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Message from the Editor:-

Does anyone know how you
reverse a disastrous time when all seems against you? Within the last few
days I have had a leak in the kitchen, the curtain and track in the front room
broke, I burnt the dinner, got hit by a car where the driver wasn’t looking
in Morrisons car park and later even broke my walking stick. Look for the
silver lining, they say. Well thanks to son Paul who: fixed a new curtain rail;
replaced the faulty pipe under the sink; pulled me away from the reversing
car so all I suffered was bruising and shock (it could have been much worse);
Editor
Jane Frankum bought me a new walking stick, cooked me a meal and washed up. It made
me appreciate how fortunate I am to have someone around to support me. I
wonder how people cope on their own.
David Wilson Homes seem determined to build another 450 units in the open fields in Popley,
more about it on page 1 opposite. With February comes Valentines Day. Do you know the origin
of where it came from? I didn’t but Viv Washbourne has researched and found out, see what she
wrote on page 10. If you are planning a wedding then page 28 will give you the opportunity to win
£15,000 grant from Festival Place. If the long dark nights leave you feeling a bit down why not
go to the Scouts Gang Show, details of cost and where to book are on page 4. I am told it is a fun
show and good to see so many young people having a good time and entertaining us with the show.
We still desperately need more people to deliver especially in the new
housing. It is voluntary and could take up an hour a month and you will be
helping the community to keep informed in and around Popley.
Finally we need a volunteer to take on the Treasurer’s role. Tricia has moved
out of the area so is having to give it up. In the meantime she will carry on
and help anyone that may take on the position.
If you want to write an article, advertise, or be a volunteer for Popley
Matters, contact Jane Frankum on 819924 or Iris King 411113, via email
Sub Editor
editor@popleymatters.org.uk, or write to Popley Matters Group, 405 Abbey
Paul Frankum
Road, Basingstoke RG24 9EL.
The views in this publication are not necessarily the views of the Editorial Team, the members of the
committee, or Popley Forum/Matters.
Editorial Team:– Editor Jane Frankum; Sub–Editor Paul Frankum; Chair Terry Jones; Distribution Iris King; Treasurer
Patricia Gentry; Committee Members Kate Lomas; and Proof Reader Lorraine Beaney
Distribution Team;- Linda Austen; Jenny Bailey; Penny Barris; Amanda Bellany; Sheila Brandes; George Cousins; Elaine
Dennis; Ginny Devon; Tessa Hollingshead; Stuart Humphries; Peter Johnson; Terry Jones; Colin Karslake; Simon Leadbetter;
Anne Marke; Jennifer Martin; Jo Micallef; Vera Mitchell; Glenys Nunn; Shelly Phelps; Doreen Phillips; Cathy Smith; Christine
Taylor; Nigel Taylor; Keith Theobald; Carol Walker; Viv Washbourne; and Carole Whetton.
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Kiln Farm Fields
I have received an email from the company dealing with David Wilson Homes to say that
they have presented the application to Basingstoke and Deane Planning Department with a
planning application for 450 more units on the fields by the side of Jersey and Guernsey and
behind the new Marnel Park development. As we go to print the application still has to be
officially registered and assigned to a planning officer to deal with. It will then be given an
official number and the official consultation will begin. We will be asking for a public meeting
where residents can see the plans for the outline, and one later when the more detailed
application of the content on the site to give residents the chance to see what they think about
the plan when they can see what David Wilson Homes propose.
This site is on the border but is actually in the ward of Sherborne St John but the impact is
mainly to Popley and stretches to all parts of Popley affecting the roads, schools and health
services. I feel we have taken just about enough of the house building for this borough. Its too
big an area, too many units and we need to be able to breathe some good clean countryside
air.
I am not against development if it’s the right type of housing like some bungalows for the
elderly or disabled, and starter homes to give our younger residents a chance to get on the
first ladder of owning their own homes, or social housing for families who are in overcrowded
conditions, but we do not need 450 more in the open countryside and green fields that our
residents enjoy with walking, taking their dogs for walks or, in the case of the Boys Brigade,
doing a sponsored cycle ride around the outside of the field to get money to buy expensive
equipment that otherwise they would not be able to afford, like Kayaks.
On these fields we can enjoy the peaceful quiet of the countryside and even watch the deer
and skylarks. I have been told there is the last small family of badgers there too. There are
rare butterflies and other species so why shouldn’t our children enjoy all the enchantment of
the open countryside?
At the end of the day it is about the council having to achieve the Government’s house building
numbers over the next five/six years, but if you look at all the sites proposed they don’t need
to build on this site. People keep asking me why aren’t we building on the other side of the
town on Manydown if we have to build to order? We the taxpayer paid ten million pounds to
buy this land to build good quality housing on, and it was taken out of the list. If we started
to build on this land or more out
in the villages we would not need
to see this cramming on the north
side of Basingstoke. Young couples
have said they want to stay in their
villages but there are not enough
affordable houses there so they are
forced to move to the urban area.
If you are against building 450
more units on this Kiln Farm Fields
site, you can write into the planning
department at Civic Offices
London Road, Basingstoke RG21
4AH or email cllr.jane.frankum@
basingstoke.gov.uk or contact any
of your Popley Councillors. Cllr
Jane Frankum
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JONATHAN
WILLIAMS
Independent Funeral Directors
• Family run Funeral Directors with
traditional high standards
• Providing a caring dedicated and
professional service 24 hours a day,
365 days year
• Private and peaceful Chapel of Rest
• Our Family caring
for your family

BLOSSOM DAY NURSERY
AT ROOKSDOWN COMMUNITY CENTRE

CHILDREN FROM AGES 3
MONTHS TO 5 YEARS
OPEN
MONDAY TO
FRIDAY
7:30am – 6.00pm
51 WEEKS OF THE YEAR
www.blossomdaynursery.com
Tay – 07739 329518
Mel – 07876 751662
nursery@blossomdaynursery.com

35-41 Essex Road
Basingstoke RG21 7TB

01256 817603
(24hrs)

elite

electrical services
part p approved,
covering all electrical aspects and free
quotations,
friendly and local service.
No job too big or small.

call John on

07557919622
01183484786
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OPENING JANUARY 2012

Why pay more for
products and
services in
and around
Basingstoke
when you can
get them

CUT PRICE!

There is a new deals website in Basingstoke

where everything is
reduced by at least
Check us out at www.cutpricebasingstoke.co.uk
Contact us on cutpricebasingstoke@email.com

B.A.S
Plumbing Services
All property maintenance
Kitchens
Bathrooms
Decorating
Electrics
Gardening
Un-Vented Cylinders
Free Quotes

Call Nick
07500242173
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Basingstoke Gang Show
The 2012 Basingstoke Gang Show cast has been
rehearsing for what promises to be another dazzling
array of electrifying entertainment.
From The Carpenters to Queen, Westlife to Motorhead
or Wicked to Fiddler on the Roof, there is something
for everyone to enjoy in a show that is highly entertaining which has a reputation
of being the leading Gang Show in the UK. So raise your voices and lose
control while we take you on a musical voyage over the rainbow and beyond!
Book your tickets now and enjoy the highly talented cast made up of Basingstoke
Scouts and Guides who are performing the 20th Basingstoke Gang Show at the
Haymarket in February 2012.
The cast is made up of 70 Scouts and Guides aged between 8 years and 24 years
old who have been rehearsing for 5 months and more than 230 hours to give
you this spectacular show!
So if you’re looking for an evening of fun, music, laughter and dance come
and see the Basingstoke Gang Show who will take you on a diverse journey of
variety.
The show runs from Thursday 9th February to Saturday 18th February 2012
with matinees on both Saturdays. Evening performances commence at 7.15pm,
Saturday matinees at 2.15pm.
Adult tickets are £14.00 and children’s are £10.00 (concessions available).
Book now by contacting Anvil Arts Box Office 01256 844244 Fax 01256
366900 Email box.office@anvilarts.org.uk
Take a look at the Basingstoke Gang Show website
www.basingstokegangshow.co.uk
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Need to hire a hall
Oakridge West
Community Centre

Boiler Installation and Servicing
Bathroom Installation
Landlord Safety Certiﬁcates
Energy Efﬁciency Updating
All Plumbing Requirements
Please see website for affordable
boiler installation offers!

