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Message from the Editor: What a great community, as usual
Popley residents pulled out all the stops in a crisis. There were numerous
thefts from cars and a few from gardens. Marnel, Merton and Spiers Meadow
have had a Facebook page for some time now and it has been a great way of
keeping people informed or for advice among the residents. More and more
reports were coming in and CCTV coverage recording the activities of a group
of possibly three people going along the road and trying car doors and taking
items from them. In the main it seems that people either forgot to lock their
Editor
doors securely, though it was suggested there may be a device that enables
Jane Frankum false entry to some cars. The police did extra patrols but the thefts continued,
mostly around 3 and 4 am. One resident designed a leaﬂet to warn residents to keep a look out and
make sure the doors were locked. Paul and I oﬀered to print the leaﬂets and around 1000 were
printed with some of the residents printing some themselves. An appeal for deliverers resulted in
a large part of the estate getting a leaﬂet. The Chief Inspector was impressed with the community
spirit when we contacted him. Then as the thefts continued Neighbourhood Watch was suggested
and, though it has been tried on several occasions, there did not ever seem to be enough people
interested. Things have changed with technology and you don’t need 50% in each road to “sign
up”. Well done to Clare Wilkins who stepped forward and oﬀered to be a coordinator. We printed
2000 yellow leaﬂets to invite residents of the area to a meeting in Everest Community Academy
and some wonderful people stepped forward to deliver them. At the meeting over 40 residents came
and spoke to police, the Neighbourhood Chair and other guests . There are now over 60 people who
have registered and nearly every road is part of that Watch. By now you will have noticed loads of
signs going up in the roads there. Anyone can start a scheme in their road or
area all the information you need is on their website or contact clarewilkins@
gmail.com. Clare will be happy to explain and help you. Clare will be writing
a report in Popley Matters; see the ﬁrst one on page 1. Well done to all the
community that came together to make it happen.
We welcome articles from groups and clubs, also residents that might
like to write about their hobbies or maybe even the history of Popley? Email
the Editor at editor@popleymatters.org.uk. Contact me at either 405 Abbey
Road, phone me, on 01256 819924 or email me at editor@popleymatters.org.
Sub Editor
Paul Frankum
uk.
The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the editorial team,
the members of the committee, or the Popley Matters magazine.
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Community Spirit is Alive and Well in 2018!
Neighbourhood Watch has come to Marnel Park, Merton Rise and Spiers
Meadow

There is now a fully active Neighbourhood Watch scheme set up for the areas above due to
sheer determination and community spirit! This was inadvertently started by a spate of what
appeared to be opportunistic thieves trying car doors and sometimes getting lucky, stealing
whatever was inside. This became a topic of discussion on the Facebook group for these areas
and people got together and delivered hundreds of leaflets warning others on the estate to
double check their car doors. It became a joke that we were a virtual Neighbourhood Watch
group which got me thinking that it couldn’t be that hard to set up an actual group. With the
help of Jane and Paul Frankum and lots of willing volunteers we again delivered hundreds of
leaflets, this time about a meeting to start a NHW group with police, NHW officials and
residents at Everest Community Academy one evening. This was a great success and residents
decided that they would like to meet with the police every three months regularly. There are
now over sixty members of our scheme and signs are up all over the estates.
NHW schemes help to…
x

reduce opportunities for crime

x

build a community spirit, with neighbours working together for everybody's benefit

x

pass information to the police about suspicious incidents occurring in the neighbourhood
(from https://www.hampshire.police.uk/your-local-area/neighbourhood-watch/)

If you would like any futher information, please contact me at clarewilkins2505@gmail.com
To join the scheme, go to https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/
If you would like to set up your own scheme, please contact John Dick (Chairman for
Basingstoke and Deane NHW) at johndick70@outlook.com
Residents of Marnel Park, Merton Rise and Spiers Meadow may also join the Facebook Group
Marnel Park, Merton Rise and Spiers Meadow Residents where there is lots of helpful
information regarding our community.
More information to follow next month, thanks so much to everyone who’s been part of this
amazing achievement, a real team effort.
Clare Wilkins – Scheme Coordinator.
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JONATHAN
WILLIAMS
Independent Funeral Directors

• Family run Funeral Directors with
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and
professional service 24 hours a day,
365 days year
• Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring
for your family
35-41 Essex Road
Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603
(24hrs)
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AAA CLEARANCE

HOUSE AND GARDEN
CLEARANCE IN BASINGSTOKE.
•YOUR UNWANTED ITEMS REMOVED AND
RECYCLED FOR A SMALL CHARGE
•GARDEN RUBBISH CLEARED
•FURNITURE MOVED
•MAN WITH BIG VAN SERVICE
•FULLY INSURED
•WASTE CARRIERS LICENCE
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTORS LICENCE
•UP TO 100% OF WASTE RECYCLED
•PRINCES TRUST SUPPORTED BUSINESS
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTED

PLEASE GIVE US A CALL
07783488412
OR EMAIL
aaaclearance@outlook.com

Councillors County: It is budget time for councils and we already know that
Hampshire County has been notified that the government are reducing the grants by
140 million so there are more efficiency savings they call it. However as the Basingstoke
County Labour Councillors, we have fought for the proposed cuts among them the
lollipop services, cuts in some vital bus routes and Hampshire Youth Music Hub where
many of the children who would not otherwise be able to play an instrument or sing
should not be withdrawn, and we are hopeful that they will see sense!
You may have noticed several pot holes have paint round them - this is to mark that
they will be repaired.The cuts have made it that priority potholes are done first though
I think we all know the longer you leave it the more damaged all of them become. I have
reported the flooding again along the path in Popley Community Park to the developers
and to the council. The area is on next year’s budget to start new drains and to tarmac
the uneven slabs. It will be done over two phases as it will be quite costly. Cllr Jane

