you know, please get in

range of support from practical and financial assistance to emotional care and befriending.”

increasingly complex with younger veterans coming forward for help in greater numbers. We offer a

ensure that they are not disadvantaged by their service. We are finding that our cases are becoming

“These funds are vital if SSAFA is to continue to support those who have served their country and

60 families in Basingstoke, Hook ,Tadley, and surrounding area…… over 50,000 nationally.

SSAFA provides lifelong support for our Forces and their families. Each year the charity helps over

May 2019 and collecting for local heroes and their families at various Superstores

force again in 2019 commencing with The Basingstoke Festival of Transport at The Memorial Park in

The Hampshire/Basingstoke branch of the UK’s oldest armed forces charity SSAFA will be out in

Local volunteers collecting for Basingstoke and area

SSAFA - the Armed Forces charity, formerly known as Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families Association, is a UK
charity that provides lifelong support to serving men and women and veterans from the British Armed Forces and
their families…



Free, no obligation quote.
01256 474912
Or
07973 865359

Fully insured, local tradesman

No job too small
Daily rates for labour only or supply
and fit

x Driveways & Patios
x Walls
x Fencing
x Cleaning of existing drives
and patios

Derek Hooley (NVQ Qualified)

UNIQUE BLOCK
PAVING

Call
Mike 01256 363831
Mobile 077321 83035

Popley based engineer

Any faulty, damage, Unwanted
LCD-LED TVs
Picked up Free Of Charge, Save
you taken them to the tip.

All Makes of TV-DVR,
Retunes Undertaken.
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www.horizonsatellites.co.uk info@horizonsatellites.co.uk
tes.co.uk

Essex Road, Basingstoke, RG21 7TB

8
8418
256 841860
1256
1
0125
0

● CCTV Installations
● Sonos Sound Sytems

● WiFi Signal Improvement

Advice for Digital, Audio & Smart Equipment. Cable tidying.
Weak/low signal improvement

● Tuning & set up of your equipment

Free site survey. System planning & advice. Hidden cabling.

● TV Wall Installation

Magic Eye control & HD on multiple TVs.
Phone & Ethernet points.

● Freeview, Sky or Freesat on additional TVs

Freeview, Sky, European & Freesat Installations.
Your only local Sky authorised Dealer.

● Aerial & Dish Installations

Family Run Business Est 1988

SATELLITE & AERIALS

HORIZ
N
Sound & Vision

www.ovenclean.com

01276 473118
07882 886736

Don't forget we clean BBQs too!

Fresh solu ons every me

Non-caus c
Ovens, hobs, extractors and
microwaves cleaned

By the UK’s largest oven
cleaning company

Astral TV Repair DOMESTIC OVEN
CLEANING
LCD-PLASMA-LED T.V. Repairs

dĞů͗ϬϭϮϱϲϰϭϰϰϵϰ
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W&ĐŽŵŵŝƚƚĞĞ

tĞŚŽƉĞǇŽƵĐĂŶŵĂŬĞŝƚĂŶĚŚĞůƉƚŽŵĂŬĞWŽƉůĞǇĂŶĞǀĞŶďĞƚƚĞƌ
ƉůĂĐĞƚŽůŝǀĞ͊

ͲŵĂŝů͗ŽĨĨŝĐĞΛƉŽƉůĞǇĨŝĞůĚƐ͘ŽƌŐ 

dƌĂĐĞǇ:ƵĚŐĞ͕ĞŶƚƌĞDĂŶĂŐĞƌ͕WŽƉůĞǇ&ŝĞůĚƐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĞŶƚƌĞ͕
ĂƌƉĞŶƚĞƌƐŽǁŶ͕WŽƉůĞǇ͕Z'Ϯϰϵ

/ĨǇŽƵŚĂǀĞĂŶǇƋƵĞƐƚŝŽŶƐĂďŽƵƚƚŚĞĂƐƐŽĐŝĂƚŝŽŶŽƌƚŚĞ'DƉůĞĂƐĞ
ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ͕

KŶdŚƵƌƐĚĂǇƚŚĞϭϳƚŚŽĨ:ĂŶƵĂƌǇϮϬϭϴĂƚϳ͘ϬϬƉŵǁĞǁŝůůďĞŚŽůĚŝŶŐ
ŽƵƌĂŶŶƵĂůŐĞŶĞƌĂůŵĞĞƚŝŶŐǁŚŝĐŚŝƐĂƉĞƌĨĞĐƚƚŝŵĞƚŽĨŝŶĚŽƵƚŵŽƌĞ
ĂďŽƵƚƵƐŽƌĞǀĞŶŐĞƚŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ͊

WŽƉůĞǇ&ŝĞůĚƐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇƐƐŽĐŝĂƚŝŽŶƌƵŶƐƚŚĞWŽƉůĞǇ&ŝĞůĚƐ
ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĐĞŶƚƌĞĂƐǁĞůůĂƐĂŶƵŵďĞƌŽĨĞǀĞŶƚƐĂŶĚ
ĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚƚŚĞǇĞĂƌŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐƚŚĞWŽƉůĞǇ&ĞƐƚŝǀĂů
ĂŶĚƌĞŐƵůĂƌǇŽƵƚŚĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐ͘

>ŽŽŬŝŶŐĨŽƌĂĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚŬŝŶĚŽĨEĞǁzĞĂƌ͛Ɛ
ƌĞƐŽůƵƚŝŽŶ͍

/ŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚŝŶŐĞƚƚŝŶŐŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚŝŶƚŚĞ
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇďƵƚŶŽƚƐƵƌĞŚŽǁ͍
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ĂƐŝŶŐƐƚŽŬĞŝƐĂďŝůŝƚǇŽŶŶĞyŝŽŶƐ
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ůů&Z͕ĞǀĞƌǇŽŶĞŝƐǁĞůĐŽŵĞ͕ŶŽďŽŽŬŝŶŐŶĞĞĚĞĚ;ũƵƐƚƚƵƌŶƵƉͿ

&ŽƌŵŽƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚƵƐ͗
dĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞ͗ϬϭϮϱϲϰϮϯϴϲϵ
ŵĂŝů͗ŝŶĨŽΛďĚĚĨ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬ
tĞď͗ǁǁǁ͘ďĚĚĨ͘ŽƌŐ͘ƵŬ







ϴ:ĂŶƵĂƌǇ͗^ŽƵƚŚtĞƐƚĞƌŶZĂŝůǁĂǇƚĂůŬďǇƚŚĞŝƌĚŝƐĂďŝůŝƚǇĂĐĐĞƐƐĂŶĚŝŶĐůƵƐŝŽŶ
ŵĂŶĂŐĞƌ
ϱ&ĞďƌƵĂƌǇ͗>ĞĂƌŶŚŽǁƚŽĂĐĐĞƐƐŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƚŝŽŶƚŽŚĞůƉǇŽƵƐƚĂǇŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚ͕
ǁĞůůĂŶĚĐŽŶŶĞĐƚĞĚƚŽǇŽƵƌĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ





ŚƵƌĐŚŽƚƚĂŐĞ;ďĞŚŝŶĚ^ƚDŝĐŚĂĞů͛ƐŚƵƌĐŚͿ

'ƵĞƐƚƐƉĞĂŬĞƌƚŽƉŝĐ͗





DĞĞƚŶĞǁƉĞŽƉůĞĂŶĚ
ƚĂůŬĂďŽƵƚ
ŝƐƐƵĞƐƚŚĂƚĂƌĞ
ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚƚŽǇŽƵ͘

^ĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ͗
&ŝƌƐƚdƵĞƐĚĂǇŵŽŶƚŚůǇĨƌŽŵϭϮ͘ϯϬƉŵƚŽϮ͘ϯϬƉŵ

ŽŵĞĨŽƌĂĐŚĂƚ
ĂŶĚƚŽĞŶũŽǇ&Z
ƚĞĂͬĐŽĨĨĞĞĂŶĚ
ďŝƐĐƵŝƚƐ͘

DŽŶƚŚůǇŐĞƚͲƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌƐĨŽƌĂŶǇŽŶĞĂĨĨĞĐƚĞĚďǇĂŶǇƚǇƉĞŽĨĚŝƐĂďŝůŝƚǇ






Miniprofessors
Monday 7 January - Monday 1 April
(not Monday 18 February)
9.40am (Ages 2-3)
10.40am (Ages 3-4)
11.40am (Ages 3-4)
A 12-week course / £78.00
Thursday 10 January – Thursday 4 April
(not Thursday 22 February)
9.40am (Ages 3 - 4)
10.40am (Ages 2 - 3)

Children’s events

Astronomy Taster
Thursday 31 January / 5pm / Free
Join Basingstoke Astronomical Society, a
group of local astronomers, to view the night
sky, discover more about the cosmos and
gain an introduction to all things space!
Weather permitting, there will be a variety
of telescopes and binoculars available
for public viewing of the night sky. If the
weather is not suitable, the telescopes will be
indoors, where there will also be a variety of
other exhibits on display including a Lego™
scale model of the ELT telescope.
Members of the society will be on-hand to
answer any questions you may have about
astronomy, space science or cosmology.

Discover Podcasts
Saturday 26 January / 2-3.30pm / Free
Come and ﬁnd out about podcasts and how
you can access them. Similar to radio on
demand, with 1000s of hours of entertainment,
all for free. Local podcasters will talk about
their podcasts, from birdwatching to history,
and how to access and enjoy a wide range
of podcasts to appeal to all. This includes a
Q&A session and hands on help to access
podcasts on your device.

Basingstoke Library Events
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Get to Know Your iPad (1-day course)
Tuesday 22 January / 10am – 4pm / £30
An introduction to iPads for new owners,
those thinking of buying one and for those
who already own an iPad but would like to
get more out of it.

Kickstart Your Creative Writing
Saturday 26 January / 10am –1pm / £15
Looking to improve your creative writing?
This course will help generate new ideas and
get your creativity ﬂowing. For people who
write / who wish to write in any genre or for
any age.

Sewing For All (A 3 week course.)
Wednesdays 30 January – Wednesday 13
February / 9.30am - 1.30pm / £60

Create Paint
Tuesdays 29 January – 12 March / 4-6pm /
£60
A 6 week course including 2 weeks of
watercolour painting, 2 weeks of acrylic
painting and 2 weeks of mixed media.

Learning in Libraries at Basingstoke
Discovery Centre

Children’s Craft
Saturday 5th January / 10am-12pm / Free
Come and celebrate the New Year with a
New Year themed craft.

These 40-minute classes are especially
tailored for young scientists aged 2-4 years
old.
Experiments – Singing – Stories – Interactive
– Come along and nurture a lifelong passion
for science!