For a FREE
no obligation
quote please call:-
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01189 813 494 or
07967 164 835
E-mail: customerservices@sentraal.co.uk
511697

Hands of Light Healing Group
Are you suffering from the
winter blues or feeling a bit down
after Christmas? Is the winter weather
increasing your aches and pains?
Maybe we can help you.
We are a group of 8 healers
who offer contact or near body healing, we offer
individual healing on Wednesday evenings from
8pm until 9pm at the Spotlight Centre, Shakespeare
Road, Popley (please note the new venue).
We have male and female trained
Approved Healers available; we do not charge for
healing but welcome donations which are used to
help us pay the rent of the room we hire. There is
no need to book just come along and try healing for
yourself.
We welcome visitors who wish to watch
healing in progress, ask questions or receive
healing.
Home visits are sometimes available
in certain circumstances, please telephone for
information or email as below.
Email valjo128@virginmedia.com
Tel. 07583131015

Licensed for 125 guests
Bar & kitchen facilities available
Ideal for all occasions
Ample parking for all
Recently redecorated
Cut out this advert & claim a £25 discount
(No photocopies)

Call Mick 07989161315

Vintage Allsorts
All sorts of furniture and items
for sale, mainly vintage
Unit 10
Folly Farm,
(On A339)

Ramsdell
Basingstoke
RG26 5RJ
Open every Monday from
10am to 3pm
Other times by appointment
Ring Caroline on 07881596236
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After a successful Christmas Party Popley Little People are
back in full swing.
With new additions joining us all the time and many regulars
returning time after time we are a friendly group offering
a variety of toys and healthy snacks. Why not come along to
our bright and cheerful hall and try us out? Whether you·re
a mum, dad, grandparent, childminder, or carer you·ll be most
welcome with your Àrst week free.
WHATS ON:
MONDAY:

9.30-11.30am
7.30-10.00pm
4.00-9.00pm
9.30am-2.30pm
9.30-11.00am

Friendly Café
Peregrinus Healing and Holistic
AG Dance Academy
Pebbles Children·s Centre
Popley Little People, Baby
and Toddler group
9.00-10.45am
Quit Smoking Clinic
12-2pm
Oasis Lunch club
5.30 and 7.30pm Slimming World
9.30-11.30am
Friendly Café
5.30-8.00pm
Street Dancing
10.00-11.30am
Pebbles Children·s Centre
6.30-7.45pm
MCF Youth Club - age 5 to 10 years
8.00- 9.15pm
age 11 plus.
9.00-12.30am
MG Dance Academy
MCF - Contact Pastor Phillip Keble on 462351 for times of services.

TUESDAY:
WEDNESDAY:

THURSDAY:
FRIDAY:
SATURDAY:
SUNDAY:

Melrose Community Hall is available to hire for birthdays, wedding
receptions, and conferences. Please Ring Vicki Jackson on 01256 420676
for more information or e-mail us at Melrosehall@btconnect.com
Also Ànd us on facebook: Melrose hall.

Join us for our 29th Annual Swimathon at the Sports Centre,
Festival Place, Basingstoke on Saturday 3rd March 2012 from
5:30pm.
Raise money for your chosen charity and also help Basingstoke
Lions to support your local community. Individual or team entries,
open to people of all ages and abilities.
To find out more phone 01256 850254 or email:
swimathon@basingstokelions.org.uk
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Councillors Page: The Àght to get the hospital loop and a bus service returned to

the former service especially for after 9pm goes on. I have had such a strong support from
across the borough as it affects so many people, from staff getting to and from work from
the hospital that used the bus number 5, and night time workers in and around town.This is
a large vibrant town but with people having transport issues the evening trade in town has
been described as a ghost town. To date 23 businesses have sign the questionnaire to say it
has had a bad effect on their trade and staff recruitment. That is incredible and I fail to see
how Stagecoach can say the services do not pay when they made £153 million in proÀts
last year in the UK alone! There are petitions at Fastfare Shop and the Pharmacy in Abbey
Road and all the community centres.They are also in St Gabriels Church and if you want to
contact me the details are below. I have also brought up my objection to the increase in taxi
fares being put up at the beginning of the journey so that residents nearest to town would
have the biggest impact with minimum fares going from £4.20p to £4.80p. I do realise that
fuel and expenses have gone up but I believe it should be an inÁation rise across all journeys
and not a 17% rise to our residents. To contact me, phone 819924, mobile 07974098131,
email jane.frankum@hants.gov.uk or write to 405 Abbey Road, Popley, Basingstoke RG24 9EL

Popley West:

At the request of
Sherborne St John Parish Council and after
consultation, Marnel Park, Merton Rise and
Oxford Way will no longer be a part of the
parish. In effect the 830 new homes will remain
as part of Popley West, the impact is that the
residents will not pay the precept and added
pound a month used to pay off the village hall.
The village will now consist of 541 instead of
1,371.
Kiln Farm, the site that David Wilson Homes
want to build 450 dwellings on, is within the
Sherborne St John ward, but the major impact
will be on Popley as it is behind the new
development and to the side of Jersey and
Guernsey Closes. I met with council officers
and two residents who came to represent the
views of the vast majority of residents. I am
sad to say it looks at this stage that the officers
are keen to meet their housing number targets.
We are opposed to building there as Popley
has got enough to deal with already with the
Merton Rise 784 dwellings to start later this
year and a possible 40 starter homes on the
Fire Authority land by Popley Fields. We know
we need homes for our young families but feel
that other areas both urban and rural should
take a share of building. As soon as we hear
any more news we will let you know.

Popley East:

This week I attended
the first meeting regarding the creation of a new
residents association for the islands. The new
residents association would be tasked with creating
a community plan for the area. The community plan
is a vision for the community developed by everyone
in the community. It would set out short term goals
and long term aspirations. The group would also be
a good social forum and provide an opportunity for
residents to come together. It’s your chance to have
your say on what happens in your area. If you would
like to be involved then please contact me.
In other news, I was pleased to see that the council
have begun building 23 new car parking spaces in
Falkland Road. Although getting these new spaces
is only a drop in the ocean in terms of how many new
car parking spaces are needed across the ward, it is
a positive step in the right direction and something I
have been campaigning on since I was elected.

At the end of last month I met with council officers
regarding the future of Chineham House. The
building has been out of use for some time now and
the council are considering the options for what to do
with it in the future. Chineham House is a beautiful
and valued landmark in the area and I certainly
do not want to see it sold off. I have informed the
council that the community must be consulted about
possible future uses and that I want it used for the
good of the local community. I will keep you informed
of developments on this matter.
If you would like to contact me then please do not
hesitate to do so, by phone on 07834818489 or by
email cllr.Shelley.phelps@Basingstoke.gov.uk
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North Hampshire
Services
Gas, Plumbing, Electrical
x
x
x
x
x
x
x

Natural Gas & LPG
Installation & Boiler Replacement
Breakdown / Service
Landlords Safety Certificates
Power Flushing
Central Heating & Radiators
Hot Water Cylinder Replacements

Covering Basingstoke, Reading, Tadley, Newbury,
Andover and the surrounding areas
Call to arrange your servicing/breakdown appointment
or for us to come to give you a free quotation on a
replacement or new installation

01256 474434
0118 948 7033
Our Engineers are fully qualified and Gas Safe Registered

Gas Safe Registration – 505755

CLOTHING
ALTERATIONS
Ladies, Gents and
Childrens
Tailoring
Zip replacements
Alterations to size
For a fitting call Elsa

D
DW
WL
Plasstering, Deecoratting and
a B
Buildiing
Soolutioons
Tel:
T 077545 863851
8
1
Based in Basinngstoke, Hampshir
H
re, DWL is a small busineess providing a
mercial seectors.
friendlly, reliablee, quality service to domestic and comm
Workiing to a higgh qualityy standard,, services include:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Re-skiims
Dot & Dab
Dry Liining
Covinng
Boardding
Patchiing
Pebblee Dashing and Reendering
Artex covered

Before

Aftter

01256 411677
Mobile 07836552461
15 Dartmouth Walk, South Ham RG22 6QU
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Call Darren
D
todday on 077545 8633851 for free Estiimates.