Frankum 01256 819924 email jane.frankum@hants.gov.uk

Popley West: The oﬃcer has
confirmed that the double yellow lines on
corners and on T junctions in some roads
in Marnel Park are in the budget for the
next political year. There is also some more
parking being created in other roads in
Popley East then Popley West. It is amazing
that this vital safety issue in Marnel Park has
not been treated with the urgency that we all
feel it needs, especially where it is the main
thoroughfare for schools.
We are delighted that at last they have
started with the long asked for safe walking/
running routes in and around Popley- see
page 9 for the first “Way Marked Route”. It
was back in the times of the Neighbourhood
Panel that used to meet in Popley Fields that
residents said they wanted safe walking
routes that could double up for exercise and
even be used for sponsored charity walks.
We well remember using the fields that are
now Spiers Meadow and part of Marnel
Park that were used by Boys Brigade, Scouts
and residents for raising funds. We continue
to fight for Green Gym equipment in the
Popley Community Park using S106 money
from the developers.
cllr Paul Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.paul.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk
cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924
cllr.jane.frankum@basingstoke.gov.uk

Popley East: “We wanted to tell you of our
approach to the provision of parking spaces for
those drivers with disabilities. We have recently
been involved with the design of additional
disability bays being created in a number of
local closes including Tobago Trinidad and in
due course Burns, together with Shetland Road.
All are or will be the subject of local consultation
and sometimes we receive mixed responses
especially where there is pressure on the
general parking provision. Clearly our approach
is that where we can we support additional
parking provision for those with disabilities
which is the right thing to do and in most cases
this frees up a compensating space/s for other
drivers. Overall the position should be improved
for all car users albeit we know that there is a
general shortfall of parking spaces throughout
the Popley East area.
We are pleased to conﬁrm that the Bermuda
Marlowe Practice is appointing a new practice
Manager who will support the group in providing
a range of patient services for the local
community. We ask again for local residents to
come forward and take part as a member of the
PPG ( Patients Participation Group) This group
meets on a regular basis with the Practice and
helps to inﬂuence the practice in its services
provided for local people.”

Cllr David Potter 07941507801
cllr.david.potter@basingstoke.gov.uk
Cllr Janet Westbrook 07747335200
cllr.janet.westbrook@basingstoke.gov.uk
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We would like to say a big thank you to the
team from the Prince‛s Trust, who have worked
extremely hard fundraising and decorating our main
hall and our toilets. It looks great!!

WHATS ON IN March:
MONDAY:
12.30-2.30pm Bingo!!
7.30-10pm
Peregrinus Healing and Holistic
TUESDAY:
9.30-11.30am Popley Little People
5-7pm
Sama Karate
WEDNESDAY:
9am
Slimming World
11am
Slimming World
11.45am-1.30pm Oasis Lunch club
5.30&7.30pm Slimming World
THURSDAY:
9.30-11.30am Community Café
8-9pm
4 Fits Sake
New10-11pm
Jiggly Wigglers
FRIDAY:
10am-1.30pm Melrose Tots
6.15-9.15pm Friday Youth Club
SATURDAY:
9.15am-4pm 7th Day Adventist Church
10am
Sabath School – Bible Study
11.30am
Divine Worship
1pm
Free Community Lunch
Contact Emanuel Ampofo on 07456068812 for
further details
SUNDAY:
Melrose Christian Fellowship - Contact Pastor Phillip
Keeble on 462351 for times of services.
2-5pm AVAILBLE FOR HIRE

Melrose Community Hall is available to hire for birthdays,
wedding receptions, conferences and regular groups. Please ring Vicki
Jackson on 01256 420676 for more information or e-mail us at
melrosehall@gmail.com or website www.melrosecommunityassociation.
co.uk.

Also find us on facebook: Melrose Hall.
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Accountancy
For
Small Businesses

DOMESTIC OVEN
CLEANING
By the UK’s largest oven
cleaning company

Business Accounts & Tax
Self Assessment Returns
Bookkeeping, VAT & Payroll
Fees ﬁxed in advance
Company start up advice

Call Steve Rayner on
01256 471284 or see

www.taxassist.co.uk/basingstoke

Non-caus c
Ovens, hobs, extractors and
microwaves cleaned
Fresh solu ons every me

Don't forget we clean BBQs too!

01276 473118
07882 886736
www.ovenclean.com

UNIQUE BLOCK
PAVING
Derek Hooley (NVQ Qualified)

x Driveways & Patios
x Walls
x Fencing
x Cleaning of existing drives
and patios

RICHARD’S PLASTERING
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FREE ESTIMATES
NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG
-FLOAT AND SET
-SKIMMING
-RENDERING
-TACKING

No job too small
Daily rates for labour only or supply
and fit
Fully insured, local tradesman