A 12-week course / £78.00
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Proud members of

96519

www.spencerandpeyton.co.uk

spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com

01256 761717

7 London Road
Hook, RG27 9DY

01256 323165

380 Worting Road
Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ

Pre-paid funeral plans
discussed without obligation

3rd Generation family
owned and run since 1961

24 hours a day

ntal Masons
Monume

www.theflowergirlflorist.co.uk

01256 355556

S
LORI
ON SITE F

T

Trading
Standards
approved

Funeral D

r s an d
irecto

Spencer &
Spencer
Peyton Ltd

All Plumbing and Heating Undertaken
Bathroom Design and Installation Service
Including tiling, flooring, lighting & decorating
Landlord Safety Certificates
Gas Boiler service, breakdown and replacement
Oil & Gas Boiler installation: Ideal, Worcester & Grant
Water Softeners
Digital shower / pumps and replacement
Tap replacement or repair
Unvented hot water
Gledhill, Megaflo & all makes of cylinders
Wireless room thermostats / heating control upgrade
Hive and Nest installation

NO CALL OUT CHARGE AND FREE QUOTATIONS

Greg: 07766 111302
info@marksmithplumbing.co.uk
www.marksmithplumbing.co.uk

Mark: 07968 808454
markmsph@gmail.com
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Editors note; Having delivered Matters and leaflets etc. for many
years myself I appreciate just what this volunteer job entails. It was heartwarming when so many of the volunteers came to the Popley Matters 200th
celebration and shared so many stories and even possibly saving a man’s life.
Many have struck up friendships that have lasted many years.

An assortment of volunteers deliver this magazine to your door every month
each year, often in terrible weather conditions, to ensure you are kept informed of
events in your area. I myself have been doing so for many years; I am a 70 year old
pensioner with varying medical conditions which includes arthritis in my hands.
Many houses have latched gates which are easy to open and close, many are already
wide open, some are impossible to unlatch so they can't have a magazine delivered.
At this time of year, wet weather swells the wooden gates making them very hard
to close properly - these I pull up as far as I can. This month, the ﬁrst time in many
years of delivering, I had a lady lean out of her top front bedroom window after I
had started the next row and she started shouting abuse at me for not completely
securing her gate! I apologised and explained my hands were frozen and I was
struggling with gates and hers just wouldn’t shut, but she continued shouting abuse
at me, a lot of which I couldn’t understand. I said, “OK, I won’t put book through
your door any more”, thus avoiding any problem in future. After I continued posting
along next row I could still hear her shouting loudly. I wonder if she gives this nasty,
abuse to postmen as well as they never close gates! A kind gentleman in the next
row leant me a pen so I could note down her house number in this particuler road
as he was horriﬁed at her attitude. Many people chat to me as I do the houses along
various closes; this makes the job so worthwhile. Some older people I keep check
on as they live alone and I could be the only person they have seen for a while.
This woman’s attitude is what could prevent people from oﬀering to do
this important job each month. It has certainly made me think whether I want to
continue. Perhaps this nasty lady should volunteer herself and see how hard it is! In
the past I have slipped down wooden steps, even fallen on leaves as well as having
clothing torn by garden plants and being covered in cobwebs. There are certain
houses I cannot venture into for these reasons; it never put me oﬀ before.
Next time the Popley Matters drops through your letter box, please give
a thought about the person who delivered it. Maybe you could spare a couple of
hours to help us out.
At the moment I am a very disgruntled volunteer, but I don’t want to
disappoint the many more wonderful and cheerful people I usually meet.

A Message from a Popley Matters Deliverer
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For a friendly and personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650

Free delivery and collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you

Motor vehicle specialist

clutches, brakes, shockers
free ﬁt exhausts, timing belts
tuning, welding, diagnostics checks

Pre-MOTs/MOTs arranged by appointment

cars and light commercials

Servicing and repairs to all makes and models

Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke
RG24 9NP

M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE

ŽůŝŶ<ĂƌƐůĂŬĞ
<ĂƚŝĞůĞǆĂŶĚĞƌ
ŽƵŐůĂƐ'ŽǁĂŶ
<ĞǀŝŶWŽĐŽĐŬ



ϬϳϳϵϲϳϳϮϱϬϬ
ϬϳϵϲϵϴϬϰϴϱϵ
ϬϭϮϱϲϰϭϮϯϮϲ
ϬϳϳϭϳϭϬϴϱϲϬ






dŚŝƐŵŽŶƚŚƚŚĞĞĂǀĞƌƐĂƚƚĞŶĚĞĚƚŚĞĂŶŶƵĂůƚƌŝƉƚŽWĂƵůƚŽŶ͛ƐWĂƌŬǁŚĞƌĞĨƵŶǁĂƐŚĂĚďǇĂůůĂŶĚ
ůƵĐŬŝůǇĨŽƌƵƐŝƚĚŝĚŶ͛ƚƌĂŝŶ͘
tĞŚĂǀĞŚĂĚϰŽĨŽƵƌĞĂǀĞƌƐƐǁŝŵƵƉƚŽƵďƐƚŽĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞƚŚĞŝƌƐĐŽƵƚŝŶŐũŽƵƌŶĞǇ͘tĞŚĂǀĞ
ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞĚĂĐŽƵƉůĞŽĨŶĞǁĞĂǀĞƌƐĂƐǁĞůůƚŽũŽŝŶƚŚĞĨƵŶ͘tĞŚĂǀĞďĞĞŶĚŽŝŶŐĂĐƚŝǀŝƚǇĐŽƵƌƐĞƐ͕
ƉůĂǇŝŶŐĚŽĚŐĞďĂůů͘dŚĞĞĂǀĞƌƐŵĂĚĞĐŽůŽƵƌĞĚƉŽƉƉŝĞƐĂŶĚƚŚĞƌĞĂĚdŚĞ&ůĂŶĚĞƌƐ&ŝĞůĚƉŽĞŵ
ĨŽƌZĞŵĞŵďƌĂŶĐĞĂǇ͘dŚĞĞĂǀĞƌƐŚĂǀĞĞŶũŽǇĞĚŵĂŬŝŶŐWŝǌǌĂ͕&ƌƵŝƚ<ĞďĂďƐ͕^ƚƌĂǁďĞƌƌŝĞƐĂŶĚ
DĂƌƐŚŵĂůůŽǁƐĚŝƉƉĞĚŝŶŚŽĐŽůĂƚĞǁŚŝĐŚǁĞŶƚĚŽǁŶǀĞƌǇǁĞůů͘

