FASTFARE
Your Local Family Convenience Store
Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679
Open seven days a week

Monday–Friday 8:00am–9:00pm Saturday 8:30am–9:30pm Sunday 9:00am–9:00pm

Grocery | Stationery | Off Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables | Fresh Flowers
Fresh Sandwiches | Pies | Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries

• Now Available UPS Parcel Service • Play Now Lottery + Scratch Cards
• Faxing and photocopying available • We Accept Milk Tokens
• Paypoint pay your bills Gas, Electric, Mobile Top ups ETC.
• Western Union Money Transfer Services • International Phone Cards
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If you don‛t see what you want in the store,
please ask and we will try to get it for you.

FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS /357637

£2

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE

We fill your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries.
There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your
repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or
Private.
Among our many services we offer:- Blood pressure, Diabetic,
Cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A Private consultation area for
patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness by our
qualified Pharmacist. Pregnancy advice and morning after pill available.
We hold a comprehensive stock of Motability Equipment for hire or
purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.
For further details ring 357637
Opening Hours
Monday-Friday 9am-7pm; Sat 9am-5pm
Printed by Personalised Print 352434 Email:p.print@virgin.net
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Message from the Editor:-Halloween over, and Fireworks
early this month, then it is time to get ready for Christmas. There
certainly are lots of events and places to buy your gifts in this
month’s Popley Matters. All you spend also helps a lot of our
charities. Light up a Life for St Michael’s Hospice on page 28,
Christmas Extravaganza at Popley Fields on page 4, Christmas
Bazaar at Merton Schools on page 20 and Christmas Fair at
Editor
Sherborne St John. Not forgetting Abbey Court who are working
Jane Frankum
hard to make their Christmas Bazaar a big success, all are welcome.
There is some good advice and appeals for volunteers for the hospital radio on page 9
and volunteers for the Home Library Service to deliver books to those residents that
can’t get out much on page 24. All the community groups want your help or input.
Popley Islands and Marnel and Merton are on page 6. Melrose Hall wants your views
on what you would like to see at the Community Hall on page 7. They are doing a
feasibility exercise so they can apply for grant money to enlarge and update the hall
and facilities, so please take the time to fill it in and post through the halls letter box.
I wonder what kind of winter we will have. The weather reports say it will be a cold
one but how reliable are they? I guess it’s always wise to be prepared with salt and grit
for our paths and easy to prepare food in case it’s hard to get out.
Can you also keep a neighbourly eye on each other especially if
you know vulnerable people near you?
We do need some more volunteers to deliver Popley Matters for 50
houses in Abbey Road, and some of the roads in Popley Poets and
Marnel Park. Just 30 minutes to an hour a month would really help
us a lot. Phone me on 819924 email editor@popleymatters.org.uk
Sub Editor
or write or call at 405 Abbey Road
Paul Frankum
The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the Editorial Team, the members of the
committee, or Popley Matters magazine.
Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Area Distribution Manager Jeremy Jackman
and Richard Haver; Treasurer Christopher Martin; Proof Reader Lorraine Beaney, Chris Martin and Iris King
Distribution Team;- Jenny Bailey; Amanda Bellamy; Elaine Dennis; Tony Frankum; Pat Hamilton, Stacey Hart; Michael Hatter; Richard
Haver; Kyle and Stuart Humphries; Peter Johnson; Terry Jones; Colin Karslake; Walter and Sue Kerr; Simon Leadbetter; Cathy Li; Nick
Lloyd; Ann Marke; Chris Martin; Clare Martin; Jennifer Martin; Jo Micallef; Janet Payne; Michael Portlock; Kenneth Rennie; Kath Smith;
Christine Taylor; Keith Theobald; Janet Ward; Carole Whetton; Dean Wilson and Debbie Wilson
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Thank you for your support

Choosing the right care home
for Mum was made easier.
From the moment my mother and I first visited
Marnel Lodge, we knew we had found
somewhere pretty special. Elegant surroundings,
delicious food and beautiful gardens were made
even more appealing by the presence of likeminded residents with whom she can socialise
and enjoy activities. For my part, knowing that
she’s safe in the care of such a dedicated and
compassionate team gives me great peace of
mind. And for that I’m extremely grateful.
• Nursing Care
• Residential Care
• Dementia Care
• Respite Care

T hank you,
Marnel !
Lodge

Please contact us for further
information or to arrange a visit

Call 01256 441 459
Marnel Lodge Care Home | www.barchester.com
Carter Drive, off Popley Way, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG24 9UL
(If using a sat nav please enter RG24 9DR)

Help us care for local people with life limiting illness

Sunday 7th December, 18:00
at St. Michael’s Hospice
Remember precious memories of loved ones past
and present this Christmas by attending a very special
occasion at St. Michael’s Hospice. Our Light up a Life
service offers time for reflection and to stand together
with others to share happiness.
We invite you to dedicate a light in memory of a family
member, friend or simply to remember others. You are
very welcome to attend our special service whether
you have lost someone at St. Michael’s Hospice or not.

To reserve your place and sponsor a light please visit our website
at stmichaelshospice.org.uk/events or for more information
Registered Charity No. 1002856
please call us on 01256 848848.
@smhbasingstoke #lual

St. Michael’s Hospice (North Hampshire)

EMAIL

CONTACT

WEBSITE

events@stmichaelshospice.org.uk

01256 848848

stmichaelshospice.org.uk
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JONATHAN
WILLIAMS
Independent Funeral Directors
• Family run Funeral Directors with
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and
professional service 24 hours a day,
365 days year
• Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring
for your family
35-41 Essex Road
Basingstoke RG21 7TB

AAA CLEARANCE
HOUSE AND GARDEN
CLEARANCE IN BASINGSTOKE.
•YOUR UNWANTED ITEMS REMOVED
AND RECYCLED FOR A SMALL CHARGE
•GARDEN RUBBISH CLEARED
•FURNITURE MOVED
•MAN WITH BIG VAN SERVICE
•FULLY INSURED
•WASTE CARRIERS LICENCE
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTORS LICENCE
•UP TO 100% OF WASTE RECYCLED
•PRINCES TRUST SUPPORTED BUSINESS
•SCRAP METAL COLLECTED

PLEASE GIVE US A CALL
07783488412
OR EMAIL
aaaclearance@outlook.com

01256 817603
(24hrs)

NCA SERVICES
For All Your Property Needs!