Free, no obligation quote.
01256 474912
Or
07973 865359

CALL RICHARD 07990885314
38 CHAUCER CLOSE POPLEY BASINGSTOKE
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A Little Bit of Spring Can Light up Your Life.
After the cold, dreary months of January and February, when the realisation hits
that Christmas and all of the festivities are long gone, motivation seems diﬃcult and
distant. For me slight shock that it is already 2018 is apparent I ﬁnd it hard to believe
that I am 18 this year! Yes a fully functioning adult, even though I sometimes still
feel like a 12 year old girl, with bunches in my hair, singing to ‘High School Musical’
(ooh what a classic) into my hair brush. Next year I will take my A-Levels so fear
can overtake me with the increasing amounts of work and reading I have to do - it
sometimes seems unachievable! However as spring arrives, the colour blooms and
the sun begins to shine, it’s easier to feel more positive and grateful. There is new life
all around and the brightness starts to inﬁltrate into our thoughts and actions.
As I enter my 18th year, I start putting all of the things around me into perspective to
try and establish what is the truth behind my own happiness – for me it’s my family
and friends. Solid, strong relationships are key when the ﬁerce ﬂames of hormones
ignite and you need that cool, comfort and calm to put you at ease. Blame the
bickering on the stress of school work and the mood swings crashing like a wrecking
ball on those wretched chemicals ﬁzzing around, whilst changing you into a real
life adult. At the end of the day, even those hard days, you know you still want to be
there for your friends and family and that their importance is so key in your life that
you would feel empty without them. The big ‘L’ word maybe hard to say at times
with your pent up anger and frustration but those three words ‘I Love You’ can make
all the diﬀerence, I promise. Go say it to that someone things have been rocky and
unsteady with recently, I dare you.
Take some time out. Switch oﬀ from all of the distractions around you and focus on
those who are signiﬁcant to you. Plan a trip, the beach perhaps? Where your worries
crumble into the tiny grains of sand and blow away with the gusts of wind. Before
you know it they’ll be long gone and you will be tucking into your favourite ice
cream (perhaps the multi-coloured ‘FABS’ or an infamous ‘99 Flake’) and chatting
away all of your problems with one of your favourite people.
All of this said, there’s no pressure to be super expressive or over compensating for
your moods. A simple smile to shine your appreciation or a warm hug to make them
feel at peace (be Olaf for the day!).
Even though the stress from our modern day society continues, try to be grounded
and keep those you love close to you. Make new memories, be kind and laugh.
Remember you are loved.
‘Work hard, play hard!’
Email me : ruby.jolliﬀe@virginmedia.com
Ruby J xoxo
Page 7

St Gabriel’s Church

Loving God Welcoming You!

St Gabriel’s is your local Church of England Parish Church. We
are a vibrant, mul -genera on and mul -cultural congrega on
who worship together every Sunday at 1030a.m.
We believe that worshipping God is all about family, fellowship and
fun as we grow together in faith. Our worship is lively and informal in
its approach and we oﬀer weekly and very energe c children’s
groups from age 5 upwards.
We meet in St Gabriel's Church on Tewkesbury Close oﬀ Popley Way (RG24
9DU). Please visit our website www.stgabrielspopley.net or call us on 01256
324734/463024. We look forward to welcoming you!

GENERAL HANDYMAN
DECORATING,
FLAT PACK ASSEMBLY,
INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
LOCKS CHANGED,
GARDENING

All jobs considered
Fully insured
Call Stuart on: 07854 705333
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Step Out on the Popley Way
Walkers and runners in the Popley area can look forward to getting some
exercise in the fresh air on a new “Way-Marked” route due to open this spring.
The two mile Popley Way route will start at Chineham Splash Park, pass
by Shelley Road, Shakespeare Community Centre and up to Abbey Road, onto the
Melrose footpath and ﬁnish at Popley Community Park.
With the support of Hampshire County Council, we have placed way-marker
posts along the route for easy free access for people of all ages. One of the special
features is the open space gym equipment that is available for a quick fun workout en
route in Pershore Road Park!
Other way-marked routes in the borough include Down Grange Sports
Complex, Little Penwood and Crabtree Plantation.
For more information visit www.basingstoke.gov.uk/ sportsnews#elem_45286

Improve Comedy Drop-in Rehearsal and Jam
Every Friday* at the White Hart, London Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire
RG21 4AE.
This is like a drop-in class for those that want to play, perform and try
improvising a lot.
We shall explore some teaching, directing and coaching, dependent on the
people in the room.
The idea would be to run a set each session. Beginners welcome. This will
cost £5pp. http://www.nathanimprov.com/p/local.html http://www.facebook.com/
basingstokeimprov @BasingstokeImprov (twitter).
* Email to conﬁrm event, as venue may not always be available and I may be
on tour. basingstoke@nathanimprov.com.

Old Basing Tennis Club
Old Basing Tennis Club is a friendly village club situated at the Recreation Ground,
Riley Lane, Old Basing. We have 4 all weather courts and a clubhouse.
The summer season starts at the end of March with our ﬁrst club night being held on
Tuesday 27th March at 6pm. Club nights are then held every Tuesday and Friday evening from
6pm until dusk throughout the season.
As well as social tennis, we ﬁeld teams in the local league and run a Summer
Tournament for members. We also held several social events throughout the year, including a
quiz.
If you would like to ﬁnd out more about joining please contact Lynne Thomas: lynne.
thomas8@btinternet.com
We would love to hear from you!
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Wanting to learn some basic IT, but don’t know
where to start?
Oakridge Hall for All,
Basingstoke, RG21 5RG

Learn Basic IT skills to:

09:30 - 14:30
13th, 14th, 20th, 21st, & 22nd March
No crèche available

- Better be able to support your
children’s learning
- Improve a number of IT skills
- Find out more about internet
safety

To book your place please contact our Romsey office on
01794 522106 or enquiries.rcs123@gmail.com