Phone: 01256 414494

Charity Reg No: 1052133

Fax: 01256 418529

popleyfields@hotmail.com

Valentine’s Family Night:
We are holding a Valentines Night on Saturday 11th February 2012.
7.00-11.00pm with a licensed bar, food and music. Tickets cost £4.00 an adult and £2.00 a
child. under 3s free.

60’s-70’s Family Night:
A date for you to put in your diary is Saturday 24th March 7.00-11.30pm.
Dress to impress and dance the night away to your favourite tunes.
Licensed bar and food. Tickets: £4.00 adult and £2.00 child.

Youth Club for 11-17 year olds:
This takes place on Monday nights from 7.00 - 9.00pm
Come along to chill and relax with your friends.

Slimming World:
Slimming world is at Popley Fields every Wednesday morning at 9.30am
For more information contact Hazel on 07796158098.

Zumba
This takes place on Thursday 7.30 - 8.30pm in the Large Hall

Silverwings Line Dancing:
Wednesday evenings 7.45 - 9.45pm
This class is for all those people that can line dance. Come along and give it a try.

New Testament Church of God – Coffee Morning for over 50’s:
This popular get together is held here on Thursday mornings from 10.30am - 12.30pm. Come
along with your old friends and make some new ones.

Dynamics:
Baton twirling takes place on Thursday evenings 5.00 - 7.00pm.

Knitability Knitting Club:
Are you a machine Knitter or would you like to learn (hand knitters also welcome)?
This group meets on the 1st and 3rd Friday each month 10.00am -12.00pm.
For more information please contact the secretary on 01256 772083.
Popley Fields Community Centre is also available for hire for conferences, meetings, private
parties, weddings and under 12’s children’s parties all at very reasonable rates. Call now for
more information on any of the above or to find out more about any of the other activities
which happen at the Centre every week.

Tel: 01256 414494 or email popleyfields@hotmail.com
Page 9

Hello Folks,
I hope you are all prepared for the cold weather to come. I note many
shops are now selling rock salt and snow shovels. Last year the shops
ran out in town!
On 12th January, the Popley Safer Neighbourhoods Panel met to vote
on the three new core priorities. They are:- 1) Arson in Popley 2) ASB
in Sark Way and Tortuga Walk 3) Drug misuse in Pitcairn Close.
There have been a number of arsons in Popley in recent months and
the team have been working with various agencies to end this. PC
Chris Brindley has arrested a suspect, and the suspect has been bailed for further enquiries. The
second priority is in Sark Way and Tortuga Walk. Residents had reported ASB and criminal
damage in this area. Sentinel Housing also raised the area for more patrols. The drugs misuse
issues in Pitcairn Close have continued. The local team know who is involved, it is just a case of
catching the people in the act and working with the partner agencies to keep everyone in the loop.
If you live in Marnel Park you may be aware of the new community group: The "Marnel &
Merton Community Group". The PSNP have now formed a good bond with the group, and are
exchanging information on a regular basis.
On the 11th of January, I attended a meeting with the group behind the Popley Fields Community
Centre. It is evident that there are some great residents in the group, passionate about keeping
people safe, and improving the community. On 16th January I was invited to another more
informal meeting with cakes! You can now find the group on twitter and Facebook. There is also
a website being updated with relevant content.
If you follow the PSNP on twitter, or read my regular blogs, you may be aware of several
issues in Marnel Park in relation to ASB. On-going work is being conducted to resolve the
issues including issuing one youth with an ABC (Acceptable Behaviour Contract) and robust
intervention work for others.
Last year was probably my busiest, and the best year I can remember. I made over 60 arrests,
mostly drug related. I also attended many community events and have engaged with hundreds
of residents. We are really trying hard to find ways to communicate with the whole community.
We regularly contribute to the Popley Matters, update twitter, complete a daily blog, attend
community events/coffee mornings, liaise with the schools and get involved in community
projects. If you would like your local team to attend an event or community based project then
get in touch. I for one love community work, and cake!
To find out more about the PSNP and our team use your smart phone to scan the QR code below.
You can also access our website by typing the following into a web browser: http://psnp.zapd.net/
Stay safe
Regards
PC Dan Carter and the PSNP
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Popley Explorers Pre-School
Charity number 1142904
Bermuda Community Hall, Bermuda Close, Popley,
Basingstoke, Hants

Established OFSTED registered Pre-school
with an excellent reputation
Opening times 8.30am – 3.00pm Monday – Friday, Government funded grants for 3 years and over for
15 hours a week.
£4.00 per hour, £2.00 per half hour for under 3s (min 2 hours per week).
We work within the EYFS guidelines to make your children’s time with us as beneficial to them as
possible.
We believe in child-lead learning where the children decide what activities they do including messy
play, outdoor play, singing, dancing, story time, walks (weather permitting) and lots more.
We have a summer trip each year and several celebration parties.
Popley Explorers is run by an excellent group of staff with years of experience between them
lead by our Group Manager, Sharon Burton, and our Group Deputy Manager Elaine Gibbons and Lorraine
Perry. The staff team are supported by a strong parent committee who are dedicated to helping with the
smooth running of the group and fundraising.
You are very welcome to arrange a visit to come and see our facilities and meet the staff,
everyone is welcome.
Contact: Ask for either Sharon or Elaine on 01256 363156
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ARE YOU CURRENTLY GOING THROUGH DIVORCE OR SEPARATED?
DIVORCE RECOVERY WORKSHOP can help …… DRW is a six session course
which helps divorced or separated people to come to terms with a relationship that has
irretrievably broken down.
It is run and facilitated, not by professionals but by those of us who have experienced the
breakdown of a marriage or relationship and who have benefited from the support both
during and following the workshop.
The workshop can enable people to have a better understanding of what they are going
through, provide them with support from others in the same situation and assist in the
process of adjustment in their lives. We offer a secure environment for discussion and
understanding of feelings. A new circle of friends is often made during the workshop and
afterwards in the social events.
The DRW is a registered non profit making organization, registration number 1041178
The Workshops run twice a year, generally April & October. We run in various
locations in the south.
Our next Workshop will start on 20th March 2012 in Basingstoke.
For further information telephone: - MARY 01256 334022
Or visit our website www.drw.org.uk