01256 533140
07826375515
550253

ncahandyman@gmail.com
Free No Obligation Quotes & Advice

No job too small!
All General Household Repairs Undertaken
Intergas TM Approved Installer
(5 yrs Warranty on all Intergas Boilers Installed)
Boiler and Central Heating Installations and
Servicing
Electrical Installations, Inspections and Fault Finding
Property Maintenance & DIY Rescue
Plumbing and Home improvement
30 Years Experience
Fully Insured and
Registered
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PC Martin Computer Services
We offer the following services for
our home user and small business
customers






IT Consultancy
Computer and laptop repair
Hardware and software repair
IT equipment & Supplies with
free local delivery.

You can be assured of high quality yet low
cost services with a fixed hourly rate of
only £25.00 per hour and no call out fee
Tel: 01256 322590
Mobile: 07903 645 674
services@fixyourcomp.co.uk
www.fixyourcomp.co.uk
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Diaries from the Old Codger
This month is the time to remember all the men and women
that went off to WW1 in France and Flanders. In our small part
of the country we must remember all the civilians that turned
their hands to jobs that they would not have done, you can
see this on the display at the Willis and Milestones museums.
A local youth theatre and Fluid Motion are also doing Mrs.
Gill’s Grand Matinee at the Chesil theatre in Winchester on 14th December at
2pm. You can get tickets at www.ticketsource.co.uk/event/69616 . There are
2 groups, one from Basingstoke the other from Southampton who are staging
this event set in 1914. I hope you can get to see what a wonderful young theatre
group this is. There and, I expect, many other things around to remember the
fallen that never returned home.
Well what a lot has been going on in my house, first the roof, now the work has
started on the bathroom. this is a big job. I could not get Her Indoors to do it
even after all the hints. I gave her, including a pair of overalls. I think she is too
tied up now going to her favourite places, shops and more shops buying up for
Christmas especially this year as my son and his lovely wife Sharon are coming
over to spend the festivity with the family.
I don’t know why we go through so much for just a few days; far too much food
and loads of people that fill our house O.K. WE LOVE IT.
It’s amazing what you can find out, as I have, doing family researching. On my
mothers side she was a “Guy” going back we found out that a John Guy was
a council member for Bristol, an Member of Parliament and was Governor of
Newfoundland. On his return to the UK he went back to being an MP. The shady
side was his brother who was raiding Spanish ships and made a fortune out of it.
The Guy family were also in what is called the Inner Inns in London so they had
over the years a fantastic family story. I would like to thank our MP for helping
get information. It was kind of her to go out of her way.
Don’t forget all our war heroes this month by buying a
poppy and displaying it with pride. Until next month take
care and kids stay safe coming home from school
as the nights draw in.
The Old Codger
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Councillors’ Page: At a meeting attended by all the Popley Councillors we discussed the

plans we had requested for much needed improvements for A33; Popley Way and A339 Ringway.
The first phase of the A33 junction improvement programme would upgrade the A33 junctions with
the A339 Ringway roundabout and Popley Way.
Improvements here would include:
• a new approach lane from the A33 to the north;
• extension of the approach lane on Faraday Road;
• current bus lane markings on the eastern side will be removed so the road can be used
by all traffic;
• a fourth lane will be added to the southern section by the Norn Hill exit; and
• at the Ringway exit ramp a second lane will be added.
Junction of the A33 and Popley Way Improvements here would include:
• an additional lane for traffic turning left towards Reading; and
• changing the two remaining lanes for use by traffic turning right towards
Basingstoke town centre.
The intention is that these improvements will relieve congestion at the roundabout, reducing delays
for all vehicles including buses even after the existing bus lane is re-designated for all traffic. Cllr Jane
Frankum 01256 819924

Popley West: At the Tree Appeal
panel at long last after 16 years of residents
asking for more suitable landscape was
won. The huge trees closest to the houses
on the bund in Abbey Road that have
caused their houses to be constantly cold
and in darkness for the majority of the
day, high heating and lighting bills even in
summer months, and also the roots tearing
up paths and their gardens was finally
won. More appropriate landscaping will
be looked at and replaced.
We have been to Abbey Court residents
meeting where Sentinel, carers, catering
manager and staﬀ, Fire Service and
Basingstoke & Deane re-cycling oﬃcer
attended. The residents had some concerns
that are being addressed and a special
request for a steak and chips dinner was
agreed. We spoke to the residents after and
all agreed it was a good meeting. We are
always available if any constituent wants
to talk or meet us. The residents group
have asked for a grant to help to improve
the gardens again and we were happy to
help with that.
Cllr Jane Frankum 01256 819924
Cllr Paul Frankum 01256 819924

Popley East: Basingstoke & Deane are
looking for a new site for the cemetery as
the current cemetery in Worting Road will
reach its capacity in 2019/2020.
In October B&DBC cabinet approved
a plan to build a new cemetery in North
Waltham adjacent to the Crematorium. It
will now go to the planning committee for
outline planning. We are concerned that if
this was to go ahead people without their
own transport will not be able to visit their
loved ones when, and as often, as, they
would want to. Currently there are only
2 buses a day that go to North Waltham
and no services at the weekend. Anyone
wanting to go to the cemetery will have to
walk for 40 minutes down country lanes
with no pathways to get there. We feel
there are sites that would suit Basingstoke
residents better, such as three within the
proposed Manydown development, and
at Crockford Lane, in Chineham, which
had been considered in 1996 as a site
for the crematorium. All would be easily
accessible by public transport.
Cllr Viv Washbourne tel 07900890088
Cllr David Potter tel 07941507801
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BERMUDA COMMUNITY CENTRE
REGISTERED CHARITY No 1112068

Hospital Radio Basingstoke (HRB)
Launches Recruitment Campaign
Christine Rowley, Hospital
Radio Basingstoke’s public
relations officer says: “We
are all volunteers and pack so
much into the station.
“Most of us hold down day
jobs so we are looking for
more volunteers to help out.

“Itsfun,aswellas
rewardingwithStation
Nights,eventsandlots,lots
more.