Servicing the needs of the Community
www.rcsservices.org.uk

enquiries.rcs123@gmail.com

Basingstoke: 01256 841024
Romsey: 01794 522106
Andover: 01264 359223

RCSSERVICES
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Dear Residents,
Today’s entry will be short as we are all extremely busy this
week on Op Sceptre! By the time this article goes public we would
have completed activities for the week.
Although knife crime is rare, we still need to ensure that we
are not making it easy for anyone who wants to get hold of one for
the wrong reasons.
As part of this week we have been conducting test purchasing
at Basingstoke’s retailers that sell knives or bladed articles. We are working with our
Police Cadets to enter shops and attempt to purchase these bladed articles with a hope
to being turned away due to being under 18.
We also have teams including specialists with metal detectors, working with
ourselves and the cadets, to conduct searches in various areas to see if we are able to
ﬁnd anything.
Hopefully all goes well and we are able to educate any retailers that may not
pass for the future. If you have any concerns or know of any shops that are selling knives
to under 18s, please call us on 101.
Did you know we have our own facebook page? You can see updates of our
projects and news by searching us – Basingstoke Cops.
Many thanks, PCSO C. Norris 16287

Chineham Library
It’s good to see that the days are becoming lighter and ﬁnally this month the clocks
go forward. So do come and join us in the library on 17th March when there is a session on
Container Gardening at 2pm. Tickets costing £4 can be bought in advance, and some plants will
be available for sale afterwards. The craft session on the 3rd will have a Mother’s Day theme, so
perhaps dads/grandparents could bring younger ones along between 10am – 12pm to produce
something for the day?
Regular activities for children continue as usual with storytimes at 10am on all other
Saturdays, and rhymetimes on Tuesday mornings at 10am for under ones and 11am for over
ones. The Chatterbooks reading group has its next two meetings on 15th March and 12th April,
from 3.45- 4.45pm. Don’t forget Construction Club on Saturdays where children can play with
Lego from 1.30pm onwards.
Our adult groups are also meeting as usual, with the Crime Reading group on the 17th
March at 10.30am and the CHIPPS reading group on 14th March. Our newly formed writing
group meets on 1st March and 5th April from 5.30 – 7pm and new members are very welcome to
join. Age Concern continue to provide computer tuition on Wednesday mornings from 10am.
For further information please contact their area oﬃce on: 01256 423874.
Looking ahead to April we are privileged to be hosting an author talk by Jean Fullerton.
Jean is talking about ‘Inside the writer’s mind’, and the event will take place on 19th April at
7.30pm. Tickets costing £6 are obtainable from the library. It should be an interesting evening.
Please continue to follow us via social media for the most up-to-date information. Cathy
Foster
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Motivation
“Aiming High, Achieving Together.”

Excellence
Respect
Teamwork
Opportunities
Never give up

Spring News
February 2018

Year R – Dinosaurs
Our Year R children have had a great half term learning all about Dinosaurs. They have enjoyed finding out
about all the different shapes and sizes of dinosaurs including why some dinosaurs were herbivores, some were
carnivores and some were omnivores. The children all made their own dinosaur fossils using clay and developed
their fine motor skills. They have watched a volcano science experiment where bicarbonate of soda and vinegar
were mixed together and put in a small volcano to make it erupt!
The topic will end with our trip to Wellington Country Park to give our children the opportunity to see some life
sized models of Dinosaurs.
Year 1 – Fire! Fire!
Last half term the Year 1 children became ‘Fire Experts’. As part of the topic, they were challenged by the fire
service to learn all about the Great Fire of London and how it changed London to make the City safer.
These jobs included:
x Writing a newspaper article about the Great Fire of London
x Finding out about the job of a fireman and writing a job description
x Looking at which materials could be used to make strong water bucket
When the children had finished their challenges, they had a visit from the firemen who showed them around
their fire engine.
Year 2 – Antarctica
This half term the children have been learning about the Rainforest. They have discussed the issues the
Rainforest is facing and the need to raise awareness about the dangers of deforestation. The children could not
believe how many of their favourite animals are being affected and how many food and drink products contain
palm oil. They were so shocked that they decided they needed to take immediate action. The children wrote
newspaper reports and filmed them. The newspaper reports told their audience what was happening, what
effect it was having and how they could help!
But this wasn’t enough … The children wanted to widen their audience and hold a protest on our school
playground using banners and signs they had made for their half termly homework.
SAVE THE RAINFOREST!
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Helping
Communities
Change Lives
Want to make a difference by volunteering?
Looking for help for your charity, voluntary or community
organisation?
Need help accessing local services and finding support?

www.bvaction.org.uk

BVA, The Orchard, White Hart Lane, Basingstoke, RG21 4AF
Registered Charity Number 1077442 Company Limited by Guarantee Registration Number 3802713

Helping
Communities
Change Lives
Are you a member of a charity, voluntary or community
organisation?
We help your organisation set up, grow and develop
through advice, training and volunteer recruitment

www.bvaction.co.uk
BVA, The Orchard, White Hart Lane, Basingstoke, RG21 4AF
Registered Charity Number 1077442 Company Limited by Guarantee Registration Number 3802713
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Community
Rhymetimes
Come along to Hampshire Libraries led FREE
Baby Rhymetimes in local Community Centres
Popley Fields Mondays 5 Feb & 14 May 10.30-11.30am
Ridgeway Mondays 5 March & 4 June 10.30-11.30am
Sycamore Tuesdays 3 April & 10 July 10.30-11.30am
Singing, movement and fun for babies, toddlers and their parents/carers.
Support, signposting and information will also be available from Barnardo’s and
Talking Tots about developing children’s communication skills. Free CD of
rhymes available at the sessions - while stocks last.
Contact: Basingstoke Discovery Centre on 01256 478670
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M: 07823884522

Patient friendly Instructor
1 to 1 lessons at your own pace
Good pass rates

10 Hours for £250
£29 per Hour
£27 Student/NHS rate
Full 'L'Test trainingwiththeorytuitionincluded
Motorwaylessons

PassPlus

Refresher courses

WWW. JBDRIVE.co.uk
E: JBDRIVE@Live.com

29, Oakridge Rd, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 5SE

ADI

Telephone: 0751 624 5192 • happytails_grooming@hotmail.co.uk
www.happytailsgrooming.moonfruit.com

James Bone

Happy Tails Grooming offer very competitive prices but maintain the level of
quality and service you would expect.