Marie Curie Cancer Care Daffodil Day
Happy New Year and thank you very much for your generosity last
year! Despite the difficult economic climate we raised £1,000.29 at Chineham
Shopping Centre.
Marie Curie Cancer Care provide nursing for seriously ill people with
cancer in the comfort of their own homes. The
major fundraising event of the year is the Daffodil
Day which is the 3 March this year. If you can spare
an hour or more to help please call 023 8026 3123.
Thank you.
www.mariecurie.org.uk
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Pancreatic Cancer UK
I was given a diagnosis of Pancreatic Cancer in June 2009, and
was told then that I had 3 months or up to a year to live. This prognosis
is common on diagnosis of Pancreatic Cancer, and many of you will
know of folk who have had this diagnosis and who did not live very
long afterwards. The five-year survival rate is about 3%. As you may
know I am one of the lucky ones with a less severe form of cancer and
with an operation and state of the art treatment I have now a much better
prognosis and indeed after 2 years I am still here and putting on weight.
However I am well aware that for most of those who are diagnosed
with Pancreatic Cancer the outlook is bleak and the charity Pancreatic
Cancer UK is working hard to improve their situation, and we are planning
a walk around Old Basing to raise funds for them.
We would like to invite you to raise money for Pancreatic Cancer
UK in a sponsored walk around Old Basing. We propose to hold a
sponsored walk around the village, based on the Basing Trail, on Sunday
March 4th 2012, starting at about 12pm from the Millstone Pub. The
walk is about 2 miles (1½ km). It could be muddy; dogs on leads are
welcome.
Please let me know if you would like to join in this walk. I have
a supply of sponsor forms available and can email them out if you would
like one. My email address is tgray91278@aol.com . You can also call
me on 465821 and I will get one to you.
A diagnosis of Pancreatic Cancer is cruel and usually life
limiting. Pancreatic Cancer UK will put any money we can raise to
good use. Information about them will be found on their website www.
pancreaticcancer.org.uk
Liz Gray Tel. 465821
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Have a look at our exciting new programmes for 2012!
First Monday of the month 10-10:45am
From walking age – 5 years
Remaining Mondays of the month 10-11am
From 6months – 5 years
Exercise and dance classes that are aimed at parents/carers and their
children. Both programmes are run at Popley Fields Community Centre, Carpenters
Down, RG24 9AE and are £1.50 per family. Drop in and join in the fun!

February Half Term at Pebbles
Monday 13th – Friday 17th
Hop along to Pebbles this half term and join us doing fun activities themed around the
book
Monday: Story & Craft 10-11:30am at Pebbles
Tuesday: Stretch N Grow 1:30-2:30pm at Melrose Hall, Abbey Road, RG24 9ES
Wednesday: Family Learning Day at Octopus Children’s Centre
Thursday: Meet the animals & get messy 1:30-3pm at Pebbles
Friday: Drop in at Pebbles for coffee, play and fun
Numbers are limited so please book your space through Pebbles as soon as possible!
Family Learning Day
Octopus and Pebbles will be holding a Family Learning Day on Wednesday 15th
February. It will take place at Octopus Children’s Centre in Oakridge Hall for All,
Forsythia Walk, RG21 5RG.
There will be LOTS of fun family activities taking place and we would
love to see you there with your children. Numbers are limited so please
book your space through Octopus on 01256 818 514.
If you haven’t registered with Pebbles Children’s Centre yet – come along and get to
know us. I am sure you and your under five year old children will have a great time.
If you don’t know where we are or what’s on just ring 01256 357028 or e-mail
pebbles.cc@hants.gov.uk or visit our website at www.3.hants.gov.uk/pebbles-cc
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Your nearest florist is

Your Country Florist
Award Winning Florist
Traditional and contemporary
flowers for every
occasion.
Visit our website
for inspiration!
Helen Cooper – Senior Florist and Shop
Manager
Luan Squire – Senior Florist and Corporate
Billing

1 Reading Road, Chineham,
Basingstoke RG24 8LN
Tel/Fax: 01256 840222
Ample Car Parking
Visit our website

www.yourcountryflorist.co.uk

Angela M Rabess
SAC Dip FHPT, SAC Dip FHPP, MRFHP
Registered Foot Health Practitioner

Corns, calluses, toe nail cutting,
athlete’s foot, fungal nail and
verruca treatments

K. J. SERVICES
Any Household Maintenance
• Decorating
• Plumbing
• Carpentry
• Flooring
• Gardening
• Bricklaying
• Kitchens and bathrooms Fitted
Free estimates

01256 364872
07944 027980
(IYPSSPHU[OLHKZ[HY[
MVY`V\YJOPSKJHYL
)LMVYL`V\THRL[OH[PTWVY[HU[KLJPZPVUJVTL
HSVUNHUK[HSR[VV\YL_WLY[Z[HMMHIV\[OV^^L
JHUTLL[[OLPUKP]PK\HSULLKZVM`V\HUK`V\Y
JOPSK
6\YU\YZLY`PZJHYLM\SS`KLZPNULK[VLUZ\YL^L
VMMLY[OLILZ[WVZZPISLLU]PYVUTLU[MVYJOPSKYLU
MYVT^LLRZ[V`LHYZ

All in the comfort of
your own home.
From £24 for 30
minute appointment.
For more details please call:
07939-211003

IHI`[VKKSLYWYLZJOVVS
;VHYYHUNLH]PZP[JHSS!
1\Z[3LHYUPUN;OL*YLZJLU[
(SKLYTHZ[VU9VHK
)HZPUNZ[VRL9. 51
^^^Q\Z[SLHYUPUNJV\R

1\Z[3LHYUPUN
5\YZLYPLZ
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%DVLQJVWRNH$LU6FRXW*URXS
ZZZEDVHFRXN
+HDGTXDUWHUV%DVH&DUSHQWHUV'RZQ5*$(
*URXS6FRXW/HDGHU&ROLQ.DUVODNH
%HDYHUV(YH$OH[DQGHU
&XEV(ODLQH'HYHQSRUW
6FRXWV$QG\:HOKDP-RQHV



6HFWLRQDO SURJUDPPHV DUH EHJLQQLQJ WR SLFN XS VWHDP DIWHU WKH EUHDN ZLWK
%HDYHUV DUH ORRNLQJ IRUZDUG WR WKH DQQXDO 'LVWULFW %HDYHU 6FRXW 1HZ <HDU
3DUW\ DV , ZULWH  , KRSH WKH\ KDYH D ZRQGHUIXO WLPH  6HYHUDO QHZ %HDYHU
UHFUXLWVMRLQHGWKH&RORQ\LQ-DQXDU\$WHDPRI&XEVKRSHWRWDNHSDUWLQWKH
'LVWULFW 0DVWHUPLQG FRPSHWLWLRQ DW WKH HQG RI -DQXDU\ DQG WKH 6L[DVLGH
)RRWEDOOHDUO\LQ0DUFK:HZLVKWKHPZHOOLQERWKHYHQWV
'RXJODV*RZDQ ·%DORR· $VVLVWDQW&XE6FRXW/HDGHU
ZLWKWKH&XE6HFWLRQKDVEHHQDZDUGHGD0HGDORI
0HULWE\WKH6FRXW$VVRFLDWLRQ7KHDZDUGLVJLYHQ
LQ UHFRJQLWLRQ RI RXWVWDQGLQJ VHUYLFH WR WKH
PRYHPHQW RYHU D QXPEHU RI \HDUV DQG ZLOO EH
SUHVHQWHG LQ WKH 0D\RUV· 3DUORXU ODWHU WKLV PRQWK
'RXJODV KDV EHHQ ZLWK WKH SDFN IRU RYHU  \HDUV
DQG SULRU WR WKDW JDYH  \HDUV RI VHUYLFH WR
6FRXWLQJLQ1HZ=HDODQG
4XHHQ·V 'LDPRQG -XELOHH EDGJHV KDYH EHHQ
SUHVHQWHG WR DOO PHPEHUV DQG FDQ EH ZRUQ RQ
XQLIRUPXQWLOWKHHQGRI6SHFLDOHYHQWVDUH
DWWKHSODQQLQJVWDJHDQGZLOOLQFOXGHDMRLQW*XLGH
DQG 6FRXW &HOHEUDWLRQ DQG KRSHIXOO\ D ¶EHDFRQ
OLJKWLQJ· GXULQJ WKH 'LDPRQG -XELOHH EDQN KROLGD\
ZHHNHQG
7KH*URXSLVDOZD\VKDSS\WRZHOFRPHQHZPHPEHUV$OOVHFWLRQVRSHQWRERWK
ER\VDQGJLUOV%HDYHUV DJHGó DQG&XEV DJHGñ PHHWRQ7XHVGD\V
6FRXW VHFWLRQ DJHG ñ  RQ )ULGD\  &RQWDFW VHFWLRQ OHDGHUV DV DERYH IRU
WLPHV([SORUHUVHFWLRQIRUWKRVHDJHG²FRQWDFW*URXS6FRXW/HDGHU
(QTXLULHVIRUERRNLQJVDW%DVHFDQEHPDGHWRERRNLQJV#EDVHFRXN
RUWHOHSKRQH&ROLQRQ+LUHFKDUJHVUDQJHIURP SHUKRXU
IRUWKHVPDOOHUKDOORQZHHNGD\VWR IRUODUJHKDOODWZHHNHQGV