/ŶĞĐĞŵďĞƌǁĞŚĂǀĞŚĂĚĂ^ŚŽǁĂŶĚdĞůů
ĞǀĞŶŝŶŐ͕ĂŶĚĐĞůĞďƌĂƚĞĚ^ƚŶĚƌĞǁ͛ƐĂǇ͘tĞ
ŵĂĚĞyŵĂƐĚĞĐŽƌĂƚŝŽŶƐĂŶĚŚĂĚĂĨĂŶƚĂƐƚŝĐ
ǀŝƐŝƚƚŽƚŚĞĞĂƌ&ĂĐƚŽƌǇĨŽƌƚŚĞĞĂǀĞƌƐƚŽ
ŵĂŬĞƚŚĞŝƌŽǁŶƚĞĚĚǇďĞĂƌƐ͘tĞĨŝŶĂůůǇ
ƌŽƵŶĚĞĚƚŚĞǇĞĂƌŽĨĨǁŝƚŚŽƵƌyŵĂƐƉĂƌƚǇĂŶĚ
ĂůƐŽƐĂŝĚƐĂĚĨĂƌĞǁĞůůƚŽŽŶĞŽĨŽƵƌ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐ͕
<ĂƚŝĞ͕ǁŚŽŚĂƐďĞĞŶǁŝƚŚƵƐƐŝŶĐĞďĞŝŶŐĂ
ĞĂǀĞƌŚĞƌƐĞůĨ͘

ƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇĂůůƚŚƌĞĞƐĞĐƚŝŽŶƐŚĂǀĞƐƉĂĐĞƐĨŽƌ
ŶĞǁŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͕ƐŽŝĨĂŶǇŽĨƚŚĂƚƚĂŬĞƐǇŽƵƌ
ĨĂŶĐǇ͕ǇŽƵĂƌĞŵŽƌĞƚŚĂŶǁĞůĐŽŵĞƚŽĐŽŵĞ
ĚŽǁŶŽŶĂdƵĞƐĚĂǇĞǀĞŶŝŶŐĨŽƌĞĂǀĞƌƐĂŶĚ
ƵďƐ͕ŽƌĂ&ƌŝĚĂǇĞǀĞŶŝŶŐĨŽƌƚŚĞ^ĐŽƵƚƐĨŽƌĂ
ƚĂƐƚĞƌŽĨǁŚĂƚŝƚ͛ƐĂůůĂďŽƵƚ͘DŽƌĞĚĞƚĂŝůƐĐĂŶ
ďĞĨŽƵŶĚŽŶŽƵƌǁĞďƐŝƚĞĂƚ
ǁǁǁ͘ďĂƐĞϮϬϬϬ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ

dŽĐŽŶƚŝŶƵĞƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐĂůůƚŚĞƐĞĂŶĚŵŽƌĞ
ĂĐƚŝǀŝƚŝĞƐĨŽƌĂůůƚŚƌĞĞŽĨŽƵƌƐĞĐƚŝŽŶƐǁĞĂƌĞŝŶ
ŶĞĞĚŽĨŵŽƌĞĂĚƵůƚƐƚŽŚĞůƉŽƵƚŽƌĞǀĞŶŵĂǇďĞƚŽďĞĐŽŵĞ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐ͘&ƵůůƚƌĂŝŶŝŶŐŝƐĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞĨŽƌ
ŶĞǁ>ĞĂĚĞƌƐ͕ŵƵĐŚŽĨǁŚŝĐŚĐĂŶďĞĚŽŶĞŽŶůŝŶĞŝŶǇŽƵƌŽǁŶƚŝŵĞ͘dŚĞŽŶůǇƋƵĂůŝĨŝĐĂƚŝŽŶŶĞĞĚĞĚ͕
ǇŽƵŵƵƐƚůŝŬĞǁŽƌŬŝŶŐǁŝƚŚŬŝĚƐĂŶĚůŝŬĞŚĂǀŝŶŐĂďŝƚŽĨĨƵŶ͘/ĨǇŽƵĂƌĞŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚƉůĞĂƐĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ
ƚŚĞ'ƌŽƵƉ^ĐŽƵƚ>ĞĂĚĞƌ͕ŽůŝŶ<ĂƌƐůĂŬĞŽŶϬϳϳϵϲϳϳϮϱϬϬŽƌĐŽŶƚĂĐƚƵƐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƚŚĞŐƌŽƵƉ
ǁĞďƐŝƚĞ͕ǁǁǁ͘ďĂƐĞϮϬϬϬ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬŽƌǀŝĂ&ĂĐĞďŽŽŬ͘ 
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'ƌŽƵƉ^ĐŽƵƚ>ĞĂĚĞƌ
ĞĂǀĞƌ>ĞĂĚĞƌ
Ƶď>ĞĂĚĞƌ
^ĐŽƵƚ>ĞĂĚĞƌ