If you would like to be part of the award winning Hospital Radio team now is the time to find
out more, as our doors are open for new recruits.
All our members are volunteers, but not everyone necessarily has to present on the radio. We
have a dedicated team of ward visitors who spend their time visiting patients, tuning them in
and promoting the service that HRB provides.
Those who do present also visit the wards as this is a very important part of what hospital
radio is all about, but full training on all aspects on being an HRB member will be given.
Fundraising is also important for everyone to be involved with, as HRB is a registered
charity and relies solely on the support of the public to keep its service running. If you
would like to become a committee member, help with fundraising, present, or ward visit,
then please let us know.
Visit our website on www.hrbasingstoke.co.uk to apply on line now.
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TELEPHONE
40-44 BERMUDA CLOSE
OFFICE:
01256 363156
BASINGSTOKE HANTS
HALL:
01256 308442
RG24 9PE
We have Popley Explorers Pre-school Monday to Friday from 8.30am until 3pm. For full
details ring Sharon on 363156.
We also have lots of exciting things going on in the evenings!
Monday night is keep fit and kick boxing from 6-30pm until 8pm Come along and join in
the fun.
Tuesday night is BINGO NIGHT! Doors open at 7pm, eyes down at 8pm. New members
are welcome. Come along, meet and make new friends. Refreshments are also available and it
finishes around about 10pm.
Wednesday evening is Dance to the beat 5pm until 7pm. for details ring Miss Lackey on
321160. Also Kick boxing is 7.30pm-8.30pm.
If you like to dance we have Street dance and ballet classes on Thursdays, for ages from
two and a half year olds to adults, 4.30 until 5.30pm. For full details contact Samantha on
07811299484.
Also Kick boxing from 7pm until 8.30pm.
Friday night is available for hire.
The hall is also available to hire for parties at reasonable rates for details ring Janet on
363156.
OUR NEXT FAMILY PRIZE BINGO IS AT POPLEY FIELDS COMMUNITY CENTRE
ON FRIDAY 5th DECEMBER 2014 - Please note that doors open at 6pm and eyes down at
7pm. Refreshments will also be available. Bring along all your Family and friends.

Operation Resilience: Keats Close Footpath Resurfacing
We are writing to update you regarding the footpath resurfacing works planned
for Keats Close. We are sorry that the original start date could not be accommodated
due to the impact of changes in the programming of other works in the county.
As part of the programme of works being undertaken by Operation Resilience
we will be undertaking footway resurfacing on Keats Close footpath from houses 3721, houses 20-18, and houses17-5. The works are programmed to start on Monday
27 October 2014 and are expected to last for up to 4 weeks; working hours 8am5pmhours.
Information signs advising footpath users of the works will be erected before
the start of works and a letter will be sent to residents likely to be affected by the
works.
Should you have any questions or require further information please contact
the Operation Resilience team on 01962 813063 or email operation.resilience@hants.
gov.uk
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Astral TV Repair

Sue’s Driving
School

Accountancy
For
Small Businesses

LCD/PLASMA TV Repairs
Digital aerial and satellite
Freeview/Freesat Installation
01256 470483
All makes of TV/audio/DVD
07790 686749
undertaken
Any faulty, damage, unwanted LCD www.suesdrivingschool.com
TVs
1 to 1 tuiƟon
Theory Test
Picked up free of charge
TuiƟon
Popley based engineer
Mock Tests
Call
Pass Plus
Mike 01256 363831 Motorway
TuiƟon

Business Accounts & Tax
Self Assessment Returns
Bookkeeping, VAT & Payroll
Fees fixed in advance
Meetings at home or work

Call Steve Rayner on
01256 471284 or see

www.taxassist.co.uk/basingstoke

Mobile 077321 83035

10 to 16 year old TuiƟon also available

The Hermit
Barbershop
Traditional Barbers.

01256 321477
3 Elmwood Parade
Elmwood Way, Winklebury, Basingstoke.
RG23 8LL
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HOME LIBRARY
SERVICE

UNIQUE BLOCK
PAVING

Bryant & Freeman
Motor Engineers
Est. Over 40 Years

Derek Hooley (NVQ Qualified)

Do you, or someone you
know, love reading but can no
longer get to the library due to
ill health, disability or caring
responsibilities? We may be
able to help by arranging for
a volunteer to deliver books
or audio books to your home.
This service is free. Interested
or want more information?
Contact Jill or Lois on 01256
478670 ext 293032

x Driveways & Patios
x Walls
x Fencing
x Cleaning of existing drives
and patios
No job too small
Daily rates for labour only or supply
and fit

• Body Repairs
• Mechanical Repairs
• MoT Testing
• Free Estimates
• Servicing

Fully insured, local tradesman

Free, no obligation quote.
01256 474912
Or
07973 865359

Wade Road • Basingstoke
Telephone

464974 & 321450
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Popley Islands Community Group
If you live in any of the roads named after islands in east
Popley then you are part of the Popley Islands Community. For
some time now a group of us have been working with other east
Popley community groups towards drawing up a Community Plan which sets out a
vision for our community and outlines what needs to be done to achieve that vision.
All the residents in the area had the opportunity to contribute to the plan through a
survey carried out last year. The vision and the draft plan can be seen on the Popley
Islands notice board in Popley Fields Community Centre. We also have a Facebook
page (Popley Islands Community Group).
A few weeks ago we met with a range of stakeholders, agencies and service
providers to discuss how they could help deliver the plan and make the vision come
true. The response was terrific; schools, charities and statutory agencies are both
willing and able to work with us to make our community a more enjoyable, healthier
and safer place to live. The final plan will soon be published and you will be able to
see for yourself how you can benefit from the work being done and how you can get
involved. You can get in touch with us through the Facebook page or by leaving a
message for the Popley Islands Community Group at the Popley Fields Centre.
There is such a lot to look forward to if you live in Popley Islands.