JBDRIVE

Spencer & Peyton Ltd
MERCHANDISE FOR SALE
Wristbands

T Shirts

Hero Bears

Lanyards

Tea Towels

Lapel
Pins (all
services)

Mugs
Key Rings

And much, much
more to order from
Jonathan Williams, 35-41 Essex Road, Basingstoke, RG21 7TB

01256 817603
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3rd Generation
family owned
and run Funeral
Directors and
Monumental
Masons
24 Hours

Established 1961

Our family
serving your family
for over 50 years
380 Worting Road
Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ

01256 323165
7 London Road
Hook, RG27 9DY

01256 761717
Trading Standards
approved
Pre-paid funeral plans
discussed without obligation

spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com

Dear Friends
Perhaps one of the most familiar parables of Jesus we may know is the story of the
wise and foolish builders as told by Luke and Matthew. Just a brief reminder: Two
men build their houses, the one builds his house on rock with strong foundations
when the storms come and rain lashes the house and the ﬂood rises the house stands
ﬁrm. The second man builds his house but fails to put down strong foundations and
instead builds his house on sand. The storm comes, the rain lashes the house and the
ﬂoods rise. Sadly, the house collapses because it has no foundation.
God foundations are important - believe me I’ve come to recognize that fact as the
building works have progressed on the community facilities at St Gabriel’s and
I’m pretty conﬁdent that the building will stand for many more years whatever
the weather may throw at it! The parable is important because it’s all about the
foundation we build our life upon.
The storms of life can hit at any time and most frequently without warning! There
seems to me a lot of anxiety around there days. Anxiety and uncertainty about
relationships, ﬁnances, work, children and the wider issues of Brexit and climate
change.
How we react when the storms of life come will reveal whether we have built on
rock or sand. Sadly, in my role all too often it’s the latter rather than the former.
Jesus said “whoever hears my words and acts on them is like the man who built
his house on the rock” The parable follows on from some of Jesus’ most profound
teaching: ‘Ask, seek, knock!’; ‘judging others’; ‘the narrow and wide gate’.
Jesus is always ready to be alongside us in all our trials and storms. It matters not
to him who or where we are, have been, what is important to him is where we are
going. Lent provides an opportunity in the Christian calendar to explore those areas
of our lives that cause the storms to erupt and to invite Jesus alongside to calm the
storm. So, can I invite you to consider the foundations of your life.
If you want to know how to build we’re starting another introduction to Christianity
through the Alpha Course beginning in March. Please do check out the website
www.stgabrielspopley.net for more details and here’s to God foundations.

Every blessing
Arthur
(Vicar of St Gabriel’s)
324734
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The term Lasting Powers of Attorney (LPA) may sound like an
exciting TV series, but it is in fact a very useful legal document
that people really ought to consider having in place alongside
their Will.
An LPA is a way of giving someone you trust the legal authority
to make decisions on your behalf should you lose mental
capacity in the future or if you are worried about managing
your aﬀairs in the future. This person is called an Attorney.
You can have more than one Attorney and these can be anyone you chose such
as family members or close friends. Clearly, they should be people you trust
explicitly. One could be a professional adviser, such as a solicitor, who could
oversee the activities of the main Attorney.
There are two diﬀerent types of LPA. One of them covers decisions about your
property and ﬁnances, and the other covers decisions about your health and
welfare. You can choose to have one or both.
You can appoint the same person or persons to be your Attorney for both LPAs
or you can choose diﬀerent Attorneys.
The LPA will only be valid if you have the mental capacity to set it up and have
not been put under any pressure to create it.
It must be countersigned to this eﬀect by a trusted third party and registered with
the Oﬃce of the Public Guardian.
If you are married or in a civil partnership do not assume that your spouse will
automatically be able to deal with your ﬁnances and make decisions about
your healthcare. This is not the case as, without an LPA, they will not have the
authority.
We recommend that everybody has an LPA in place as mental capacity can be
lost or diminish suddenly, as a result of a serious accident or suﬀering an illness.
An LPA can certainly provide some peace of
mind for all concerned.
If you would like to discuss setting up an
LPA, please contact Caroline Wallis, head
of the Wills & Probate team at Phillips, by
calling 01256 854637 or by emailing caroline.
wallis@phillips-law.co.uk
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British Science Week 9 – 18 March 2018

Science Evening
at Basingstoke Discovery Centre
e
Wednesday 14 March
Discover the World’s
Largest Telescope:
Europe’s ELT
With Dave Shave-Wall, Basingstoke
Astronomical Society
6pm: £3.50

Gravitational Waves: A new
window to the universe

The Scientific
Secrets of Doctor Who
Writer Simon Guerrier and astronomer Dr
Marek Kukula explain how they teamed
up to explore The Scientific Secrets of
Doctor Who.
7.30pm: £5