ĂƐĞϮϬϬϬ͕ĂƌƉĞŶƚĞƌƐŽǁŶ͕WŽƉůĞǇ͘Z'Ϯϰϵ
tĞďƐŝƚĞ͕ǁǁǁ͘ďĂƐĞϮϬϬϬ͘ĐŽ͘ƵŬ
ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌĞĚŚĂƌŝƚǇ͕Ϯϲϳϳϯϰ
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A party of 16 members and their spouses/partners enjoyed an excellent
evening out at The Mill theatre at Sonning. As it was dark, the views of the
attractive old buildings were somewhat limited, but inside there is a very
cosy bar, and an upstairs dining area, from which there is easy access into
the rather intimate auditorium. The low ceilings and wooden beams give
an indication of the age of the buildings which date from the 1700s and 1800s, but there is a
mention of mills at Sonning in the Domesday Book so the site has a long history. It closed as a
ﬂour mill in 1969 and was purchased and converted by the Richards family who reopened it as
a theatre/restaurant in 1982.
The evening started with a drink at the bar followed by an excellent buﬀet-style meal
before the performance. The highlight of the meal for some was the bread and butter pudding
and custard.
The production was A Night in Provence, a comedy about an English couple who have
booked a luxury villa for a 2-week summer holiday, only to ﬁnd that there has been a mix-up
by the agents who had not told the owners about the booking. The trouble – or entertainment –
starts when the owners arrive from Paris expecting to use the villa for their own holiday. Shortly
after they arrive, the English couple’s Irish friends turn up as well. They all decide that they will
have to share the villa, and the play is about the stresses and strains that this causes – a heady
mixture of champagne, sexual attraction, and cultural diﬀerences.
The play was well cast, and the actors all performed enthusiastically and with good
comic timing. This is perhaps just as well as the “stage” is eﬀectively a pit with the audience in
a semi-circle looking down on them, rather like a classical Roman or Greek theatre. The play is
in some ways something of a Gladiatorial combat, so maybe the setting is appropriate!
For more information about the Probus Club of Basingstoke see www.probusbasingstoke.
wordpress.com or phone their secretary, Paul Flint, on 07770 886521 for an informal chat.

Probus Club Has Night At The Theatre

Thank you - we’d be delighted to hear from you.
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Finally, what does Bob think of the value of NeighbourCare’s Befriending service? Mr
Allen says: “This has transformed my life. Lisa helps me with my post as I cannot see
very well and I know she is coming every week. It is the best thing that has happened to
me in recent years.”

Basingstoke NeighbourCare’s Befrienders are people just like Lisa – and like you. If you
have a spare hour or so every week please contact NeighbourCare on 01256 423855
(or email us at info@neighbourcare.com) and ﬁnd out how you can also take part in this
incredibly rewarding service.

“I always look forward to seeing Bob” says Lisa. “He is the most inspiring person
I have met; fiercely independent - regardless of the fact that he has severe visual
impairment - extremely intelligent and very funny. We have wonderful conversations
and I have learned such a lot from him.”

Befriending is a totally free service so the funding received from Basingstoke and Deane
will maintain this service to the community.

Just knowing that someone is going to be calling transforms a very lonely week into having
something to look forward to. The mood is lifted and social isolation is prevented.
NeighbourCare also provide the befriender and befriendee with relevant support, contacting
other services they may need if the befriendee’s circumstances change in any way. This can
often be the case when our clients are elderly or have any type of disability.

Our Befrienders are volunteers who are matched carefully with clients who are in need
of company or help with reading or form ﬁlling. An hour a week to share a cup of tea, a
chat about the weather, latest news or whatever may pop up. This makes such a diﬀerence
to these people’s lives and will relieve the loneliness they may often be feeling.

The words of volunteer Lisa Lewis, who has been visiting her client Bob Allen since
November 2016 and, two years on, continues to do so on a weekly basis; they’ve formed
a lovely friendship

“Becoming a Befriender for NeighbourCare has
certainly been one of the most rewarding things I’ve
done in my life.”
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David Cowling

7KHQH[WPHHWLQJLVRQWK-DQXDU\ZKHQWKHVSHDNHULV'DQ$OOHQRQ³:KDWGLG\RX
GR LQ WKH :DU *UDQQ\"  7KH JURXS PHHWV RQ WKH ILUVW :HGQHVGD\ RI HDFK PRQWK
H[FHSW-DQXDU\ZKHQLWZLOOEHWKHVHFRQG DW%URRNYDOH9LOODJH+DOOIURPDPWR
QRRQDQGDOOUHWLUHG&LYLO6HUYDQWVDQGWKHLUSDUWQHUVDUHZHOFRPH'HWDLOVFDQEH
REWDLQHGIURPWKH6HFUHWDU\7RQ\%UD]LHURQDQGIRULQIRUPDWLRQDERXW
RXUWULSVSOHDVHFRQWDFW.DWH/DPEHWKRQ

7KH SURJUDPPH IRU WKH  PHHWLQJV KDV EHHQ SUHSDUHG ZLWK D &DQGOH 0DNLQJ
GHPRQVWUDWLRQLQ)HEUXDU\WKH$*0IROORZHGE\OXQFKLQ0DUFK7KHUHZLOOEHWDONV
RQ³7KH%RG\7KURWKH3RUWKROH´LQ$SULO7KH0LG+DQWV5DLOZD\LQ0D\0\/LIHDV
D-RXUQDOLVWLQ-XQH4XHHQ9LFWRULDLQ-XO\)ORUHQFH1LJKWLQJDOHLQ$XJXVW(FFHQWULF
/RQGRQ LQ 6HSWHPEHU 0\ )DPLO\ DQG RWKHU 0HHUNDWV LQ 2FWREHU DQG WKHQ D
SUHVHQWDWLRQ RQ +RPH 6DIHW\ IURP +DPSVKLUH 3ROLFH LQ 1RYHPEHU IROORZHG E\ WKH
&KULVWPDVEXIIHWLQ'HFHPEHU3URSRVHGRXWLQJVDUHWRWKH3RVWDO0XVHXPRQWK
)HEUXDU\DPDWLQHHSHUIRUPDQFHDW7KH7KHDWUH5R\DO:LQFKHVWHURQWK0DUFKWR
VHH7KH9HUGLFW7KH%RPED\6DSSKLUH'LVWLOOHU\DQG+LQWRQ$PSQHURQWK$SULO
.HZ*DUGHQVRQWK0D\$IWHUQRRQ7HDDW%&27RQQG0D\7KH:DWHUFUHVV/LQH
RQWK-XQH%RVKDP$UWVDQG&UDIWV&HQWUHRQWK-XO\&RZHVGXULQJ5HJDWWDZHHN
RQWK$XJXVWD5LYHU&UXLVHIURP2[IRUGRQWK6HSWHPEHUWKH0\VWHU\7ULSRQ
WK2FWREHU0LOOHWV)DUP&HQWUHRQVW1RYHPEHUDQG&KULVWPDV/XQFKDW%&27
RQWK'HFHPEHU