Marnel and Merton Community Group
Would you like to be involved in decision making in your
community? Marnel and Merton Community Group was set up
in January 2011 to develop a community plan. As the result of
a range of different consultation events and a questionnaire that
went to every household on the estate, the community plan for
the area has now been published. Now we need your help to start thinking about how
we can put all your ideas into action! We are therefore holding a public meeting for
everyone living in the Marnel Park/Merton Rise area on Thursday 20th November,
7.30pm at Everest Community Academy Community room.
Before the meeting you will receive a copy of the community plan through the
post which will tell you all about what residents told us about how they would like to
see their community. There are loads of projects people can get involved with which
will help make Marnel Park and Merton Rise the place you want it to be. Read the plan
and come along on the 20th to see what you can do to help!
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MFC Popley Youth are delighted to announce that four new members have been elected
onto the Clubs Ruling Committee.
The composition of the Committee going forwards is as follows Ian Davies - Club Chairman & Club Secretary
Nicci Gambrell - Club Treasurer & Club Welfare Officer
Kerry Slade - Club Minutes Secretary
Zak Collingwood - Social Media & Communications Officer
Steve Halsey - Funding Officer
Dave Gambrell - Club Kit & Equipment Officer
Andrew Williams - Fixtures Secretary
Katie Collingwood - Club Social Events Organiser
The Club would like to take this opportunity to thank all committee members, past and present, for all the
time and hard work put into making MFC Popley Youth, FA Charter Standard Club of the Year 2014, one of
the (if not THE) best grass roots football clubs dedicated to coaching boys and girls of all ages in Hampshire.
Are you, or do you know someone, interested in coaching youth football?
If so, we are looking to recruit new volunteer coaches into MFC Popley Youth. Experience is not necessarily
required, as full training will be arranged by the club , but a passion for football and teaching children how
to play the game at grass roots level is a must.
Please contact the club by email at volunteer@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk or contact Ian Davies, on 07884
185693 for more details
We are always looking to get more parents involved actively with MFC Popley Youth, especially on match
days with refereeing (in particular our under 7s) and the set up of the pitches & Respect lines. So if you
are interested in helping out please make yourself known to either the Club Chairman Ian Davies or to the
manager of your particular age group.
Do you know a Year R or Year 1 child, boy or girl, who wants to get into football?
The Club is now recruiting for ‘All Stars Players’. If you would like your child to join, or if you have any
further questions, please contact Sophie Yadegar, All Stars Coach, on 07896 708 252 or by email: allstars@
mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
Contact the club Main website: www.mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
Club Chairman & Club Secretary:
Ian Davies
Mob: 07884 185693
Email: ian.davies.2010@live.co.uk
Club Treasurer & Club Welfare Officer:
Nicci Gambrell
Mob: 07990 520956
Email: mfcpopleyyouth@live.co.uk
Volunteer enquiries: volunteer@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
Allstars Recruitment: Allstars@mfcpopleyyouth.co.uk
You can also get regular updates from the club by following our twitter account, @MFC_PopleyYouth.
Also, each MFC Popley Youth age group has a dedicated page on Facebook.

Page 27

Thank you to everyone that has returned our community questionnaire.
Your input is helpful to us. If you have not had the chance to fill one in
please do so and return to the office, your views are important to us. Here
is a small selection of comments received so far:

How Does the New Inheritance and Trustees
Powers Act 2014 Affect You
We are always encouraging you to make a Will to be sure that your
assets pass to the people you want to receive them. So it is really
important you know about the new law that affects your estate if you
have not made a Will.
If you die without a Will then you die intestate and the distribution of your estate is governed
by very strict rules known as Intestacy Rules. This means that your estate may pass to
someone who you do not want to benefit and someone who is dependent upon you may be
left without anything.
On 1st October 2014 new law came into force changing the Intestacy Rules. If you die before
your spouse then they will take the first £250,000 and half of the balance of your estate. The
other half will then be divided between your children and held on trust until they reach 18.
If you do not have any children or descendants then the new rules provide for your spouse to
inherit all of your estate.
Whilst these new rules appear more generous towards the surviving spouse, they do not
consider other family members or friends whom you may have wanted to benefit. They also
may not provide sufficiently for your children, particularly if you marry a second time. In
these circumstances, depending on the value of the estate, your children may not benefit at all.
This new law also updates the meaning of “personal chattels” which are your personal effects
and belongings and under the new law would pass absolutely to the surviving spouse. Leaving
distribution of these items to the Intestacy Rules may mean that any family heirlooms or
sentimental items are not left to the family members or friends that you would wish.
To avoid your estate passing under these Intestacy Rules we would strongly advise you to
make a Will so you are in control of what happens to your assets on your death.
Leaving a Will also makes it easier for your family and friends to sort out your estate during a
difficult time. It also allows you to make important appointments such as Guardians for your
children and Executors of your Will.
If you would like professional advice on how
to secure the correct disposal of your estate
and ensure your last wishes are respected
and your chosen beneficiaries are looked
after then please do not hesitate to contact
one of the Phillips Solicitors Wills team: Zoë
McManus on 01256 854677, Jonathan Jacobs
on 01256 854638 or Sheila Glyn-Owen on
01256 854637.
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Nice meeting place, pleased the café has re-opened/How about an
afternoon group for over 55s with activities such as Zumba, yoga etcWe do run a café that is open to all ages on a Wednesday morning, and
is financed by MCA. We have had an over 55s club offering activities in
the past run by Age UK, but it closed due to lack of attendance. Please
register with the office, so we can gauge the interest in this sort of activities group including days
and times that would suit best.
The only toilet in Popley, a godsend/Door always locked can‛t go in to use the toiletThe main door is unlocked on weekdays between 8-11am, when the office is manned. It is kept shut (but
unlocked), so please use the round handle to gain access, no need to knock, just come on in. The toilet
is open for use at these times. When the office is closed and/or there is a private hire in the hall, it is
down to the discretion of the hirer to let the general public in to use the toilet or not.
Used as a church not community at large –
Melrose Community Association is a registered not for profit charity. We are here for the benefit of
the local community. Our main income is generated from hiring the hall for private use. Whilst we are
NOT a religious body or affiliated to one in any way, we do not discriminate when taking on private
hires. We do have three very different churches that hire the hall on a regular basis for worship,
youth club and community lunch club, but we also have five other regular private hires that are not
religious organizations.
I love your wild flower meadow, so nice to see something being put back for wildlife in an urban
environment The gardens outside are just weeds We have been looking after the community gardens outside the hall for 6 years now. In the past we
have been awarded many certificates as a part of Basingstoke in Bloom, and have had financial assistance
from B&DBC for the creation of the wild flower meadow. Unfortunately this last year we have lost all
our volunteer gardeners due to ill health. Two of our seven beds have suffered because of this. We
are actively seeking new garden volunteers and hope to be back to ‘in bloom‛ standards next year. So
if you have green fingers and would like to help please contact Vicki in the office.
Please ring Vicki Jackson on 01256 420676 for more information or e-mail us at Melrosehall@
btconnect.com

find us on facebook: Melrose hall.
What do you think of Melrose Community Hall? What could we be doing better
for you?
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
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Friendly Popley Based
Plumber & Tiler
BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS
WALL AND FLOOR TILING
DRIPPING TAPS AND OVERFLOWS
INSTALLATION OF W/MACHINES &
D/WASHERS
ALL PLUMBING AND TILING WELCOME

NO CALL OUT CHARGE
FREE ESTIMATES
RELIABLE AND COMPETITIVE
Call Paul
01256 350386 / 07776421958
p.k.g.plumbing@btinternet.com
www.plumberinbasingstoke.co.uk
Page 8

29, Oakridge Rd, Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 5SE



Heating & Plumbing
Telephone: 0751 624 5192 • happytails_grooming@hotmail.co.uk
www.happytailsgrooming.moonfruit.com



Happy Tails Grooming offer very competitive prices but maintain the level of
quality and service you would expect.