Emma Osborne, University of
Southampton, takes you on a journey
through the gravitational wave universe.
6pm: £3.50

Get Creative with Cosplay
Members of the Basingstoke Cosplay
Collective explore a range of different
costume making techniques and materials
6pm: £3.50
Places are limited so please book early to ensure your place.
Note: These talks are intended for an adult audience.
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Unfortunately the weather hasn't been very kind to us at the start of
the year with the majority of games being called oﬀ due to frozen or
waterlogged pitches. Oh, the perils of grassroots football!
Of the few games that have gone ahead it's been heartening to see our
boys and girls getting 'stuck in' and playing some brilliant football,
whatever the weather!
MFC U7s are playing some scintillating football recently, which is a pleasure to watch.
Jake played like 'Mr Scream' and was amazing. We are challenging the boys to use
their weaker foot in matches. Congratulations to Harry for scoring against Arsenal.
MFC U13s - The new year has seen a return to action for our Venom and Predators
U13 Teams. Our Predators team were 2nd best v Manor Colts going down 4-1 in our
ﬁrst league game of 2018, we followed this up with a convincing 5-0 win over our
friends from Junior Shots. The ﬁnal game of Jan saw us exit the Cup Q/Final v Hook
from the Premier League, going down 3-0. Venom had a very similar month with
results, beginning the year with a great 3-2 win over a very good Camberley team
before losing out to Farnborough 4-1. A reverse game to Farnborough saw our Venom
players outplay their opponents but going down 2-1.
MFC U13s Girls are looking for a couple more players to strengthen their squad next
season (U14). The team plays across 2 school ages, Year 7 and 8.
The team trains midweek at Powerleague and play their home matches at Mays Bounty
Cricket Club in Basingstoke. Please register your interest with Owen, the team coach,
at oweza03@gmail.com.
You can get regular updates on Twitter, @MFC_PopleyYouth and by using the hashtags
#MFCPY #REDandBLACKARMY.
MFC Popley Youth has a dedicated club page on Facebook (as well as individual team
pages), and you can also ﬁnd us on Instagram.
MFC Popley Youth FA Charter Standard Development Club and Nike Partner Club
has a dedicated club shop website where you can purchase kit and accessories - www.
clubwebshop.com/a-z/clubs/mfcpopley/
For more information, or if you have any queries, please contact the club through our
main website: www.mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
Zak Collingwood
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Probus visit TAG Aviation Farnborough
Members of the Probus Club of Basingstoke had an informative
look behind the scenes of this airﬁeld, perhaps best known for the
Farnborough International Air Show.
Samuel Cody made the ﬁrst sustained powered ﬂight in England
here in 1908 and from WW1 Farnborough has been closely
concerned with testing and evaluating aircraft. The Royal Aircraft Establishment (RAE), was
established here and resident until 1985.
Increase in housing and lack of airspace hampered military ﬂying and closure loomed. Part of
the airﬁeld was released for general and business aviation use, but with poor uptake, closure
was inevitable. The company TAG, (Techniques d’Avant Garde), secured the airﬁeld for a
multi-million pound purchase. TAG Heuer watches was an earlier investment although is now
owned by LVMH luxury brands group. Today they own 25% of the McLaren car group. TAG
has similar airﬁeld operations in Switzerland and Spain.
Signiﬁcant capital expenditure in landscaping and modernising the airﬁeld was needed for
bespoke VIP business jet operations and current Civilian Aviation Authority regulations.
These included a new control tower, radar unit, spacious aircraft maintenance hangars and
an extensive aircraft apron for multi jet parking, servicing and operations. The 2440 metres
runway was resurfaced. To attract business users TAG commissioned a luxurious terminal
building that provides the very best hospitality for both VIP passengers and Aircraft Crews.
Besides customs, immigration and security facilities passengers may drive directly to their
waiting aircraft. No lengthy and tedious waits here inbound or outbound! Their customers
demand and receive high quality and discrete service standards.
All are part of a
comprehensive bespoke
solution encompassing
complete aircraft and
passenger handling services
for business clients on
London’s doorstep. TAG
Farnborough employs over
1,000 people with 28,000
aircraft movements which
will be increased to 50,000
over the forthcoming years.
See www.probusbasingstoke.
wordpress.com
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Mark Smith
Plumbing and Heating
Est. 1971
Call 07968808454 or Email markmsph@gmail.com
No Call Out Charge And Free Quotations
All Plumbing and Heating Undertaken
Full Bathroom Installations
Landlord Safety Certificates
Gas Boiler Maintenance
Oil & Gas Boiler Installation
Water Softeners, Showers, Taps etc
Unvented Hot Water
Gledhill, Megaflo & All Makes

M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE
Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke
RG24 9NP