$IWHUDEXPSHUUDIIOHWKH&KDLUPDQDQQRXQFHGWKDWWKH)UDLOW\$ZDUHQHVV
7HDPKDGPDQDJHGWREULQJXSWRRYHUWKHQXPEHURISHRSOHVLJQHG
XSDV)UDLOW\)ULHQGVZLWKRQHRIRXUPHPEHUVEHFRPLQJWKHWK+H
WKHQ FORVHG WKH ODVW PHHWLQJ RI  E\ ZLVKLQJ HYHU\RQH D +DSS\
&KULVWPDVDQG+HDOWK\DQG3HDFHIXO1HZ<HDU

7KHPHHWLQJRQ 'HFHPEHUZDVWKH&KULVWPDVEXIIHWZLWKPXVLFDO
HQWHUWDLQPHQWVXSSOLHGE\*DU\0\OHVZKREURXJKWDPRGHUQWZLVW
WR VRPH VHDVRQDO IDYRXULWHV 'DYLG &RZOLQJ WKH &KDLUPDQ
ZHOFRPHG HYHU\RQH LQFOXGLQJ -RVKXD +DPPRQG DQG 0LFKHOOH
%LOFRFNIURPWKH6RXWKHUQ+HDOWK)UDLOW\$ZDUHQHVVWHDPZKRKDG
FRPH WR WHOO PHPEHUV DERXW EHFRPLQJ D )UDLOW\ )ULHQG +H DOVR
WKDQNHG 7HVFR IRU VXSSO\LQJ WKH FUDFNHUV  7RQ\ %UD]LHU WKH
6HFUHWDU\WKDQNHGHYHU\RQHZKRKDGEURXJKWIRRGDQGUDIIOHSUL]HV
DQGDOVRKHOSHGLQVHWWLQJXSWKHURRP&KULVWLQH%URDGEHQWWKH:HOIDUH2IILFHUJDYH
KHUXSWRGDWHUHSRUWLQZKLFKVKHPHQWLRQHGPHPEHUVZKRKDGVHQWWKHLUDSRORJLHV

WK

%DVLQJVWRNH&LYLO6HUYLFH5HWLUHPHQW)HOORZVKLS


20 years experience

Free estimates

Additional lights/sockets
Complete re-wires
Fuseboard changes
Outside lights
Fault finding

Call Mark on 07948 527231

x
x
x
x
x

All types of electrical work undertaken.

Reliable and friendly local electrician.

Email: m-wallace@outlook.com

Locked out – Broken Key or Lock – Lost keys
Doors, Windows, Garages etc. + Hardware &
Accessories
Member of the UK LOCKSMITHS ASSOCIATION
Fully Insured – Fully Guaranteed & DBS Checked

NO CALL OUT
CHARGES
FREE ESTIMATES

Call:01256 464778
Mobile:07557343492

Malcolm - 24/7 personal service

YOUR LOCAL
LOCKSMITH

£25

With this voucher
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No call out charge
Free Estimates
Call Mickey
Tel No: 07888 828 542
Email: mickeyﬁsh@hotmail.com

HANDYMAN SERVICES/
SMALL JOBS WELCOME

Bathroom and Kitchen reﬁts
Plumbing and Heating
Certiﬁed Gas and Electric Works
Plastering, Painting and
Decorating
Carpentry
Fencing
563148

Based in Popley

Qualiﬁed Plumber and Property
Maintenance Services

Phone Ian on: 0790 9577 199
01256 363600
www.ipshair.co.uk

Only

£30

OFF
Cut & Blow Dry

£5

Award winning and experienced stylist. Available to
style your hair in the comfort of your own home

Styling for the whole family

IPS hair
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Thank you to everyone who came to our Community
Christmas Dinner and our Popley Little People
Christmas party. Both events were well attended, and
Merton Junior School Choir were brilliant, they set
the atmosphere perfectly and fun was had by all.
Watch out for the work to extend and refurbish
the building starting in early January; this has been long awaited and
hard fought for. When finished we have an additional hall and updated
facilities throughout the building, defiantly a bonus for Popley. Please tell
us of the groups/services you would like to see here at the hall.
Looking for a venue for your party or group? Ring Vicki on 01256
420676 or e-mail us melrosehall2@gmail.com for hire information or to
arrange a tour. Or find us at www.Melrosecommunityassociation.co.uk or
on facebook.
WHATS ON IN JANUARY:
MONDAY:
12.30-2.30pm
Bingo!!
7.00-8.00pm
Yoga with Tory
7.30-10.00pm
Peregrinus Healing and Holistic
TUESDAY:
9.30-11.30am
Popley Little People
7.15-10.00pm
Bingo (13th November – End
March)
5.15-7.15pm
Sama Karate
WEDNESDAY:
9.00 and 11.00am
Slimming World with Jo
11.45am-1.30pm
Oasis Lunch club
5.30 and 7.30pm
Slimming World with Julia
THURSDAY:
9.30-11.30am
Community Café
3.50-6.30pm
Dance (15th November – End
March)
7.00-9.00pm
4 Fits Sake
FRIDAY:
10.00am-12.00pm
NHS Dairy free parents group
(Last Friday of the month)
6.15-9.15pm
Friday Youth Club
SATURDAY:
9.15am-4.00pm
7TH Day Adventist Church
10am
Sabath School – Bible Study
11.30am
Divine Worship
1pm
Free Community Lunch
Contact Emanuel Ampofo on 07456068812
SUNDAY:
Melrose Christian Fellowship - Contact Pastor Phillip
Keeble on 462351 for times of services.
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:HFDQKHOS\RXVRXUFHJUDQWVDQGDOVR
DVVLVWZLWKJXLGDQFHWRLPSURYHWKH
FKDQFHVRIJDLQLQJUHTXLUHGIXQGLQJ