1st Response



'20(67,&29(1
&/($1,1*
%\WKH8.¶VODUJHVWRYHQ
FOHDQLQJFRPSDQ\

212273
FOR

PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY IN
SHERBORNE ST JOHN

Heating Installations
Boiler changes/upgrades
Servicing
Breakdowns
Landlord Safety Checks
Power Flushing

We offer high quality care in a happy secure and
stimulating environment
Term time only for children 2 years to school age
Open 5 mornings and 3 afternoons a week
Experience and qualified staff
Set in idyllic location with large outdoor area and a
playground
Ofsted report - Good

24 hour – 7 Days a Week

Nursery Grants available for 2 and 3 years old

CALL

Jamie Davenport
Tel No: 01256 398611
Mobile No: 07876 687422

For a prospectus call in or contact us
on 075 287 26248
Email: info@piccolopsn.com
www.piccolopsn.co.uk

Piccolo Pre-school Nursery, The Sports Pavilion, Vyne
Road, Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX

YOUR LOCAL
LOCKSMITH
Malcolm - 24/7 personal service

Call:01256 464778
Mobile:07557343492
1RQFDXVWLF
2YHQVKREVH[WUDFWRUVDQG
PLFURZDYHVFOHDQHG
)UHVKVROXWLRQVHYHU\WLPH



'RQ WIRUJHWZHFOHDQ%%4VWRR


ZZZRYHQFOHDQFRP

NO CALL OUT
CHARGES
FREE ESTIMATES
Locked out – Broken Key or Lock – Lost keys
Doors, Windows, Garages etc. + Hardware &
Accessories
Member of the UK LOCKSMITHS ASSOCIATION
Fully Insured – Fully Guaranteed & CRB Checked

Email: m-wallace@outlook.com
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Dear Friends
It may well be that by the time you read this the ashes of Bonfire Night will have cooled
and all the fireworks will have been set off, except maybe for that big one you’re saving for
New Year’s Eve! I remember Bonfire Night as a boy in Manchester as a time of wonderful
community. For weeks beforehand the boys in the neighbourhood would all be out every
spare moment gathering bits of wood (or anything else that would burn) and piling it onto
the bonfire in the field near where we lived. Competition for “penny for the guy” would
be fierce among the children as we scrabbled for the best pitch – usually outside the pub!

Various Stalls, Activities and Games

Local businesses stall hire
For more information contact: friendsofmerton@hotmail.co.uk
Lee-ann: 01256 324507

Children’s Tombola, Football Shootouts
Bottle Tombola and Raffle with fantastic prizes!!
Hot & cold drinks,

Santa’s Grotto!
Schools address: Romsey close, Popley 4, Basingstoke, Hants, RG24 9HB
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On Bonfire Night we’d rush home from school to get changed and gather around the
pile of wood and stuff. As it was lit and the flames reached hungrily into the cool of the
November evening air, fireworks of every colour shape and size would crackle and flare,
lighting the faces of adults and children alike with their bright, eerie colours. We’d share
‘hard as rock’ treacle toffee, toffee apples and potatoes baked to charcoal in the intense
heat at the edge of the bonfire. As the bonfire died down, we children would wander
home to bed and the grown ups would sit around the glowing red embers swapping tall
stories and drinking warm, flat beer! The next day the air would be thick with bonfire and
firework smoke and the lingering smell of expended gunpowder. For me Bonfire Night
conjures up very pleasant, powerful and evocative memories.
Community is a vital part of what it is to be human. I’m not talking just about the social
gatherings like Bonfire Night which are usually such great fun! It’s the sense of community
that takes pride in its surroundings, which cares for the vulnerable individual whether old
or young, rich or poor, which takes the time to smile, to greet, to look in on someone. In
fact it’s the community that God created us to be a part of, and to take part in! Unless we
all buy in to this idea of community it will never be as it should and that diminishes all of
us!
As a Christian I firmly believe that we at St Gabriel’s are called to be a people that reflect
the nature and character of Jesus to our community. Jesus was the Master of caring and
sharing, listening and talking with those among whom He lived and worked each day. I
hope that His example and desire today for true community is what forms the heart of our
vision for our church and for Popley. If this is what you are looking for in a community
we would love to welcome you any time you want to drop in.
I hope and pray that you have a funtastic and safe bonfire night, shared with family and
friends and one that in future years will evoke pleasant and powerful memories for you.
Yours in Christ
Arthur
Vicar, St Gabriel’s, Popley.
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Spencer & Peyton Ltd
Established 1961

3rd Generation
family owned
and run Funeral
Directors and
Monumental
Masons
24 Hours

Our family
serving your family
for over 50 years

Oven Looking Grubby?
Windows Lost Their Sparkle?

380 Worting Road
Basingstoke, RG22 5DZ

We Specialise In:

01256 323165
7 London Road
Hook, RG27 9DY

01256 761717
Trading Standards
approved
Pre-paid funeral plans
discussed without obligation

Oven Cleaning
Traditional Window Cleaning
Non caustic solutions used
100% Satisfaction Guarantee

01256 633683

www.squeekykleanovens.co.uk

spencerandpeyton@btconnect.com

352)(66,21$/)227&$5(,17+(
352)(66,21$/)227&$5(,17+(
&20)2572)<2852:1+20(
&20)2572)<2852:1+20(

M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE
Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke
RG24 9NP

^ĂƌĂŚ,ĂŵůŝŶ
D&,WD&,W
&ŽŽƚ,ĞĂůƚŚWƌĂĐƚŝƚŝŽŶĞƌ
&ŽƌĂŶĂƉƉŽŝŶƚŵĞŶƚĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ^ĂƌĂŚ,ĂŵůŝŶŽŶ
ϬϳϳϱϭϲϯϰϳϯϮ
ƐĂƌĂŚ͘ŚĂŵůŝŶΛďƚŝŶƚĞƌŶĞƚ͘ĐŽŵ