&KDULW\QXPEHU+4UHJLVWUDWLRQQXPEHU
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Cornerstone Nursery News
Cornerstone Miss Muffets in Popley Way – 01256 840300
The children in our pre school room have enjoyed drawing pictures
of their favourite present from Santa, which are now displayed in
their room. They have also enjoyed playing in their free flow area
with the water trays with a range of items added, the children have
extended their learning in the communication language and literacy
area by building with Mobilo and discussing what they were doing. We took photos of these to add in to
the children's learning journeys.
In our 2-3 room the children have enjoyed getting very messy and getting the adults messy too with
cornflour in their tactile tray with lots of different things added. They have also been concentrating on
counting using dominos. With lots of the children showing a keen interest in books their planning has also
involved their favourite stories and songs. The children have also been doing lots of role play and carrying
out scenes from their favourite stories.
In our 0-2 unit the children have enjoyed a wide range of sensory activities involving lots of water and
bubbles, and in our 1-2 room the staff have changed a corner of the room into a beautiful sensory area
with fairy lights and lots of different pouches containing items that sound/smell/feel different to enhance
the senses.
Cornerstone Nursery in Priestley Road – 01256 818118
January was quite a busy month for us with lots of new families joining the Nursery. We would like to
welcome you all!
On 9th January we opened Crickets for the 3rd year running as the other 2 pre-school rooms were getting
very full, all the older children of the nursery have moved over to this room and are having a great time
exploring their new environment and getting to know each other.
We also took part in a charity event for Momentums Brain Injury where we all came to nursery in our
pyjamas for the day and raised a good sum of money.
We now have a fantastic library system. Staff, children and parents can borrow books and follow on from
their interests by taking these home with them at the weekend. We also have home learning bags allowing
children and parents to take part in similar nursery activities at home if they wish to.
Cornerstone Sunrise at Aldworth Science College – 01256 356166
In our main room we have been looking at winter and we have made some winter displays including a
pink snowman!! The children decided he should be pink as he drank strawberry milkshake! The children
also made some lovely white pictures with toothpaste and black paper. The children have been singing
“Here we go round the Mulberry Bush”, getting dressed in hats, scarves and gloves and learning the words
to the song.
The babies have been filling and emptying containers and practicing their balancing skills in the garden
and indoors. The children have been singing “Twinkle Twinkle Little Star” and have really done well
getting the hang of the actions. They have enjoyed reading Peek a Boo Baby which makes them laugh.
They love the mirror at the end where they can see their own face.
All 3 nurseries have celebrated Chinese New Year, tasting Chinese food, having Chinese meals and
making Chinese Dragons out of recyclable materials.
All settings currently have spaces in all age groups but spaces are limited so please contact the manager
at your preferred setting.
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1st Response

Heating & Plumbing

212273
FOR

PRE-SCHOOL NURSERY IN
SHERBORNE ST JOHN

xHeating Installations
xBoiler changes/upgrades
xServicing
xBreakdowns
xLandlord Safety Checks
xPower Flushing

We offer high quality care in a happy, secure
and stimulating environment
Term time only for children 2 ½ years to school age
Open 5 mornings and 2 afternoons a week
Educational structure – Experience and qualified staff
Set in idyllic location with large outdoor area
and a playground

24 hour – 7 Days a Week

For a prospectus call in or contact us
on 075 287 26248
Email: info@piccolopsn.com
www.piccolopsn.co.uk

CALL

Jamie Davenport
Tel No: 01256 398611
Mobile No: 07876 687422

Good Ofsted report - Nursery Grants available

Piccolo Pre-school Nursery, The Sports Pavilion, Vyne
Road, Sherborne St John, Basingstoke RG24 9HX
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Home Visits a 07746 700 760
jcbarbers@live.co.uk
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Dear Friends
WHAT is this life if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare?
(WH Davies – Leisure)
I’ve been pretty poorly for the past six weeks having contracted adult chicken pox (apparently
I didn’t have them as a child!). As the illness forced me to rest up from all the busyness of my
ministry, one of the positive things was having the time to reflect on the above words from
WH Davies poem ‘Leisure’!
I am, I believe, a busy person, rushing here and there from one meeting to the next, meeting
with people and dealing with situations in so many and varied guises. But do I really need
to be? As I reflected on my own life I began also to look at the lives of those around me – in
my family, my church, my community. What I found is that by and large we are all very busy
people. Is this true for you? If it is, let me invite you to pause for five minutes because it
seems as though so few of us have so little quality time just ‘to stand and stare’.
What is that compels us to spend so much of our time in a rush? Even the retired people I
know seem very busy – some busier that when they were in full time employment! Have you
ever been on a train and tried to enjoy the scenery as it flashed by? Have you ever wanted to
get off the train and go back to look at something?
“Faster than fairies, faster than witches,
Bridges and houses, hedges and ditches;
And charging along like troops in a battle
All through the meadows the horses and cattle:
All of the sights of the hill and the plain
Fly as thick as driving rain;
And ever again, in the wink of an eye,
Painted stations whistle by.”
Robert Louis Stevenson.
We cannot stop our lives, get off and go back to look at something we missed – that whistled
by in the wink of an eye. That time will never come again and we may miss something that
touches deep within our hearts. So we need to make time to stand and stare, to appreciate all
that is around us, all that God has gifted to us. This was the conclusion of my reflections and,
I hope, the determination to effect some change in my life pattern that will allow me the space
to do that.
Jesus said “I have come that they may have life, and life in all its abundance” (John 10 verse
10). I pray that 2012 will bring times when you too can just “stand and stare”
With every blessing
Arthur
Vicar, St Gabriel’s.
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BERMUDA COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
REGISTERED CHARITY No 1112068

40-44 BERMUDA CLOSE
TELEPHONE
BASINGSTOKE HANTS
OFFICE: 01256 363156
RG24 9PE
HALL: 01256 308442
We have excellent Popley Explorers pre-school here Monday to Friday 8.30am - 3.00pm Also
available- Breakfast and Lunch Clubs (for further details contact Elaine on 363156)
Monday evening C.M.A Keep Fit & Kick Boxing from 6:30- 8.00pm
Tuesday evening Community Bingo doors open at 7.00pm, eyes down at 8.00pm.
Finish around 9.45pm (light refreshments available halftime)
Wednesday evening C.M.A Kick Boxing from 7.00-8.30pm
Thursday eveningStreet Dance and ballet classes for two and a half years to adult.
4.30-6.30pm Please contact Samantha Pike on 07811299484
School term time.
Friday eveningFriday Club (children) 5.00-6.30pm
The hall is also available to hire for parties etc. at very reasonable rates.
For details ring 01256-363156.
We are having a table top sale on the 10th March 12-3pm.
Bric-a-brac, tombola, book stall, hire a table for £5.
Refreshments available. Ring 01256 363156 to book a table.
Our next prize bingo is on the 30th March, details in the next issue of Popley Matters.
Hello everyone
I hope you have all recovered from the excesses of Christmas and are
starting the new year with a spring in your step! We have had our first
committee meeting in January and agreed the date for our first Annual General
Meeting. This will be held at Base 2000 ( Air Scouts building ) behind Popley
Fields Community Centre on Wednesday 15th February at 7.30pm. Anyone
who lives in Marnel Park, Orchard Grove and Merton Rise is very welcome
to come along and join us and find out more about our plans for the year.
We were fortunate to have PC Dan Carter attend our January meeting. He gave us some
really useful information about reporting incidence of Anti Social Behaviour (ASB) and reinforced
that we must all report any incidence of ASB via the 101 (non emergency) police number. It is only
through reporting of incidence via 101 that an incident is officially recorded and as the reported
incidents grow in number Police will then be able to use this as evidence to bid for additional
resources. This will in turn enable them to provide a higher level of service around the hot spots in
the area which will lead to a reduction in ASB. However it is our responsibility as residents to report
any incident witnessed through the 101 number.
There have also been a number of burglaries and recent incidence of arson in the area.
People are being advised to keep their wheelie bins in a secure area (i.e. locked back garden or
secure bin store. There is currently a spate of "vamoose" crimes in Basingstoke - this is where
thieves steal car keys and then your car. Do not leave your car or front door keys in view of people
outside your home or in your door locks - thieves can easily put wires through letter boxes and
hook keys out! The basic message is that everyone needs to be vigilant around the security of their
homes.
See you at the Annual General Meeting on 15th February!
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Friendly Popley Based
Plumber & Tiler
BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS
WALL AND FLOOR TILING
DRIPPING TAPS AND OVERFLOWS
INSTALLATION OF W/MACHINES &
D/WASHERS
ALL PLUMBING AND TILING WELCOME