$WWHQGRXU9ROXQWDU\6HFWRU)RUXPWR
PDLQWDLQDZDUHQHVVRILVVXHVUHODWLQJ
WR\RXURUJDQLVDWLRQDQGKDYHQHWZRUN
RSSRUWXQLWLHVORFDOO\

2XURQOLQHGDWDEDVHIDFHERRNSDJH
QHZVOHWWHUDQGZHEVLWHLVDLPHGDW
VXSSRUWLQJORFDOFKDULW\DQGYROXQWDU\
RUJDQLVDWLRQV 

'R\RXZDQW\RXUFKDULW\¶VYRLFH
KHDUG"

1HHGLQIRUPDWLRQRQVHUYLFHV
FKDULWLHVDQG&RPPXQLW\JURXSVLQ
\RXUDUHD"
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01256 324734
www.stgabrielspopley.net

%9$7KH2UFKDUG:KLWH+DUW/DQH%DVLQJVWRNH5*$)



God’s blessings.
Arthur
Vicar of St Gabriel’s
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I wish you all a happy and peaceful New Year and look forward to seeing more of you.

In the Bible I read this: “I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you not to harm
you.” One of the ﬁrst things I discovered when I became a Christian was the truth of those
words and that God has the most amazing plan for my life. God doesn’t promise to take away
the stresses and strains of daily living but what He does promise is that whatever happens
He’ll be there right in the thick of it with us (have you ever read that well known verse
‘Footprints’?) and He promises to fulﬁl that longing that is deep within our hearts. Whatever
your hopes and plans for the coming year I’ll be praying that you may discover the eternal
hope held out in the message of Christmas and fulﬁlled at Easter. St Paul wrote: “May the
God of hope ﬁll you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overﬂow
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Perhaps you might consider making it a New
Year’s resolution to discover God’s plan for your life – you won’t regret it!

Before I became a Christian I used to dream of career and ﬁnancial success in the belief that it
would bring an end to all of my life’s worries and anxieties. I used to believe that if I worked
hard enough for the family, the kids would grow up without suﬀering any of the storms of
life that I’d had to sail through. Unrealistic or what? But it’s what we spend a lot of our time
doing for ourselves and those we love – isn’t it?

Hopes and plans are important to us as they provide something to hang onto when times are
tough. Hope for something better lying just around the corner, planning for a brighter future.
The author of the Letter to the Hebrews in the Bible writes “who hopes for what they already
have?”

That doesn’t mean to say I don’t have hopes, plans and dreams for the coming year, without
them life could be really dull. So what are your hopes for the coming year? Perhaps you’re
looking forward to a family wedding or a birth; or maybe that holiday of a lifetime in the
summer; perhaps a career change or a move of home. Perhaps the year ahead looks uncertain
– career prospects looking dodgy, ﬁnances stretched or ill health.

Okay, let’s all say a big welcome to 2019! Christmas and New Year celebrations are done
and dusted for another year and its time to take down the tinsel and lights – my bank
account is a few pounds lighter and I’m a few pounds heavier so it’s time to sit down and
seriously consider my New Year’s resolutions. Actually, a few years ago I made the one and
only resolution that I’ve managed to keep and that’s NOT to make any more New Year’s
resolutions.

%DVLQJVWRNH9ROXQWDU\$FWLRQDUHFXUUHQWO\ZRUNLQJLQSDUWQHUVKLSZLWKWKH
%RURXJK&RXQFLORQDYDULHW\RISURMHFWVLQFOXGLQJWKHFRPPXQLW\SODQVIRU
YDULRXVORFDODUHDVLQFOXGLQJ3RSOH\DQGDOVRWKH2OGHU3HUVRQV3DUWQHUVKLS
'LVFXVVLRQVKDYHFRPPHQFHGZLWKORFDO&RPPXQLW\$VVRFLDWLRQVSOXV
9ROXQWDU\*URXSVDQGZLOOSURJUHVVWKURXJKRXW



:HFDQDOVRKHOSJURXSVZLWK
3ROLFLHVDQG3URFHGXUHV)LQDQFHVDQG%XGJHWLQJ
9ROXQWHHU5HFUXLWPHQWDQG5HWHQWLRQ'%6&KHFNV
7UDLQLQJ &KDULWLHV&RPPLVVLRQ/HJLVODWLRQ

%9$LQWHUDFWLQJZLWKWKH%DVLQJVWRNHORFDO&RPPXQLW\3ODQV

1HHGWRSURPRWH\RXURUJDQLVDWLRQ <RXFDQDGYHUWLVHIRU)5((YLDRXUYDULRXV
SOXVDFWLYLWLHVDQGDWWUDFWDGGLWLRQDO
SXEOLFLW\RSWLRQVWKURXJKRXWWKH\HDU
PHPEHUVRUYROXQWHHUV" 
JHWWLQJ\RXUPHVVDJHWRDPXFKZLGHU
DXGLHQFH







/RRNLQJIRU)XQGLQJRUJUDQWV"