Servicing and Repairs to all makes and
models cars and light commercials
Pre-MOTs/MOTs arranged by appointment

clutches, brakes, shockers
free fit exhausts, timing belts
tuning, welding, diagnostics checks

y&ƵůůǇ/ŶƐƵƌĞĚy
yZŚĞĐŬĞĚy
y^ƚĞƌŝůĞƋƵŝƉŵĞŶƚ
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Your
Your
Your
Your
Your

full name
address
school or show them pictures of you in your school uniform
phone number
favourite places to go in your free time

Block

If anyone sends you a nasty message or says something that makes you feel
uncomfortable – make sure you let your parents or a trusted adult know straightaway.
Don’t open any pictures or attachments they have sent you.
Always block and delete e-mails from people you don’t know.
Report

If you see anything online that upsets you or if anyone asks to meet you, tell your parents
or a trusted adult straightaway. If you are worried or unhappy about anything you’ve
seen, don’t worry, you won’t be in trouble – just make sure your parents or a trusted adult
know so they can help.
If a friend you have made online asks to meet you in real life, tell your parents or a trusted
adult straightaway. You should never meet up with someone you have met online
without an adult as it could be dangerous. Tell your family about the Internet Watch
Foundation - www.iwf.org.uk where they can report horrible things.
Filter
Ask your family to install a filter on your PC. Filters will never be able to remove all nasty
things but they are a very good start to keeping you safe online.
Most adults with children choose to install filters but over the last three years this has
dropped to the point where almost 60% of children are using the internet without filters in
the home – so make sure you ask your parents to do this.
Remember

Motor vehicle specialist
3ZŽƵƚŝŶĞƚŽĞŶĂŝůĐƵƚƚŝŶŐ
3/ŶŐƌŽǁŶƚŽĞŶĂŝůƐ
3dŚŝĐŬĞŶĞĚƚŽĞŶĂŝůƐ
3ŽƌŶΘĂůůƵƐƌĞŵŽǀĂů
3&ƵŶŐĂů/ŶĨĞĐƚŝŽŶ
3ŝĂďĞƚŝĐĨŽŽƚĐĂƌĞΘĂĚǀŝĐĞ

Keep personal information private, don’t tell anyone…

Free delivery and collection service
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you
For a friendly and personal service call Mark on
Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650

Remember, don’t be scared – most people are friendly and very few of them are nasty –
but you can never be too sure, so it’s better to be safe than sorry.
Always remember, if in doubt, speak to your parents, a trusted adult or your teacher.

www.safernh.co.uk
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,ĞĂĚƋƵĂƌƚĞƌƐ͗
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ϬϳϳϵϬϬϭϴϭϳϭ

Spotlight on the Cub section this month …
The Pack completed all the requirements of the new Disability Awareness Badge in
September and October. They learnt a little of British Sign Language - how to sign
their name and ask somebody what their name is and how to understand Braille.
One of the Cubs spent the evening wearing ear defenders to dull the hearing and
get a ‘feel’ for what it might be like to have a hearing impairment. It also had the
effect of making the rest of the Pack more aware of the problems of living with a
hearing impediment.
Eleven Cubs joined 69
other Cubs for the annual
District Cub Camp held at
Downe Activity Centre, near
Biggin Hill. They had the
chance to try activities such
as crate stacking, air rifle
shooting, zip wire and archery, and a great time was had by
all. An additional highlight of the weekend for the Cub
Leader and GURXS SFRXW LHDGHU was having the site
“buzzed” by a Spitfire out of Biggin Hill Airport.
The Pack has also visited
Basingstoke Police Station.
They tried on some of the
police equipment, including
being handcuffed; sat in a
Police Car with the flashing
lights on and were shut up in the back of a police
van. The Police demonstrated how they breathalyse someone by breathalysing
one of the Sarents who was helping on the night.
New recruits welcome in all sections – contact the leaders listed above or http://
www.facebook.com/BasingstokeAirScouts
Base 2000 is available for use by any community group at special rates for both
‘one-off’ and regular bookings. Childrens’ parties and family gatherings welcomed.
Hiring rates range from £3.50 per hour for the smaller hall to up to £12 per hour for
the larger hall. Enquiries to bookings@base2000.co.uk or call Colin on 07796 772
500 / 01256 410559.
Charity number 267734
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Headquarters registration number 42755

Bulbtastic Merton!
What a fantastic first half term we have enjoyed. As I write this with one week to go until half term school
is busy getting ready for our annual Harvest Assembly and already the ‘C’ word has been discussed
with children designing Christmas Fards for their parents to buy in specially printed packs with all profits
going to Friends of Merton.
The weather has been kind to us for most of this term and the children have all enjoyed playing outside
(ven when it’s drizzling we try and get our children outside, wrapped up warm for a ‘run round’. When it
is wet, the children have ‘wet play’ this means they stay indoors and play with board games, colour,
complete puzzles and Sudoku, listen to audio books, use the lap-tops and L3ads and we put ‘zumba’
dance on in the hall.
Year 5 have been very busy gardening recently; they have been planting hundreds of bulbs along the side of
our lovely new path and near our new gate to Tintern Close. Many of the children had never planted bulbs
before and were intrigued they had to plant them at a certain depth and a certain way up. We are all looking
forward to a bright splash of colour to make us smile on those dark spring days. Well done <ear 5!

A huge THANK YOU to everyone who came along and supported our McMillian Coffee morning recently. We
raised over £190—a truly amazing total. Many parents (and others) who came in enjoyed completing the
maths puzzles and quizzes with the children.
This year Maths is a key focus for us, we are working hard on supporting our children to reach and exceed
the Government’s new National Curriculum expectations in all subjects, but especially in Maths. As a school,
we are proud that learning tables and key number skills have always been a large part of our Merton Maths
Curriculum so many of the new Maths curriculum elements we were already doing. We have introduced
‘Merton Maths Madness’ this year; this is an additional 15 minute mental strategies session to the hour of
maths the children already do. It is fun, quick and allows children to apply and practise what they have
learnt to different contexts e.g. time and money.
Parents of children who are to start Year 3 in 2015 are currently choosing their schools for next year and we
have held open afternoons for prospective parents and children to tour school and ask questions. We have
had many parents ‘pop in’ and see what we are like in ‘full flow!’ If you or someone you know didn’t get
a chance to look around you are welcome at any time 'rop in or call the office to make an appointment.
We have been lucky to enter Junior Rock Challenge again this year. Auditions were held for all year groups
with over 125 children wanting a chance to be part of the great event. The Rock Challenge Team
(Mrs Reading, Mrs Bridle, Miss Gregor and Miss Light) haG a really hard time choosing the final squad!
The final 47 started rehearsing 2 weeks ago. Portsmouth GuildKall here we come in March!
Earlier this term Miss Leather organised for a Performing Arts group to come into school and work with
<ear 4 and <ear 5. The children took part in workshop sessions creating a dance routine which they
shared at a whole school assembly. “It was amazing—I loved it” “I learnt new dance moves and we did it
together and I was so nervous to show the rest of the school but it was ok as I remembered all my steps”
“The workshop was brilliant, and I loved performing to the whole school” “I’ve never really done anything
like that before, I enjoyed the assembly but my tummy had butterflies”.