Servicing and repairs to all makes and models

cars and light commercials
Pre-MOTs/MOTs arranged by appointment

clutches, brakes, shockers
free ﬁt exhausts, timing belts
tuning, welding, diagnostics checks
Motor vehicle specialist
Free delivery and collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you
For a friendly and personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650
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Well, that’s February out of the way! Onwards
and upwards from here on in!
It's been a rather busy month, we’ve discovered
all sorts of nature’s wonders at the site; Wood
Ears and Turkey Tails (of the fungi family), Gall
wasp nests, wasp spider nests and harvest mouse
nests. Yup, lots of nests at the pond.
We had 2 new volunteers at our meeting last month. Lovely to meet you ladies!!
The lovely Liz had this to say about us, “I found the group to be very friendly
and welcoming, and was surprised at how much we got done in just a couple of hours. No
previous experience necessary!”
Liz is a superstar, ﬁrstly because she came out on a rather chilly Saturday morning
helping us clear a pathway to the hidden pond, but prior to that because she created our
lovely posters for the Basingstoke Live gig last year thereby helping us to move into the
21st century with our PR. We love them and we’re hoping to borrow that graphic design
talent for future events.
It’s probably a good time to clarify that whatever time and skills you have to give,
we’d love to hear about it! We’re aren’t necessarily just on the look out for volunteers to
turn out in the rain - anyone out there with an interest in helping in whatever capacity you
can, please do get in touch! We are a diverse group; bringing diﬀerent skills and abilities to
the table is what makes an eﬀective team and you can see Liz’s feedback for yourself on our
Facebook page (Marnel and Popley Conservation Volunteers).
We have lots of other superstars to tell you about in due course. One thing’s for
sure, everyone’s eﬀort counts!
There may also be those of you out there who help us without us knowing it. If
you spend time in the area, litter picking or any activities contributing towards up-keeping
the area, please do let us know, we record volunteering hours for the council, to help them
resource and monitor areas which may need additional support from the community team
- you should be part of that number. More importantly though - we are all really grateful
for you unspoken heroes, please let us know what you’re achieving so we can thank you
personally.
Last but not least, as promised in the last issue, we have ﬁnally got the details of
our semi-annual knees up sorted:
Date: Sunday 25th March
Time: 3pm Onwards
Location: Barton’s Mill, Old Basing, RG24 8AE
We’ll be there with bells on, OK probably not bells, more like sitting near one
of our posters trying to look interesting, I promise you we are an interesting bunch when
you get to know us and that’s interesting in the good way! We’d love to see anyone who
is interested in the group, has concerns about the pond life or the area that we are working
in or has been out with us before and whats to see us again, even if you’d just like to meet
some fellow locals for a natter, we’d be pleased to see you! Everyone is welcome.
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YOUR LOCAL
LOCKSMITH
Malcolm - 24/7 personal service

Call:01256 464778
Mobile:07557343492
NO CALL OUT
CHARGES
FREE ESTIMATES
Locked out – Broken Key or Lock – Lost keys
Doors, Windows, Garages etc. + Hardware &
Accessories
Member of the UK LOCKSMITHS ASSOCIATION
Fully Insured – Fully Guaranteed & DBS Checked

Email: m-wallace@outlook.com

IPS hair
Styling for the whole family
Award winning and experienced stylist. Available to
style your hair in the comfort of your own home
or at my home-based salon.

£5

OFF

Cut & Blow Dry

£28
Only

£23

With this voucher

Phone Ian on: 0790 9577 199
01256 363600
www.ipshair.co.uk

Qualiﬁed Plumber and Property
Maintenance Services

Reliable and friendly local electrician.
All types of electrical work undertaken.
x
x
x
x
x

Additional lights/sockets
Complete re-wires
Fuseboard changes
Outside lights
Fault finding
Free estimates
20 years experience

Call Mark on 07948 527231

Based in Popley
Bathroom and Kitchen reﬁts
Plumbing and Heating
Certiﬁed Gas and Electric Works
Plastering, Painting and
Decorating
Carpentry
Fencing
563148
HANDYMAN SERVICES/
SMALL JOBS WELCOME
No call out charge
Free Estimates
Call Mickey
Tel No: 07888 828 542
Email: mickeyﬁsh@hotmail.com
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1st Response

Heating & Plumbing

212273
FOR

Heating Installations
Boiler changes/upgrades
Servicing
Breakdowns
Landlord Safety Checks
Power Flushing
24 hour – 7 Days a Week
CALL

Jamie Davenport
Tel No: 01256 398611
Mobile No: 07876 687422

PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY IN
SHERBORNE ST JOHN
We offer high quality care in a happy secure
and stimulating environment
Term time only for children 2 years to school age
Open 5 mornings and 3 afternoons and lunch clubs a week
Educational structure – experienced and qualified staff
Set in idyllic location with large outdoor area
and a playground
Ofsted report – OUTSTANDING
Nursery Grants available

For a prospectus call in or contact us
on 075 287 26248
Email: info@piccolopsn.com
www.piccolopreschool.co.uk

Piccolo Pre-school Nursery, The Sports Pavilion, Vyne Road,
Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX

What do accountants
ever do for businesses?
“Well, our accountant does our
VAT, payroll and year-end, saves
us a load of tax, monitors our
cash ﬂow and our ﬁnancial
performance, makes sure we
comply with HMRC rules, takes
an active interest and is
always there when we have a
problem… they
even handle our
HR issues, so quite
a lot really.”

Call us now on 01256 811415 to book
your FREE business review with an active
accountant. Offer limited to 4 businesses per month