6WDUWLQJXSDQHZ&KDULW\*URXS" :HFDQJXLGH\RXWKURXJKWKHSURFHVVWR

HQVXUHWKDWQHZJURXSVDUHIXOO\DZDUHRI
JRYHUQDQFHUHTXLUHPHQWV

$OVRRQ)DFHERRN 7ZLWWHU

)RUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQFRQWDFWXVRQ7HORUHPDLO
DGPLQ#EYDFWLRQRUJXNRUFKHFNRXWRXUZHEVLWHZZZEYDFWLRQRUJXN

3URIHVVLRQDO+HOSDQG$GYLFHIRU&RPPXQLW\
DQG&KDULW\*URXSVLQ%DVLQJVWRNHDQG'HDQH

%DVLQJVWRNH9ROXQWDU\$FWLRQ

Dear Friends
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Email us: rotarybasingstokeloddon@gmail.com
or visit us on Facebook: Basingstoke Loddon Rotary Club

Please come along for a chat over a complimentary coffee
at Starbucks in Festival Place (by NEXT, 1st floor)
on Saturday 26th January between 10.00am & 12.30pm.

To find out more………

We communicate on social media and/or at meetings, which we hold
anywhere and at times to suit. Start with Associate membership
(free) and, as soon as you are ready, progress to Full membership
for just £2.31 per week - less than a cup of coffee! For a busy
person who has difficulty committing to meetings this is ideal.

NEW Basingstoke Loddon Rotary is expanding and recruiting
younger members who want to make a difference. We are nonpolitical, non-religious, inclusive and a catalyst for getting things
done both locally and globally. Rotary is the largest and most
powerful networking service organisation.

Have you wanted to volunteer but weren‛t sure where to start? Can
you share your skills or some of your time to give back to others?
Now is the perfect time.

We believe in…..
POSITIVE CHANGE THROUGH POSITIVE ACTION

A NEW section has been started for …..
All ages from 18+ Volunteers Charities Social Enterprise
Friends Networking Young Professionals Business Families Schools
Diversity Local Authority Sustainable Communities Project Leaders

NEW Basingstoke Loddon Rotary –
exciting times ahead!

Alternatively visit www.phillips-law.co.uk/family

To ﬁnd out more about our Divorce or Separation
Legal Services or to arrange a meeting with one of
our Divorce solicitors, call Hayley Eachus on 01256
854633 or email hayley.eachus@phillips-law.co.uk

Whatever the issue you face this New Year, we can
help you and your family ﬁnd a way forward.
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Our objective is to help you as quickly and eﬀectively as possible with the
best outcomes for you and your family.

We will listen to your concerns and discuss your options, letting you know
what your rights are, as well as those of your former partner.

We are here to give advice that you can trust, particularly when it comes to
your children, home and sorting out your ﬁnances.

At Phillips, we know only too well that it can be a deeply emotional, upsetting
and diﬃcult time.

If this sounds familiar and you are thinking of acting on your New Year’s
resolution to get a divorce, your ﬁrst port of call should be to get some legal
advice from one of our Family Law solicitors. They are on hand to oﬀer you
support and get you through the divorce process.

This can be extremely stressful if a marriage is already experiencing
diﬃculties, not least because the festive season usually brings increased
ﬁnancial pressures.

Sadly January is traditionally a busy time for divorce
solicitors as often couples have tried to stay together for the sake of their
children over the Christmas period.

This can range from cutting down on drinking, eating less
chocolate or joining a gym. For some it is to get a divorce.

With the New Year, many of us want to take stock and
review our lives.

Fresh Start for 2019
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What a great year 2018 has been for MFC Popley
Youth! We have seen our All Stars (U5 and U6s) group grow in
conﬁdence, trying new tricks and skills each week. The group
is currently at capacity, but when our U6s move up to U7s in
September, new spaces will become available - if you'd like to
join a waiting list, please contact allstars@mfcpopleyyouth.
co.uk
U8s have been ruthless in front of goal scoring 152 goals so far this season.
This is down to everyone consistently coming to training, working hard to develop
their skills and then implementing this into games. Proof that hard work certainly pays
oﬀ. Congratulations to Harry Davis who has been oﬀered a 3 year playing contract at
Southampton FC!!
U10s have had a good start to the season for both our Reds and Black teams
in the Peter Houseman league. Games have been competitive with a good balance
of opposition providing challenging games and games in which there has been more
freedom for expression. This has allowed the players to learn from their opposition and
the way they play in some games whilst developing their conﬁdence within other games,
tasting both success and defeat in reasonably even measure. Let’s hope the good start
to the season continues and the weather stays on our side. Thanks to the players and
parents, and special thanks to sponsor, Nick Groves at Grovewood Machines Ltd for their
generous support!
U13s have been amazing so far and they are far exceeding expectations. Their
never give up attitude is sensational to watch and just shows the character this team has,
their willingness to help each other and the respect they have for their team and coaches.
Special praise to Jaryd for stepping in as goalkeeper. A big thanks to this season’s team
sponsor Asda!
U14s, overall 2018 has been a very good year for this group of players with
promotion to the North East Hampshire, Premier League for this season. The Premier
League has been a real test with some very strong opposition. The last few games have
been a mixed bag with a loss 3-1 loss to Petersﬁeld, 0-0 draw with Headley Youth and
a 3-0 victory over Hook Utd. We would like to thank everyone who has supported the
U14s, especially the team’s sponsors, Southern Communications and TP-Link and we
look forward to 2019.
U16s Saturday team are having another great season both in the East Berkshire
Football Alliance League and within the FA Hampshire Cup where, for the 3rd year
running, they have reached the Semi-Finals. This year they play Basingstoke Town Youth
on the 12th January - please feel free to come along and support the team!
Once again, we wish you a very Happy New Year!
Zak Collingwood

Welcome to 2019! Wishing everyone a very Happy New
Year!