)ROORZDOORXUDGYHQWXUHVRQRXUZHEVLWHZZZPHUWRQMXQLRUVFKRROFRXN
0LVV+HOHQ3DOPHU+HDGWHDFKHU
W>^ZDDZdKZ/E'W,KdK'ZW,//t/d,zKht,Es/^/d/E'KhZ^,KK>
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Could you be a Champion?
Dealing with money can be difficult. So we’re looking for local
Money Matters Champions to help people in their community to find the
right savings, loans and money advice for them.
T HE A POLLO H OTEL B ASINGSTOKE
WEDDING EXPERIENCE

Wedding Open Morning
Saturday 31st January 2015, 10.30am-1pm

Wedding Fayre
Sunday 22nd February 2015, 11am-4pm
T: +44 (0) 1256 796700
F: +44 (0) 1256 796794
E: weddings@apollohotels.com
W: www.apollohotels.com

What you’ll be doing
You’ll signpost people to:
• Organisations that can help and give advice, such as Citizens
Advice and the Money Advice Service;
• Organisations that offer savings accounts, low cost banking and
loans, such as My Home Finance and Credit Unions;
• Crisis help, such as food banks, emergency financial help and
welfare funds; and
• Information on lower cost energy providers.
You’ll promote alternatives to pay day loans and doorstep lenders
by doing leaflet drops, putting up posters on noticeboards and talking
about the alternatives at local events or meetings.
And you’ll support people who are struggling to fill in application
forms or make appointments with services that can help.
You’ll need to have empathy with people in financial difficulties,
reasonable IT skills, numeracy and literacy (training can be offered) and
a friendly and approachable personality. You’ll also be flexible, organised
and good at record keeping, with an eye for detail.
So if you’re willing to learn, have excellent local knowledge and
good communication skills we want to hear from you.
We’ll cover your expenses for any costs incurred as part of the
role (including travel), as well as your babysitting, child minding or carer
costs (up to £6 per hour).
To get involved call us on 0800 195 5515, or 0300 666 5515 from
a mobile, or email beinvolved@sentinelha.org.uk.
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CHRISTMAS FAIR

Abbey Court Christmas %azaar

in association with the

Abbey &ourt
Christmas Bazaar

Table top sale lots

Saturday 29th November 10am – 4pm
Sherborne St John Village Hall

of good quality
things for sale

Raffle & Tombola
£1.00 Adult entrance fee to include one coffee/tea or soft drink

Wonderful stalls, gifts for all

NSPCC – gifts and cards, Books, Pottery, Scarves, Jewellery, Handbags, Vintage &
Fabric giftware, Personalised Creations, Deopatch & Stained glassware, Aromatherapy
toiletries, Exclusive Children’s clothes and much, much more.

Amazing prizes in our sealed bid auction: Spa day for 2 at Hampshire Court

Hotel, Golf for 4 at Test Valley Golf Course,3 course meal for 4 at the Holiday Inn
DQG Tickets for 2 at Newbury race. Unique and beautiful raffle prizes from our
stallholders.

Guaranteed win

on our Angel tree. Pay £10 for a prize worth £20 or

more.

Kiddies enjoy Sarah’s traditional sweets & candies, try the Lucky Dip, have your
face painted by Karen, buy a book.

Pamper yourself: have a massage or your nails painted by Cayleigh from

SimplyRevive.

Eats & Drinks: Lunchtime soup courtesy of The Swan, our local 17th
century traditional pub.

Tea

Tea, Coffee &
Table 7op 6ale and Christmas Bazaar.
Free entry.

Cakes will be on
sale

There will be Wable tops such as Fards, MewelOHry,
Kome crafted Xmas decorations, Falendars of the
history of Basingstoke, Phoenix greeting cards and
stationHry, Forever /iving products, Iace painting
Dnd many others.
We will also have some fun games to play. All are
welcome, Please come and join us and have a bit of fun
and help raise money so we can arrange some
entertainment for the residents. I’m afraid they have a
no smoking at all on the premises but we do have a
smoking area.

ABBEY COURT
Popley way, Basingstoke,
Hants RG24 9DX
01256 814376
07538612408
22nd November.
2.30 – 5.00 pm

Teas, coffees, soft drinks and cakes. Mulled wine and Christmas nibbles.
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PHIL DELLA-SAVINA

CARPETS &
FLOORINGS
All types of carpet and flooring supplied & expertly fitted

IPS hair
Styling for the whole family
Award winning and experienced stylist. Available to
style your hair in the comfort of your own home
or at my home-based salon.

by your local Popley based carpet fitter.

£5

25 Years experience.

x CARPETS
x VINYLS
x KARNDEAN

CALL PHIL ON

Reliable and Competitive.

07712085522 / 01256462212

PHIL DELLA-SAVINA CARPETS

OFF

Cut & Blow Dry

x REAL WOODS
Free Estimates.