Lawrence Young
INSPIRED BUSINESS THINKING

Chartered Management Accountants, Tax Advisers
and Business Advisers to growing businesses in
Hampshire, Berkshire and Surrey.
Saving you time. Saving you tax. Saving you money.
Lawrence Young Ltd. Hart House, Priestley Road, Basingstoke RG24 9PU

www.lawrenceyoung.co.uk
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BERMUDA COMMUNITY CENTRE
WE HAVE THE POPLEY EXPLORERS PRE-SCHOOL HERE
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 8.30AM TO 3PM (for further detailscontact ELAINE ON 363156)
MONDAY CMA KEEP FIT AND KICK BOXING
FROM 6.30PM TO 8PM
TUESDAY BINGO NIGHT DOORS OPEN 7PM EYES DOWN 8PM.
FINISHES AROUND 9.45PM LIGHT REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE AT
HALF TIME
WEDNESDAY 6PM TO 7PM LOU BEDFORD YOGA CLASSES FOR
DETAILS RING LOU ON 07753109222 OR GO ONLINE AT
WWW.LOUBEDFORDYOGA.CO.UK.
THURSDAY 4.30PM TO 6.30PM STREET DANCE AND BALLET
CLASSES TWO AND A HALF YEARS TO ADULTS SCHOOL TERM
TIME.FOR DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT SAMANTHA PIKE ON 07811299484
THURSDAY 7PM TO 8.30PM CMA KICK BOXING
FRIDAY 6PM TO 7PM FRIDAY CLUB.
THE HALL IS ALSO AVAILABLE TO HIRE FOR PARTIES AT REASONABLE
RATES.
FAMILY PRIZE BINGO 2ND MARCH 2018, AT
POPLEY FIELDS COMMUNITY CENTRE DOORS OPEN AT
6PM, EYES DOWN AT 7PM REFRESHMENTS AND RAFFLE
AVAILABLE, ALL WELCOME

Over 55s Forum
The Basingstoke and Deane "Young at Heart" Over 55s Forum had their 1st Open Forum
of 2018 with guest speakers Jonathon Jones (Farnham Town Crier) who was brilliant telling us about
his uniform and how to become a Town Crier etc, Also Chief Inspector Matthem Reeves from the
Basingstoke Police was also a guest. The attendance was some 230 members.
We are now taking new members, so if anyone is interested in joining our ever growing Forum,
please contact Secretary Gerald.L.Merritt -E-Mail gerald.merritt@ntlworld.com or 07792535116.

Trips for 2018

Sunday 22nd April a visit to Denbies Vineyard at Dorking which is the largest vineyard in
England in the heart of the Surrey Hills. 265 acres under vine, with wine and gift shop; Art Gallery;
Village Greens Farm Shop; and 7 miles of public footpaths, You will have a train ride through the
vineyards into the Surrey Hills, ride time approx 50 minutes. Also a 2 course roast dinner with tea/
coﬀee served at your table in the Garden Room looking out into the courtyard. Return coach travel for
members £41.50 - Non Members £43.50.
Thursday 14th June - a day trip to the Morgan Car Factory Tour in Worcestershire with a
buﬀet lunch, return coach travel. Members £46.00 - Non Members £48.00.
Anyone interested in these 2 trips, please contact Gerald for more information about booking.
Gerald on 07792535116 or e-mail gerald.merritt@ntlworld.com
Others being planned for September onwards is Postal Museum in London - Sandhurst Trust
- World of Wedgewood, Turkey & Tinsel more news on these at a later date. Thank you. Gerald.
(Secretary & Tour Manager)
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We’ve got everything
under one roof at
Apollo Hotel
Your local independent
hotel, perfect for
business or leisure

Accommodation, Weddings,
Celebrations, Parties, Birthdays, Anniversaries,
Meetings, Health & Fitness Club, Beauty Treatment Rooms

01256 796700
www.apollohotels.com
enquiries@apollohotels.com

HORIZ
N
Sound & Vision
LANDSCAPING SPECIALIST
& GARDEN MAINTENANCE
Domestic Fencing, Gates,
Patios, Paths, Driveways,
Garden Clearances,
Grass & Hedge Cutting,
Turf Laying, Patio Cleaning.
Family Run Business, Fully Insured
Competitive Prices, Free Quotes

01256 883881
07940 569833

SATELLITE & AERIALS
Family Run Business Est 1988

● Aerial & Dish Installations

Freeview, Sky, European & Freesat Installations.
Your only local Sky authorised Dealer.

● Freeview, Sky or Freesat on additional TVs
Magic Eye control & HD on multiple TVs.
Phone & Ethernet points.

● TV Wall Installation

Free site survey. System planning & advice. Hidden cabling.

● Tuning & set up of your equipment

Advice for Digital, Audio & Smart Equipment. Cable tidying.
Weak/low signal improvement

● WiFi Signal Improvement
● CCTV Installations
● Sonos Sound Sytems

8
8418
84186
256 841860
1
1256
0125
0

Essex Road, Basingstoke, RG21 7TB

www.horizonsatellites.co.uk info@horizonsatellites.co.uk
tes.co.uk

FASTFARE
Your Local Family Convenience Store
Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679
Open seven days a week

Monday–Friday 8:00am–9:00pm Saturday 8:30am–9:30pm Sunday 9:00am–9:00pm

Grocery | Stationery | Oﬀ Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables | Fresh Flowers
Fresh Sandwiches | Pies | Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries
We serve crushed Ice Drinks

• Now Available UPS Parcel Service • Play Now Lottery + Scratch Cards
• Faxing and photocopying available • We Accept Milk Tokens
• Paypoint pay your bills Gas, Electric, Mobile Top ups ETC.
• Western Union Money Transfer Services • International Phone Cards

NEW FRESH CREAM CAKES TO ORDER
If you don‛t see what you want in the store, please ask and we will try to get it for you.

FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS /357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE

We ﬁll your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries.
There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your
repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or
Private.
Among our many services we offer:- Blood pressure check,
Diabetic, Cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A Private consultation
area for patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness
by our qualiﬁed Pharmacist. Pregnancy advice and morning after pill
available. We hold a comprehensive stock of Motability Equipment for
hire or purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.
For further details ring 357637
Opening Hours
Monday-Friday 9am-7pm; Sat 9am-5pm
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