NO CALL OUT CHARGE
FREE ESTIMATES
RELIABLE AND COMPETITIVE
Call Paul
01256 350386 / 07776421958
p.k.g.plumbing@btinternet.com

M H AUTOS
SERVICE CENTRE
Unit 11 Vickers Business Centre
Priestly Road, Basingstoke
RG24 9NP

PC Martin Computer Services
We offer the following services for
our home user and small business
customers






xIT Consultancy
xComputer and laptop repair
xHardware and software repair
xIT equipment & Supplies with
free local delivery.

You can be assured of high quality yet low
cost services with a fixed hourly rate of
only £25.00 per hour and no call out fee
Tel: 01256 322590
Mobile: 07903 645 674
services@fixyourcomp.co.uk
www.fixyourcomp.co.uk

PETER’S

Fish & Chips and Chinese Food to Take Away
35 Madeira Close, Popley Islands, Basingstoke

Tel. 01256-328740

Servicing & Repairs to all makes & models

Cars & light Commercials
Pre-Mots/Mots arranged by appointment
Clutches, Brakes, Shockers
Free Fit Exhausts, Timing Belts
Tuning, Welding, Diagnostics Checks

OPENING Hours
Monday 5.00-11.00pm
Tuesday to Saturday 12-2.00pm
5.00-11.00pm
Sundays & Bank Holiday Mondays Closed
All prices include VAT

Motor vehicle specialist

Telephone orders welcome
Important Customer Notice Kindly inform us
Free delivery & collection service
Of any food allergies prior to ordering your meal
Mobile & workshop facilities to suit you
Some of our food may contain ingredients
produced from GM Soya and/or Maize
Menu’s Available
For a friendly & personal service call Mark on

Tel: 01256 467707 Mobile: 07879 638650

http://www.popleymatters.co.uk/Adverts/Peters.pdf
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Make Me It Said is an independent gift shop and craft workshop
situated in the heart of the Chineham Shopping Centre, Basingstoke.
We are a vibrant and friendly shop that aims to bring our customers
tempting interior accessories, gifts and local crafts, all at sensible prices.
We pride ourselves on offering a fantastic and unusual array of products
for the home and gifts for all (including yourself…). You will find a wide
range of products that regularly changes throughout the year to reflect the
seasons, and trends as well as some amazing new finds that we couldn’t
resist. Have a look at what’s new.
Our gift shop stocks a combination of locally designed and crafted
items alongside those from further afield. We are proud to seek out the
best products from the lovely creative people of Basingstoke and North
Hampshire, ensuring that you can find the ideal contemporary, charming or
classic item in store.
Alongside the delightful things and locally crafted products, a
variety of kits are available - you can try new crafty activities or rediscover
long forgotten talents. We will be running craft workshops from the shop,
so you can learn a new skill and perhaps even unleash your inner creative
genius.
Follow us at www.facebook.com/makemeitsaid for all the latest news.
http://makemeitsaid.co.uk/
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DIARIES FROM THE OLD CODGER.
Well as we get stuck into the New Year, I feel our world is
not going to get better as people have to pull in their belts.
Many years ago I can remember my grandfather saying just that. He
was a great forager and grew practically all his veg in his garden. We
had an old air raid shelter. He covered the top of it with cabbages,
leaks, parsnips and all down one side of the garden veg sprang up
each year. Many people nowadays want nice lawns and have no interest in growing their
own veg. They could save so much money even old buckets can be used to grow spuds,
strawberries and raspberries as they do not take up much room. But it is so much easier
to go to the supermarkets to buy your veg, no messing around. Do you know what veg
grew in or where it came from I wonder? Not a lot of families have the time to tend their
veg patches if they want to try and grow things. My grandchildren love to have their own
little patch in the garden at home and tend their patch with pride, telling me all the things
they are growing, A flower bed can also be used and still have your flowers growing
alongside the vegetables.
As you know I was in hospital last year, but what I have not said is “Can I cope at
home?” The answer is it is very hard, not only to me but Her Indoors. Yes, you get offered
help but it comes at a cost. I am waiting, I hope, to get a special wheelchair so I can go out
with the family. They are coming today as I sit and write this. However I expect as usual
it will end up us having to buy one. If you go via means testing it is a mine field. I need
my bathroom re-done so we can have a wet room. We went via the testing only to be told
we can pay for it ourself. What a waste of time! They want people to be looked after in
the community rather than a burden on our over stretched hospitals. Yet at the same time
to get this kind of help seems to me we are not wanted in society. Means testing I agree
with to an extent but there should be a line drawn. Disabled and senior citizens should get
the help they need without the worry of finding money to do this.
Well, the wheelchair people have come to see me and I am to get a chair so I can
get out of the house. Great news but I may need to use taxis. It depends on what they can
find. Most of the tilt in space or reclining chairs are difficult to fold, but they are going to
try and find one that is suitable for me and also suitable for Her Indoors to get into a car.
I have a chauffeur in Her Indoors. That’s fine as long as I keep my eyes closed!
As usual I will still keep putting up a fight. I will not give in to this affliction that I and
many others have. This is what a stroke can do and the limitations of what lays ahead of
you in life. Still, I always say some poor person can be a lot
worse off than me and some may never get out and about, but
I am determined not to give up. I hope any person in the same
boat remembers that we come up to obstacles in life like this
and they should not stand in your way.
Till next month
The Old Codger
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Young’s
Chinese Food
to take away
Unit 2
Carpenters Down
(Off Popley Way)
Popley, Basingstoke

Telephone Orders

841540
Opening Times
Sunday
5:00pm - 10:30pm
Monday To Saturday
12pm - 2pm & 5pm - 10:30pm

Accountancy
For
Small Businesses

xBusiness Accounts & Tax
xSelf Assessment Returns
xBookkeeping, VAT & Payroll
xFees fixed in advance
xMeetings at home or work

Call Steve Rayner on
01256 799707 or see

www.taxassist.co.uk/basingstoke

Tuesday Closed

SUE’S DRIVING SCHOOL
Tel: 01256 470483 Mobile: 07790 686749
WWW.SUESDRIVINGSCHOOL.COM
Electric Power Steering
Electric Mirrors & Windows
FREE
Dual Controls
THEORY
Air Conditioning
TUITION
Fully Adjustable Seats for
GIVEN
Comfort

Hampshire County Council
Approved Pass Plus Driving Instructor Save £75
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E-mail: sue@suesdrivingschool.com


PhillipsLegalCorner
WhyshouldyoumakeaWill?