November at the Basingstoke Discovery Centre

£27.50
Only

£22.50

With this voucher

Phone Ian on: 0790 9577 199
01256 412598
www.ipshair.co.uk

Qualified Plumber & Property
Maintenance Services
Based in Popley

Reliable and friendly local electrician.
All types of electrical work undertaken.
x
x
x
x
x

Additional lights/sockets
Complete re-wires
Fuseboard changes
Outside lights
Fault finding
Free estimates
20 years experience

Call Mark on 07948 527231
Page 14

Bathroom & Kitchen refits
Plumbing & Heating
Certified Gas & Electric Works
Plastering, Painting & Decorating
Carpentry
Fencing
HANDYMAN SERVICES/SMALL
JOBS WELCOME
No call out charge
Free Estimates
Call Mickey
Tel No: 07888 828 542
Email: mickeyfish@hotmail.com

To book a place, you can order online from https://www.hants.gov.uk/shop/home.php, or visit Basingstoke
Discovery Centre in Festival Place, or call 01256 478670. Advance booking is strongly recommended.
To find out more about Basingstoke Discovery Centre and Hampshire Libraries visit www.hants.gov.uk/
bsdc
http://www3.hants.gov.uk/library/bsdc.htm
https://twitter.com/BasingstokeDC
https://www.facebook.com/BasingstokeDC
Papercraft Workshop
Thursday 13th November
1 – 3pm
£15
Everything you need for the holiday celebrations. In this Christmas Papercraft workshop with Pauline
Barnfather you will make a 3D decoration, table favours for four (including chocolates) and a box card. All materials
for these projects will be provided.
Craft Fair
Saturday 15th November
10am – 3pm
FREE ENTRY
Meet a range of local craft-makers and find individual, original items to make a refreshing alternative to the
high street shops for your gift buying
If you’re an artist / maker interested in holding a stall at the fair, get in touch with us via email: Basingstoke.
discovery.centre@hants.gov.uk or phone: 01256 478670
The U-Boat Story
Thursday 20th November
2 pm
£3
German U-boat submarines were designed for rapid attack and sunk 14.1 million tons of British and allied merchant
shipping. Using rare illustrations of U-boats in action, Alan Gallop will take the audience below deck to learn how
crews coped for up to four months at a time in damp, cramped, humid and stinking conditions.
Family Scrabble Coaching
Saturday 22nd November
11am – 1pm
FREE drop-in
With Basingstoke Scrabble Club, Find out how to score maximum points with just 2 letters and other useful
tips from members of the Basingstoke Scrabble Club. Children and young adults are welcome together with their
families for this fun workshop
The Last Summer & the Great War
Tuesday 25th November
2 pm
£3
Judith Kinghorn has long been fascinated by the Edwardian period and the social and political changes
wrought by the First World War. Her bestselling début novel, ‘The Last Summer’, starts in a country house near
Guildford in the summer of 1914. Her second novel, ‘The Memory of Lost Senses’, set in Hampshire - her home
county, was selected as Lovereading UK’s book of the month in June 2013.
Lawless-Crime Author Jessie Keane
Saturday 29th November
10:30 am
£3
It is 1975 and Ruby Darke is struggling to deal with the brutal murder of her lover, Michael Ward. As her
children, Daisy and Kit, battle their own demons, her retail empire starts to crumble...Only the lawless will survive . . .
Come and hear what inspires Jessie Keane to write chilling crime fiction, her research and storylines.
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St Gabriel’s Church

Saturday
6th December
From 1pm
Fun Activities for all the family Games
Kiddy Crafts Santa’s Grotto
Tombola Grand Raffle win £150!
Café Sweets Chutneys & Marmalades
Carol Singing and all things Christmas!
Page 18
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For more information visit www.hantsfire.gov.uk.

x
x
x

x
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x

x
x

If you would like to receive our monthly newsletter by e-mail please contact CommunitySafetyTeam@communitysafetynh.org
www.safernh.co.uk
www.twitter.com/safernorthhants

Following a number of recent incidents, we would
like to remind motorists that they should not park
their vehicles on the pavement. Although this is usually done
with the intention to keep the highway clear, it can force
pedestrians to walk onto the road - a particular concern for the
elderly, wheelchair users and parents with pushchairs and young
children. While a common sense approach is used by officers, if
a vehicle is reported to 101 and the officer deems it to be an
obstruction, you may receive a fine. You can download our new
vehicle nuisance leaflet from www.safernh.co.uk.

Parking on the pavement

There are many ways to get involved, from school resources
and lesson plans to taking part in a school writing competition,
bake-sale or non-uniform day to raise funds. For more
information please visit www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk.

Light sparklers one at a time and wear gloves.
Dispose of sparklers in a bucket of water as soon as
they are finished.
Never give sparklers to a child under five-years-old.
Only buy fireworks marked BS 7114.
Keep fireworks in a closed box or tin. Use them one at
a time, replacing the lid immediately.
Follow the instructions on each firework, using a torch
or hand lamp. Never use a naked flame.
Light fireworks at arm's length using a taper.
Do not drink alcohol if setting off fireworks.
Stand well back.
Never go back to a lit firework, even if it hasn't gone off
- it could still explode.
Never throw fireworks.
Keep pets indoors.
Why not visit an organised fireworks display in your
area?

Major events such as Guy Fawkes
Night, Diwali, New Year’s Eve and
Chinese New Year are approaching
in the coming months. Please
remember the fireworks code:

Firework safety

For more information and for a list of approved businesses visit
www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk.

The scheme provides consumers with a list of local businesses
which have given their commitment to trading fairly. Every
business listed has undergone a series of detailed checks before
being approved as a member of the scheme.

This year, the school community is being asked to take
action to stop the bullying of all children and young people x
including disabled children, after research has shown they are
x
significantly more likely to experience bullying in schools and the
wider community.
x

Calling all schools in
North Hampshire! Antibullying Week returns this
month. Running from the
17 - 21 November, the
event, organised by the Anti-bullying Alliance, is a week where
children and young people, schools, parents and carers come
together with one aim: to stop bullying for all.

Anti-bullying Week

People can report untaxed and suspected abandoned
vehicles to the local authorities customer services team.
However, before you do this, we would recommend visiting
www.vehicleenquiry.service.gov.uk where information on the
tax and MOT status of any vehicle can be checked. You may
also find www.fixmystreet.com useful.

In response to concerns about 'rogue
traders' which are often highlighted in the
media, a partnership of Local Authority
Trading Standards Services have taken a
ground-breaking step by putting together
the Buy With Confidence Scheme.

As has been widely publicised, the
paper road tax disc has ceased being issued as
of 1 October 2014. You no longer need to display tax disc in
your vehicle. Motorists are now able to pay by direct debit,
making it more affordable for many. The option of six month
and twelve month payments also remains. Your local authority
continues to liaise with the DVLA and deal with untaxed and
abandoned vehicles on public land in the same way.

The Buy With Confidence Scheme is an approved register of
businesses, which have been thoroughly vetted and approved
by Trading Standards to ensure that they operate in a legal,
honest and fair way.

Buy With Confidence

Road tax information

November 2014