‘MakingaWillissomethingmanypeopleput
offdoing,yetwespendourlivesbuildingup
our wealth – buying properties, investing in
shares,workinghard,savingforthefuture.Whydon’twemakeprovisionforwhenwedie?’
asksSheilaGlynͲOwen,solicitorspecialisinginWillsandProbate.‘Well,noͲonelikesthinking
aboutdyingbutmakingaWillcertainlydoesnothastendeathandtheverybestreasonfor
makingoneisthatitwillleavenodoubtastoyourwishes.Butifyoudiewithoutmakinga
Will,theGovernmentdecideswhoinheritsyourestate–notyou!’

ShouldYOUmakeaWill?Yes,ofcourse,it’stheonlywaytomakesurethatyourwishesare
carried out, so do make a Will if you’ve experienced any lifeͲchanges such as getting
married,owningaproperty,movinginwithapartner,havingababy,separating,divorcing
or marrying again.  Don’t assume, if you are in a marriage or civil partnership, that your
moneyandassetswillautomaticallypasstoyoursurvivingpartnerwhenyoudie–it’smuch
morecomplicatedthanthatandcoupleslivingtogetherhavenoautomaticrightsatall.

SohowdoyougoaboutwritingyourWill?Youcanpreparea‘doͲitͲyourself’Willbutifyou
getitwrong,yourbeneficiariescouldbeinforalotofdelaysanddifficulties,nottomention
potentially costly legal battles.  If your affairs are at all complicated it’s better to use a
solicitorwhocanguideyouthroughtheprocessandraisemattersyoumightnothaveeven
thoughtͲifyouhavechildrentherewillbeissuesofguardianshipandtrusteestosortout
andyouneedyourinstructionstobeclear.Thereareotherthingstoconsidertoo,likeyour
choiceofexecutors,whoshouldbenefitunderyourWill,anypreferencesforyourfuneral
andofcoursethebestwaystomitigateinheritancetaxliabilityandprotectyourassets.

‘Ifyouwantyourwishesinterpretedcorrectly,’saysSheila‘callmeandI’llhelpyoudraftthe
very best Will for your circumstances.  If you already have a Will and your circumstances
change,makesureyouupdateit.Weseelotsofunhappyrelativesofpeoplewhoprepared
a DIY Will but whose instructions are unworkable, resulting in further distress.  Make a
resolutionnowtomakeaWillandputyouraffairsinorder.’

Call Sheila GlynͲOwen or Ben Holden on 01256 460830, we’ll be pleased to help.
www.phillipsͲlaw.co.uk
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Sherborne St John Parish Council
Merton Rise and Marnel Park. The Parish Council has been
advised that the meeting of full BDBC Council on 15th December resolved
that the Popley Fields ward including Merton Rise and Marnel Park areas
of the Parish will split from Sherborne St John on the 1st April 2012. BDBC
legal section is in the process of completing the ofÀcial order; when this is
signed we will receive formal notiÀcation. This will reduce the number
of dwellings in the Parish from 1,371 to 541.
Elm Road verge repairs. Due to increased volume of trafÀc along Elm
Road from the Village to Elm Bottom the verges have disintegrated
and potholes are beginning to appear. Hampshire Highways will
make temporary repairs shortly and include this stretch of road in their
Resilience Program for re-surfacing later this year. Any potential winter
road problems should be reported to Hampshire Highways.
Marnel Park. Construction on the existing site is now complete. David
Wilson Homes is pursuing planning permission for further housing as
an extension to Marnel Park, although no formal application has yet
been made. We are endeavouring to safeguard the rural nature of the
remaining open land between the Village and Marnel Park.
Lych Gate to the Cemetery. The project to construct the new Lych Gate
to the New Cemetery has been almost completed. I’m sure that you will
all agree this is an improvement to the New Cemetery and surroundings.
Neighbourhood Watch. The local neighbourhood watch committee is
always on the look-out for new volunteers to Àll in the gaps in our ‘crime
awareness’ coverage of the village. Please contact the Clerk who will
pass this to the local co-ordinator Ted Wilkinson.
New Parish Clerk. We are delighted to announce that Mandy Haworth
has accepted the position of Parish Clerk. Mandy and Clover will work
together during the hand-over period up to late March. We thank Clover
Morgan for her fantastic efforts over the last seven years and for her
success in keeping all the Councillors in order. We wish her all success
in her future endeavours.
Website. Please remember www.ssj.hampshire.org.uk
Jonathan Eales, Councillor, SSJ Parish Council
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AGENCY WORKERS NEW RIGHTS
Currently, all agency workers have certain rights including the right
x to be paid the minimum wage
x not to have unlawful deductions made from their wages
x to be paid equal pay for equal work
x not to be discriminated against because of age, disability, gender
reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity,
race, religion or belief, sex, or sexual orientation
x to work in a workplace which meets health and safety requirements
x to have a limit on the hours of their working week (with some
exceptions), right to rest breaks and limit on night working hours.
x

In addition to the rights in the list above, under the Agency Workers
Regulations which came into force on 1 October 2011 in England certain
agency workers have the following rights:x from the first day of an assignment an agency worker has the right of
access to facilities such as a canteen and childcare facilities. They also
have the right to information about job vacancies
x after working 12 weeks in the same job for the same end user, they
have the right to equal treatment in relation to certain pay and other
basic working conditions
x after working 12 weeks in the same job for the same end user,
pregnant agency workers have additional rights.
x

These rights are not retrospective and for agency workers who started an
assignment before 1 October 2011, the 12- week qualifying period will not
start to run until 1 October 2011. This means that the earliest an agency
worker will be entitled to equal treatment is 24 December 2011 in England.
Need further information or Help?
Basingstoke Citizens Advice Bureau, (located within Basingstoke Discovery
Centre) can help you with queries you have on budgeting, benefits and debt,
relationships, immigration, employment issues, and consumer rights. We
operate a drop-in service 10am-3.30pm Monday to Friday (except Thursday)
and Saturday mornings 10am-12pm.
The Advice Line telephone number is 0844 245 1283.
Or you can drop in to our outreach services at these times:
CAB Outreach Popley – one Tuesday morning per month 10am-1pm at the
Bermuda Practice, Shakespeare House Health Centre, Shakespeare Road,
Popley
CAB Outreach Buckskin – one Monday morning per month 10am-1pm at The
Ridgeway Centre, off Buckskin Lane
CAB Outreach South Ham – one Thursday afternoon per month 10am-1pm at
Westside Community Centre, Paddock Road.
Online help from Citizens Advice can be found at www.adviceguide.org.uk
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Your Wedding Wishes Granted by Festival Place…
It’s the day a girl dreams of her whole life; better than chocolate, better than
handbags, better–even–than George Clooney. Her wedding day is the most important
dream of all. However, it can also be the most expensive too.
There’s good news for brides–to–be this Spring. Festival Place is coming to the
rescue. Hampshire’s leading shopping destination is offering local brides–to–be the
chance to win their dream wedding worth £15,000.
Stars of The Only Way is Essex, Arg and Lydia, launch the campaign on Saturday 11
February in the heart of Festival Place. Stylist Ellie will host the TOWIE favourites
and popular musician, Fil Straughan will be there to get the crowds excited and let
the competition begin!
If you’re dying to get married but haven’t booked it yet, you’re in luck. Festival
Place retailers and The Hampshire Court Hotel are teaming up to give one lucky
winner all the wedding essentials including a ceremony, a reception for 50 guests a
fantastic destination honeymoon, bridal hair and makeup, suits, rings, dresses, cake
and lots more .
Theresa Chapman, Events Manager at Festival Place, told us more about the
competition. “Planning a wedding can be overwhelming even at the best of times.
We’ve been there for hundreds of brides over the years, as the shopping destination
where they can tick all off their to-do list.
“2012 is going to be a big year, and we’re so happy to make it the best year for one
lucky couple. Of course, it’s also a Leap Year, so if you’re not a bride-to-be yet, why
not make the first move?”
50 finalists will be chosen from all entrants to join us at a champagne reception in
Festival Place on 29 April where the winner will be picked at random and announced.
Budding brides can swap wedding stories and enjoy live entertainment. As part of the
campaign, Festival Place and The Hampshire Court Hotel will hold a Wedding Fair.
More details will be released in coming weeks so keep an eye on the Festival Place
website www.festivalplace.co.uk, on twitter and facebook.
Businesses confirmed to date are Martins Renault, Shear Beauty, Pandora, Slaters
Menswear, Coal Grill & Bar, Bhs, Phase Eight, Debenhams, Paperchase, Virgin
Holidays, Lush, Wickham Vineyard. The ceremony and reception will take place at
The Hampshire Court Hotel, Basingstoke.
Details may be subject to change.
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Taking pride in your
neighbourhood.
Sentinel Housing Association owns and manages 1,199 homes in Popley. We’re
committed to working with you to help keep your neighbourhood clean, safe
and looking good.
We’ve trained an army of resident inspectors who are hitting the streets in a
bid to keep our neighbourhoods up to scratch. This gives residents the power
to help set the standard for their neighbourhood and make sure it’s kept up.
The volunteer inspectors will rank the standard of grounds maintenance,
the cleanliness of communal areas and note anything that needs repairing or
upgrading.
Once the inspectors report back to us, our team of caretakers will blitz any
areas that don’t measure up. They’ll remove dumped rubbish, sweep stairwells,
clear away cobwebs, check the communal lighting and make sure all signs are
in place and undamaged. Any small repairs such as fixing the odd fence panel
or securing a hand rail will be done there and then, while bigger repairs will be
scheduled for Sentinel’s repairs contractor.
This fresh approach sets out our commitment to your area so you can see what
standard of service to expect from us. We take pride in the neighbourhoods we
manage and want you to feel you can do the same, who better to point out what
needs improving than the people who live there.
If you’re a Sentinel customer and interested in training as a resident inspector
call our Customer Service Centre on 0800 195 5515 and ask for Richard Pilbeam
or email richard.pilbeam@sentinelha.org.uk
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MFC Popley Youth, the area's local football club,
continues to thrive both on and off the pitch.
At Under 7s, Manager Andy Williams has
assembled an impressive squad which is proving a
force to be reckoned with whoever they meet. And
at Under 8s, Manager Alec Matthews' boys are also
doing well, though they are always on the look out
for more players.
At Under 9s, Lee Austen's boys are fourth of nine
in the Peter Houseman Youth League Elite Green Division and in their most
recent match beat arch rivals Winklebury Wizards 1-0 in a PHYL League Cup
tie. And Tom Bartlett's lads are also doing well but having no luck. Their 1-0
defeat at Oakley (who they beat 2-1 at home despite being a player short) being
typical of their season.
At Under 10s (where new players are also sought) Russell Graves's and
Glenn Taylor's lads are having a good season, winning four league games, the
latest a 3-2 win at home to Wherwell.
At Under 11s, Manager Danny Oates has worked miracles in adversity.
despite losing no fewer than six (including two academy standard players) of the
squad which won and finished runner up in the Elite Divisions the last seasons,
Danny has managed to get three wins of the team and they look like avoiding
relegation and staying in that top division next season. Quite an achievement.
In their latest game, with defensive midfielder Felix Davies bravely standing in
in goal at the last minute in horribly cold and muddy conditions, they won 7-5
at Woolton Hill Argyle to all but guarantee themselves a place in the top flight
again next term. Goals win games and, up the other end, Manager's son Cole
Oates was again in form, notching four goals.
At Under 12s, Manager Paul O'Shea's squad are having a fab season,
having won six league games to put them fourth in the table, their latest win
being a 4-2 home win over Andover Youth.
At Under 13s Dave Wright's boys are also in awesome form, lying
second of 11 in the table after a 3-1 home victory over Loddon Sports.
At at Under 15s, Danny Oates's and Chris Gordon's lads have won six
games, and though eighth of 11 have games in hand.
Off the pitch, preparations are well under way for the May weekend
football tournament up on Popley Fields. Anyone who wants to lend a hand or
get involved should contact Club Chairman Ian Davies on 07885 185 693.
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Valentine’s Day
When we think about Valentine's Day, most of us think of red roses,
boxes of chocolates, and Valentine's cards. But its origins over time have
been lost to many of us.
Valentine was imprisoned under Claudius II for his Christian beliefs,
and while in jail, he restored the sight of his jailers' blind daughter through
his faith and love for her. Before his execution, on 14th February AD 269,
Valentine sent her a note signed "From your Valentine." This phrase became
the everlasting symbol of friendship, affection and sharing with others.
In Italy, with its romantic and religious roots, St Valentine's Day
became the traditional day to be engaged. Young Romans would spend this
day gathered together in gardens to listen to romantic poetry and music.
In 1537, Henry VIII, who may have had more cause than most for
sending a Valentines note, established 14th February as St Valentine's Day
by Royal Charter.
Valentine's Day means different things to different people. For
children, Valentine's Day is about friendship. For teenagers, Valentine's
Day is about the hope of love. Teens offer giggles and blushes to their
crushes. With their offerings of cards, and chocolates, they anticipate that
someone special will like them back. For singles, Valentine's Day means
commitment. Valentine's Day is after all about the search for lasting love.
Between special dates and special dinners, the day is full of sharing and
reflecting. For some, Valentine's becomes the ultimate day of love and is set
as a wedding day. For couples, Valentine's Day is a reminder of love. After
commitment and sharing, Valentine's Day just like special time to set aside
to remember courtship, share special feelings, and recommit for the years
to come.
Happy Valentine’s Day………
Viv Washbourne
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Quality,
Flexible,
Affordable, Child care
We are a family owned nursery that believes in offering the very best in child
care
x Mature experienced staff
x A warm nurturing atmosphere where children feel happy and secure
x A quarter acre garden for children to explore, run and have fun in
x A self contained sleep room for when children need rest
x A focus on wholesome food – freshly prepared on the premises

Our focus is on

x Affordability – we’re cheaper than you think
x Flexibility – you can send your child for 4 or
40 hours a week

Special Offer for Children over 3
x17 Hours per week totally free
15 hours Funded my Government and 2 hours by Cornerstones

x ONLY £3 for each hour after that
* During term time. If your child is at nursery during lunchtime they will receive a full hot
lunch at a cost of £1.60

For details please call

01256 81 81 18 – we’re just

around the corner in Priestly Road (near the hospital)

FASTFARE
Your Local Family Convenience Store
Abbey Road (Shops) (01256) 323679
Open seven days a week
Monday–Friday 8:00am–9:00pm Saturday 8:30am–9:30pm Sunday 9:00am–9:00pm

Grocery | Stationery | Off Licence | Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
Fresh Flowers | Fresh Sandwiches | Pies
Ethnic, Polish & Indian Groceries
Faxing and photocopying available
We Accept Milk Tokens
Recharge your Paypoint services including Gas Card, Electric Key,
BT Bills, VIRGIN, and TV Licence and many more
We now Provide Western Union Money Transfer Services
International Calling Cards
If you don·t see what you want in the store, Ask and we will try and get it.

Come into the store and see our many special offers

FASTFARE PHARMACY
UNIT 3 ABBEY ROAD SHOPS

/357637

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION AND DELIVERY SERVICE

We fill your prescriptions at Fastfare Pharmacy from most surgeries.
There is also a free collect and deliver service. We also take your
repeat prescription, collect and deliver FREE OF CHARGE. NHS or
Private.
Among our many services we offer:- Blood pressure, Diabetic,
Cholesterol check-ups and monitoring. A Private consultation area for
patients. We advise on medication and treatment of minor illness by our
qualified Pharmacist. Pregnancy advice and morning after pill available.
We hold a comprehensive stock of Motability Equipment for hire or
purchase. Just ask and help us to help you.
For further details ring

357637

Opening Hours
Mon-Fri 9am -7pm; Sat 9am-5pm
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